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VID STUART 


My name is Ralph... and I 
have a problem 


The worst-kept secret in Alberta pol- 
itics is finally out in the open: pre- 
mier Ralph Klein has a drinking 
problem. For years, Klein has given 
his handlers premature grey hairs by 
showing up at public functions 
obviously three sheets to the wind, 
staggering to the podium and slur- 
ring half-remembered speeches. 
When he was a reporter, Klein 
would wet his whistle and keep his 
ear to the ground at the St. Louis 
Hotel behind Calgary city hall. As 
mayor of Calgary, that’s where he 
often held court, saying he was 
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keeping in touch with the com- 
mon man. When Don Getty decid- 
ed to recruit Klein to join the 
Tories, he knew where to find him: 
their historic meeting was held at 
the St. Louis. 

To anyone who’s experienced 
the havoc substance abuse can 
wreak, either through their own 
addictions or those of a family 
member, friend or colleague, the 
events of the last few days are 
hauntingly familiar. 

Just as no man is an island, no 
man’s addiction happens in isola- 
tion. It affects everyone they inter- 
act with, in one way or another, 
whether or not they are even 
aware of the addiction. And as pre- 
mier, Ralph Klein interacts with 
every citizen in Alberta, and quite 
a few outside. 

Addiction recovery programs are 
full of pithy little aphorisms like 
“taking it one day at a time,” which 
Klein himself paraphrased during 
his tearful press conference. There’s 
one such phrase that is rarely heard 
outside counsellors’ offices and 


**fee of 1,99 per download 


6068S 
SXROBGSilH 


it Fun 


se 
k From Abba to The Simpsons to Eminem, personalize your cell phone ring* 
i with your own choice of music by calling 1 900 630-8863" 


Note the article code and download cool music and hip logos instantly 


Visit www.mobip.ca to see and hear all the incredible choices ! 


“available only with FIDO (Nokia 3390, 5190, 6190, 7190 and 8890 models) and Rogers (Nokia 3360, 5165, 616x, 7160 and $860 models) 


anonymous meeting rooms, 
because it is meaningless to people 
who haven’t experienced addic- 
tion—and rings with devastating 
truthfulness to those who have: 
alcoholics don’t have relationships; 
they take hostages. 

Every alcoholic and addict holds 
everyone they know hostage to 
their addiction. The terms are sim- 
ple: both parties must do whatever 
it takes to allow the alcoholic/addict 
to keep abusing substances and to 
avoid any consequences from their 
abuse. And in a form of the Stock- 
holm syndrome, the hostage 
becomes an active participant in the 
addiction. Experts call this co- 
dependency and enabling. 

What person involved in a mar- 
riage to an addict doesn’t recognize 
the words of the premier’s office 
immediately after Klein turned up 
hurling insults to homeless men at 
the Herb Jamieson Centre? Klein 
“was not drunk,” they said, and he 
couldn’t issue his apology in person 
because he was bedridden with “a 
back injury.” Any spouse who's had 
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Ralph Klein says it’s time for some sober second thought 


to cover for their partner's debilitat- 
ing hangovers and resultant absen- 
teeism has used the bad-back excuse 
a hundred times. 

Current and former hostages to 
addiction will also recognize the 
most recent events in Klein’s sub- 
stance abuse history: eventually, 
most addicts will have one cata- 
strophic breakdown that’s impossi- 
ble to explain away, prompting 
them to confront their addiction for 
the first time, express tremendous 
contrition and promise never to 
drink or use drugs again. 

A few days pass and they’re back 
at the bar or paging the dealer—for 
just one more, they’ll say, but this 
time it won’t get out of control. 
They'll set boundaries, like only on 
the weekends, which won’t last past 
the first Monday morning hangover 
with the hair of the dog waiting 
temptingly to take the edge off. 

People who've been apologizing 
for Klein for years may object to my 
speaking of him as if he were the 
worst kind of alcoholic. Well, I’m 
not—because there’s just one kind 
of alcoholic. Either you are or you 
aren't. Alcoholics Anonymous 
defines an alcoholic as anyone 
“with the desire to stop drinking.” 
That means Klein fits the bill, to 
anyone who couldn’t draw the obvi- 
ous conclusion in 1996 when he 
said he drank the equivalent to a 
bottle of wine a day every day. 

The fact that Klein wouldn't call 
himself an alcoholic, puzzlingly 
calling the very objective term “too 
subjective” (he probably meant 
“too connotation-laden among the 
electorate”), is troubling. It smacks 
of denial. That’s understandable, to 
be sure, but is the emotional 
upheaval of someone is the begin- 
ning stages of recovery ideal for the 
premier of a province? 

Klein says he'll try to go it alone 
for now. That's classic addict behav- 
iour. They think “the only thing 
that’s wrong is that I drink, so if I 


solved.” If it were really that simple, 
there’d be no AA or AADAC, no 
DEA or DMX, a lot fewer liquor 
stores—and a lot fewer homeless 
men for Klein to insult. 

It takes most addicts relapse 
after relapse after relapse until they 
realize that in order to stop drink- 
ing, they've got to identify and 
change everything about them- 
selves that makes them drink. 
Which, in most cases, means 
they’ve got to identify and change 
everything about themselves. 

This is a very difficult thing to 
do and it destroys relationships as 
much as substance abuse does. 
Spouses of addicts usually want 
their partner to stop drinking or 
using drugs, but want them to basi- 
cally otherwise remain the same, 
happy-go-lucky person they know 
and love. Voters, something tells 
me, will similarly expect the same 
rough-and-tumble cowboy of a pre- 
mier; can he still be that and not 
drink? For that matter, that’s a pret- 
ty high-stress job he’s got; many 
addicts have found a career change 
inescapable during recovery. 

Klein needs help. What he’s pro- 
posing, recovering by himself, can 
be done, but it’s extremely unlikely. 
One very well known, now retired, 
Alberta politician has been going to 
AA meetings regularly for years. The 
fact that, to my knowledge, not a 
word of this person’s problem has 
been reported in the media is an 
eloquent testament to AA’s principle 
of anonymity. I won’t betray this 
principle, or the responsibility and 
trust I was given by going to meet- 
ings with this person in attendance, 
by identifying him or her here, But ! 
do hope this person will contact 
Klein and help him get help. 

Of course, another unfortunate 
truism about addiction, and life for 
that matter, is you can only learn 
from your mistakes if you're allowed 
to make mistakes. That, unfortu- 
nately, is not a luxury society 
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Pouring oil on troubled 
-waters 


In response to Jason Payne's article on 
the terrible price of Talisman Energy's 
oil dealings in Sudan [“Oil in our 
homes, blood on our hands,” Vue 
Weekly, December 13-19], | want to 
state that human rights are every- 
body’s business. 

The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights calls on “every organ of 
society” to play its part in securing uni- 
versal respect for human rights. Com- 
panies like Talisman are also organs of 
society and have this obligation. 

Along with Amnesty International, 
| believe all companies have a respon- 
sibility to respect human rights in their 
operations. Particular care needs to be 
taken by companies like Talisman that 
their security arrangements do not 
lead to human rights abuses. 

Multinational companies have a 
responsibility to use their influence to 
try to stop violations of human rights 
by governments or armed political 
groups in countries in which they 
operate. Some claim that this would 
be interfering in the internal affairs of 
a state. This is not so! 

To quote from Amnesty Interna- 
tional, “The international community 
has decided, through covenants and 
agreements, that the promotion and 
protection of human rights transcends 
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national and political boundaries. 
Multinational companies regularly try 
to influence governments’ tax and 
trade policies, labour laws and envi- 
ronmental rules. The silence of power- 
ful business interests in the face of 
human rights violations is not neutral.” 
If we do not pressure companies 
like Talisman Energy to be more proac- 
tive in playing their role in securing 
human rights, then we truly will have 
oil in our homes, but blood on our 
hands. —Harvey Voocp, E>MoNTON 


Blowing hot and cool 


Once again we see that a little knowl- 
edge is a dangerous rope with which 
to hang oneself. Poor old Marshall 
McLuhan has entered that state for- 
merly occupied by George San- 
tayana: “Everybody quotes him, but 
nobody reads him.” 

In Ariane Gariepy’s Media Jungle 
column in last week's Vue Weekly [“E- 
mail misbehaviour,” December 13-19], 
she mixed up her “hot” and her “cool.” 

A “hot” medium is tight, slick, 
information-rich, non-porous. 

It’s “cool” media that are porous, 
unfinished, interactive. 

Okay? —Yours TepiDLy, ANDREW 
THOMSON, EDMONTON 


Diamond animosity 


| find it contradictory that in the same 
issue that Jason Payne derides Canadi- 
an involvement in the Sudanese oil 
industry [“Oil in our homes, blood on 
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our hands"), an article by Julian Wild- 
ing was published that encourages 
and educates your readers on the finer 
points of buying diamonds ["Every- 
body must get stones”]. Dozens of 
books and articles have been pub- 
lished that describe the diamond 
industry in the same light that Payne 
views the oil industry: de Beers con- 
trols the vast majority of the diamond 
trade in the world, and thus artificially 
inflates their worth. Artificially, 
because diamonds are not particularly 
rare, geologically speaking, and cer- 
tainly not in Sierra Leone, for exam- 
ple. Because the stones command 
such a high price, a civil war of 
unprecedented ferocity has raged 
there for approaching a decade. It's all 
for a share in the take, 

Atrocities of civil war, not true 
love, are what diamonds represent, 
and to buy a diamond is to perpetu- 
ate this situation, Especially at Christ- 
mastime, when to consume is what 
we do, it is of the utmost importance 
that we exercise our morals with our 
money. —Mike McDoucait, EoMONTON 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10301- 

108 Street, Edmonton, AB, TS] 117), 
by fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 

(letters@vue.ab.ca). Preference is given 

to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly; we reserve the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity. Please 
include a daytime telephone number. 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
ER ROMEO 


1 know this much is 
Truffaut 


There’s a moment early in Jean-Pierre 
Jeunet’s new film Amélie where we 
see his mischievous title character 
sitting in a movie theatre, her raptur- 
ous face bathed in an unnatural blue 
light, while a narrator tells us how 
much she enjoys going to the 
movies. We then get a glimpse of 
the movie she’s watching—delight- 
fully, it’s the classic scene from 
Francois Truffaut's 1962 masterpiece 
Jules and Jim where Oskar Werner's 
Jules and Henri Serre’s Jim race 
across a bridge with Jeanne Moreau’s 
Catherine, who has disguised herself 
as a boy (“Thomas,” they dub her) 
by donning a bulky sweater, tucking 
her blonde hair beneath a cap and 
painting a crude mustache across 
her upper lip. The fact that her cos- 
tume is completely unconvincing is, 
of course, part of the scene’s enor- 
mous charm, and when | saw Amélie, 
| actually let out a small, involuntary 
sigh of pleasure at the unexpected 
sight of Moreau running at top 
speed, her arms pumping awkwardly 
as she leaves the two boys far in the 
distance behind her. And why 
shouldn't | sigh? The scene is one of 
the purest expressions of freedom 
and youthful exuberance in the his- 
tory of movies. 

Cameron Crowe obviously felt 
the same way, because he includes a 
few snippets of Jeanne Moreau from 
Jules and Jim in his new movie Vanil- 
la Sky. The apartment of Tom 
Cruise’s character in the film is dom- 
inated by an enormous one-sheet 
for Jules and Jim (as well as one for 
Jean-Luc Godard’s French New Wave 
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Straight shooter 


“| can’t stand straight people,” this 
guy was telling me. “And | can’t stand 
hanging out in straight nightclubs.” 
The only thing G.I. Joe didn’t do was 
pull out an AK-47 and mow down the 
‘hood. That, of course, would have 
been the straight thing to do. A real 
man would have pulled a Charlie’s 
Angels karate chop. 

But | understand where Joe Schmo 
is coming from. Because, let's face it, 
straight folks sure can be tiresome 
sometimes. It’s like that old story 
about white people assuaging their 
white guilt by parading their one 
black friend like some kind of mascot. 


classic Breathless, whose script Truf- 
faut also contributed to), and Crowe 
directs a love scene between Cruise 
and Penélope Cruz using the same 
distinctive stop/start freeze-frame 
technique Truffaut employed to fix 
Moreau’s face in the viewer's memo- 
ry in Jules and jim. 

It's dangerous to read too much 
significance into this kind of fluky 
coincidence, but it is intriguing to 
speculate on why two directors, 
independent of each other, should, 
in the space of a month, both pay 
express tribute to the same 40-year- 
old film. The use of the Jules and Jim 
clip in Amélie is easy to figure; the 
charm of Jeunet’s fable relies in large 
part on its nostalgic evocation of the 
carefree Paris of three or four 
decades ago, with its candy-coloured 
neighbourhood shops, its atmos- 
pheric cafés and its beautiful, self- 
possessed women wandering up and 
down the sidewalks dreaming of 
love. Jules and Jim, besides being a 
wonderful, fondly-regarded film in 
its own right, remains one of the 
most vivid symbols of a bygone time 
when France seemed to possess the 
most vibrant, sexy, glamourously 
intelligent culture the world had ever 
seen. And while Jules and Jim is a 
masterpiece, it’s a people’s master- 
piece—an accessible, romantic film 
that it’s easy to fall in love with. (It’s 
no accident Jeunet didn’t show 
Amélie taking in a screening of, say, 
Weekend.) 

Crowe’s fixation on jules and Jim 
in Vanilla Sky is a little more incon- 
gruous—it’s hard to imagine Cruise’s 
character (the party-hopping frat- 
boy publisher of a Maxim-like men’s 
magazine) even sitting through Jules 
and Jim, let alone decorating his bed- 
room with the poster and, as one 
character claims, learning everything 
he knows about the nature of true 
love from watching it. A more likely 
explanation, although it’s one that 
Crowe doesn’t explore, is that Cruise 
simply identifies with Henri Serre’s 
Jim, whose crazy girlfriend also 
drives a car off a bridge with him in 
the passenger seat. And an explana- 
tion that’s likelier still is that Crowe is 


Well, honey, | feel like the gay 
Steppin Fetchit. All | need is white 
greasepaint and a lisp. But I’m not in 
the mood for straight-bashing. Some 
of my best friends are self-avowed 
heterosexuals. In fact, | believe the 
only thing worse than flaming hets are 
the people who hate them. 

Or fags who seem to hate them- 
selves. Take writer Andrew Webb who, 
in the November issue of The Washing- 
ton Monthly, laments the rise of HIV 
infection among gay men in North 
America. “For most gay men, sex has 
never been safe and often still isn’t,” 
he writes. “Condoms or no, in almost 
half the [U.S.A.], consensual sex 
between two men remains a criminal 
offence. Relationships? Because there 
are no societal sanctions, most gay 
male relationships are a joke and rarely 
monogamous. It’s much easier to 
snatch a bit of intimacy with someone 
you meet in a bar or via a phone line 
or Internet chatroom and call it a day. 

“Even among the most openly 
gay men, the strain of managing a 
normal life in the face of systemic and 
judicially-validated social exclusion 
often induces:drug:and alcohol 


simply grafting his own personal 
tastes onto his lead character, 
whether it’s consistent with what we 
know about him or not. 

Amélie is also truer to the sponta- 
neous, invented-on-the-spot feel of 
Truffaut's film. Vanilla Sky is a big- 
budget star vehicle that’s modelled 
so closely on another film (the 1997 
Spanish film Open Your Eyes) that 
Crowe doesn’t leave himself much 
room for tangents or improvisation. 
(Even the most casual sequence in 
the film—a montage showing the 
everyday sights Cruise takes in as he 
drives to work—is identical to a scene 
from the Spanish original.) Jeunet’s 
film, however, is full of tangents— 
Amélie proclaims proudly that she 
notices the little things in movies that 
no one else does, such as the bug 
you can spot crawling across a win- 
dow while Moreau and Serre share a 
clandestine midnight kiss in Jules and 
Jim, and Jeunet has packed each 
frame of his film with similarly hidden 
visual delights. There’s something a 
little too technological about Jeunet's 
style—you get the feeling that if he’d 
directed Jules and Jim, that bug 
would have been laboriously created 
in a special effects lab and carefully 
added into the finished scene with 


are so whimsical and playful that 
you're willing to forgive him. 

What's interesting about Jules and 
Jim, however, is how people’s memo- 
ry of it—everybody’s memory of it, 
not just Crowe's and Jeunet’s—seems 
restricted to its high-spirited first half. 
Rewatching the film last weekend, | 
was struck again by the skillful way 
Truffaut shifts the mood of the piece 
as his characters get older and their 
strange love triangle (in which even 
though each participant loves the 
other two, everybody still winds up 
feeling desperately unhappy) moves 
toward its tragic conclusion. It's a 
genuinely challenging and sophisti- 
cated portrayal of the impossibility of 
true romantic freedom—and as much 
as | enjoyed being reminded of it 
again and again within these newer 
films, it’s to some extent a false 
memory that Crowe and Jeunet are 
peddling. (Catherine, far from being 
an Amélie-style pixie, is actually a 
pretty fucked-up young woman.) 
Jules and Jim is a lot more than the 
pretty little nostalgic bauble that 
their brief clips suggest it is; this 40- 
year-old film has a vitality and an 
authentic, tough-minded view of 
romance that, like Catherine racing 
across that bridge, leaves Crowe and 


the aid of a computer—but his ideas 
abuse, depression and excessive 
promiscuity—all of which contribute 
to the risky behaviour that can lead to 
HIV infection.” 

So why don’t I just shoot myself? 

What I'd really like to see is the tens 
of billions of dollars we're spending 
avenging the September 117 killings of 
3,500 innocents in the World Trade 
Center bombings devoted instead to 
the 13,700 people who contract HIV 
every day, not to mention the 12,000 
others who die of AIDS daily. 

When | listened to President Bush 
tell Barbara Walters on 20/20 earlier this 
month in the Christmas-tree-filled 
White House that people the world 
over must unite to battle evil, it brought 
to mind my eight-year-old nephew 
Skye, who had asked me just days 
before, “Do you believe in the Devil?” 

“No,” | said. “| don’t. Do you?” 

“Yes,” he said. “He scares me.” 

| tried to make Skye feel safe and 
secure. What | don’t want is Skye 
scared some bogeyman is going to 
come out from beneath his bed at 
night and devour him. “Well, don’t be 
scared,” | told him. “The Devil doesn’t 


exist. It’s just that sometimes people 


Jeunet panting in the distance. © 


do evil things. Most people try to do 
good things. Just try your best to lead 
as good a life as possible.” 

| don’t think my answer satisfied 
him, but it’s telling that in this season of 
good cheer, Skye doesn’t believe in 
Santa Claus but believes there is a Devil. 

And there certainly is plenty to be 
wary of. Take Webb, who contends, 
“Condoms have been a poor substitute 
for what serves as a check on promis- 
cuity among straight people: morality. 
With all gay sex deemed immoral, gay 
men have no language for defining 
what's acceptable sexual behaviour 
and what isn’t, and no social conse- 
quences for violating those norms to 
help shore up their will power.” 

Morality—like sexuality—is a fluid 
thing. Personally, | think straight men 
would screw around way more if 
they could get away with it, but 
women generally just aren’t hard- 
wired the same way. 

I'll tell you what | do believe in, 
though: my friends and family—gay 
and straight—whom | cherish above 
all. Because they will love me always, 
and in a world where nothing lasts 
forever, that’s priceless. @* 


OUR ALTERNATIVE GUIDE TO 
WHAT'S REALLY GOING ON... 


All hail our beloved 
drunken premier 


EDMONTON—Premier Ralph Klein 
wasn’t drunk when he barged into the 
inner-city Herb Jamieson homeless 
shelter and caused a commotion in 
the wee hours last Wednesday morn- 
ing. He was merely “in good spirits.” 

Whether Klein is just an average 
Sloppy Joe who likes to chill out at the 
end of a long workday with a buncha 
drinks or an alcoholic bully who abuses 
booze as much as he abuses power 
depends on who you talk to—and, nat- 
urally, who you listen to. His exploits at 
the Jamieson Centre did attract signifi- 
cant attention from news outlets 
throughout the country and from 
dozens of Albertans who expressed their 
outrage in letters to the editor. But none 
of this reaction has brought into serious 
question his ability to lead the province. 
After all, Klein has done—and gotten 
away with—much worse in the past. 

Compared to the premier’s vicious 
attacks on social programs and vital 
public services like healthcare and edu- 
cation, compared to his unabashed sup- 
port and close connections to the 
corporate world, his drinking has long 
been regarded by critics and opponents 
as an amusing subplot. So what if he 
sometimes cancels morning meetings 
because he’s too hungover? So what if 
he says he drinks the equivalent of a 
bottle of wine every day? He's the Teflon 
premier; nothing sticks to this guy. 

Jamieson Centre staff have matter- 
of-factly described Klein slurring his 
words, telling shelter dwellers to get 
jobs, yelling and throwing money down 
on the ground. The premier has issued a 
written apology and promised to cut 
down on his drinking. And although 
political scientists and pundits have qui- 
etly suggested that questions about 
Klein’s drinking affecting his ability to do 
this job have yet to be answered, the 
issue already appears to be dead. 

What exactly happened at the 
centre that night? If eyewitness 
accounts are accurate—which seems 
likely, since Klein and his buddies are 
the only people offering winking, half- 
hearted denials—then how can a man 
50 unconcerned with common sense 
be fit for leadership? As University of 
Calgary political scientist David Taras 
Said to the Globe and Mail, “It shows 
remarkable insensitivity to the plight 
of people. These are people who need 
a helping hand, not a kick in the 
teeth.” —Dan RUBINSTEIN 


Harris's parting shot: 
Priv Hydro One 


TORONTO—Outgoing Ontario pre- 
Mier Mike Harris may not have been 


speech, but many are wondering if his 
judgment was impaired when one of 
his last public acts turned out to be 
Canada’s largest privatization ever. 

Harris is retiring in three months 
and will likely be out of politics before 
Ontario MPPs return for their spring 
session at Queen’s Park. So he got his 
official farewells out of the way last 
week. At the same time, he announced 
details about Ontario taxpayers saying 
farewell to Hydro One, a big chunk of 
the old Ontario Hydro, which is being 
sold to shareholders in an initial public 
offering (IPO) intended to raise $5 bil- 
lion, making the move the biggest pri- 
vatization in the country’s history. 

Proponents say the utility will be 
more efficient and effective as a private 
company. They say it can now expand 
into the United States and take full 
advantage of deregulated energy mar- 
kets, seek out new businesses like 
telecommunications and earn more 
profit because it must be accountable 
to shareholders. Critics (including an 
association of Ontario’s largest indus- 
trial consumers of electricity) are con- 
cerned about the risk that the 
province’s monopoly transmission sys- 
tem will lose stability as it changes 
hands. Moreover, “the IPO option will 
result in higher rates for all con- 
sumers,” David Goldsmith, vice-chair- 
man of the Association of Major Power 
Consumers in Ontario, said to the 
Globe and Mail. “This is going to raise 
rates," agreed University of Toronto 
finance professor Myron Gordon. 

It will take time, obviously, to deter- 
mine how this supersized privatization 
plays out. University of Alberta business 
and marketing prof Allan Warrack’s 
observation to the Globe that “the ideo- 
logues on the right would say every 
[case] has been successful no matter 
what the results are and the ideologues 
on the left would say exactly the oppo- 
site” sounds especially accurate now. 
But if Mike Harris winds up working for 
the new private entity after leaving 
office, we'll know more about the deci- 


drunk when he made his farewell. ... sion’s true intentions, Dan RuansteN 


What's good for ABM is 
good for the country 


WASHINGTON—With troops in 
Afghanistan and domestic fears of 
another terrorist attack running ram- 
pant, American president George 
Bush was able to scrap the 1972 
ABM non-proliferation treaty with 
very little protest. 

Even in Russia, the reaction to 
Bush’s move was muted. Because the 
Russians are struggling economically, 
there is no chance that they will esca- 
late arms to keep up with American 
developments in missile technology. In 
fact, the scrapping of the ABM treaty 
should confirm the United States as 
the world’s sole superpower. 

“It's all about mentality,” Russian 
defence analyst Alexander Golt told the 
Guardian News Service. “What it means 
for Russia’s military-political elite is that 
we have lost the last opportunity to 
pretend we are equal with the U.S.” 

Canadian politicians, for the most 
part, reacted with silence to the Bush 
announcement, preferring to keep the 
week's political debate to the recent 
Liberal budget. The only Canadian 
party to announce dismay over the 
Bush decision was the NDP, with inter- 
national affairs critic Svend Robinson 
warning that the end of the ABM treaty 
could mean that a planned satellite- 
operated National Missile Defence Sys- 
tem could become the new American 
way to police the planet. 

United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan said the American move 
would escalate global worries over an 
arms race. But China, the only other 
current nation capable of matching the 
United States in a global arms escala- 
tion, has said that it would need to co- 
operate with the Russians in order to 
keep up with American technological 
advances. And considering that rela- 
tions between Moscow and Beijing 
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have been ice-cold, Bush’s gamble, in 
terms of political repercussions, has 
been very low-risk. —SrTEveN SANDOR 


ENVIRONMENT 
A flare for budget cuts 


EDMONTON—As budget cuts contin- 
ue to trickle though government, it’s 
becoming more apparent that the 
provincial Tories have pushed environ- 
mental concerns even lower on their 
list of priorities. An internal govern- 
ment document leaked by the New 
Democrats last week reveals that 
Alberta Environment is shelving four 
planned projects over the next three 
years, including an ongoing study on 
the health effects of oil and gas flaring, 
and a water-supply project. 

The flaring study, in particular, con- 
cerns George Washington University 
professor Tee Guidotti, Although the 
initiative, which looks at human and 
animal health, involves all western 
provinces as well as industry partners, 
Alberta has been picking up most of 
the tab—until now. If the Tories cut it 
loose, as the document says they will, 
then results already accumulated will 
be lost. “If we find ourselves stuck or 
sort of stranded on this thing,” Guidot- 
ti, an oilpatch pollution specialist, said 
to the Edmonton Journal, “| think it will 
be a huge step back for the province.” 

“We too believe this is a very 
important study,” countered Alberta 
Environment spokesperson Mark 
Cooper, “but we have to recognize 
we are in times of fiscal restraint.” 

Provincial deputy ND leader Brian 
Mason is not convinced it’s simply a 
matter of dollars and sense. After all, 
he notes, Alberta still plans to imple- 
ment a $275 million corporate tax cut. 

Provincial environment minister 
Lorne Taylor said Mason was trying 
to scare Albertans. Most people in 
the province, however, are probably 
more frightened of tainted drinking 
water and toxic oil and gas flares. — 


» DAN RusinsTein, 


¥ DAN RUBINSTEIN 
Trick or treaty? 


George W. Bush got at least one 
fact right when he gave Russia 
six months’ notice that the Unit- 
ed States was pulling out of the 
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty: 
the world was a vastly different 
place back when the treaty was 
signed. How strange it is, then, 
to read and hear talk about 
nuclear warheads, first-strike 
Capability and mutual assured 
destruction as American soldiers 
drop bombs on caves in the 
motintains of Afghanistan in a 
very frustrating and Stone Age- 
like effort to capture (or kill) Pub- 
lic Enemy Number One. 

While the official response 
from Moscow has been not exactly 
intense, that hasn't stopped non- 
government military analysts from 
sounding an alarm, “It was a delib- 
erate decision to create a crisis,” 
Sergei Rogoy, director of Russia's 
Institute of USA and Canada Stud- 
les, said to the Washington Post 
about the American move, which 
Bush justifies as a necessary step 
towards establishing a missile 
defence system and fulfilling his 
top priority: defending the Ameri- 
can people. 

Rogov, however, sees through 
that rhetoric, “They want to bury 
arms control,” he said, “like Niki- 
ta Khrushchev wanted to bury 
capitalism.” Rogoy is worried that 
the game no longer has rules, 
that it’s every man for himself. “It 
will be more dangerous,” he says 
about the dawn of a new arms 
race, “because there will be more 
players.” 

And that’s what doesn’t mesh 
about the end of the ABM treaty. 
If the U.S. argument is that it’s 
about protecting Americans from 
rogue nations and terrorists, then 
why should a three-decade-old 
deal with the Russians even be a 
factor? As Bush said, hostility 
between the U.S. and Russia is all 
but gone—so why don’t Russians 
buy his talk about protecting 
Americans, thereby preserving 
global security and stability? The 
answer is tied up in Bush’s own 
convoluted logic, because he’s try- 
ing to tell the world that the U.S. 
is moving forward by returning to 
a pre-1972 condition, that it’s pro- 
gression, not a regression, to kill a 
weapons control 

“The Cold War is long gone,” 
Bush said while announcing the 
treaty’s termination in-the White 
‘House's rose garden last Thursday. 
“Today we leave behind one of its 
last vestiges. But this is not a day 
for looking back, This is a day for 


cans and for the entire world.” 
_ Onwellian revisionism has been 
accelerating over the last three 


_ months. But saying that weapon 
ing Creates peace ups the ante — 
measurably. Haven't we learned — 
already? © : 
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101 uses for a dead cat 


Bill Richardson 

declaws French 
cultural icons in 
Waiting for Gertrude 


nly a cat lover could have 
Ov: CBC radio personali- 
ty Bill Richardson’s novel 
Waiting for Gertrude, and | don’t 
mean that asa compli- 
ment. There have 
certainly been all 
sorts of books writ- 
ten about dogs by dog 
fanciers, and they all tend to 
emphasize the many admirable 
virtues of the canine species: loyalty, 
bravery, dignity all mixed with a 
kind of goofy, all-forgiving affection 
for their owners that’s pretty hard to 
resist. They may not rank among 
the greatest works of literature, but 
the worst thing you can say about 
dog-lover books like Old Yeller or My 
Dog Skip is that they’re a tad on the 
sentimental side. 
Cat lovers, on the other hand, are 
a breed apart. I once had a conversa- 
tion with a cat-loving friend in 
which he disdained anyone who pre- 
ferred the sociable dog to the stand- 
offish cat; dogs like you immediately, 
he explained, while cats require a 
year or two to warm up to their 
owner—you have to eam a cat’s love. 
For a certain type of cat owners, the 
question isn’t whether cats are “bet- 
ter” than dogs; it’s that cat owner- 
ship is a mark of moral and 
intellectual superiority. Dog owners 
can get pretty gushy about their pets, 
but only a cat owner would ever 
dream of doing what Bill Richardson 
has done in Waiting for Gertrude: 
write an elaborate piece of pseudo- 
sophisticated fluff about cats being 
the reincarnations of the great liter- 
ary and cultural figures of 19th- and 
20th-century France. 
Waiting for Gertrude is set in Paris’ 
famous Pére-Lachaise cemetery, the 


final resting place of such 
celebrities as Marcel Proust, 
Frédéric Chopin, Colette, 
Maria Callas, Oscar Wilde, 
Edith Piaf and Sarah Bern- 
hardt. Its most celebrated 
citizen these days, howey- 
er, is Jim Morrison, whose 
graffiti-decorated grave is 
still a popular pilgrimage 
spot for youthful backpack- 
ers and '60s true believers. 
It’s Richardson’s conceit 
that the peo- 
ple buried 
in Pére- 
Lachaise 
have not only 
been reborn there in the 
bodies of cats, but have 
also set up a quaint little f 
community for themselves, 
with a handful of thriving 
businesses, an informal 
government and occasional 
concerts and theatrical 
extravaganzas. 


Toklas fur 


The book has only the thinnest of 
plot threads binding it together— 
the lonely vigil of Alice B. Toklas 
as she waits for the soul of her 
beloved Gertrude Stein to re-enter 
her life within its new feline enve- 
lope. Mostly, though, Richardson’s 
novel is simply a series of whimsi- 
cal setpieces in which he imagines 
fanciful destinies for his illustrious 
cast of characters: a neutered 
Oscar Wilde pining pathetically 
away for the love of the self- 
absorbed tomcat Jim Morrison; the 
infinitely flexible Colette giving 
her fellow cats yoga lessons; Mar- 
cel Proust setting up shop as a pri- 
vate investigator (he solves crimes 
by curling up in a ball on the floor 
of his home and thinking for 
hours on end); Héloise carving out 
a career as a lifestyle consultant 
and caterer with Abélard serving as 
her devoted publicist. 

A little of this kind of precious- 
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ness, as you can imagine, goes a 
very, very long way. (The preced- 
ing paragraph probably contains 
more whimsy than many readers 
can handle all by itself.) While 
some of Richardson’s inventions 
(such as the decision to have poet 
Jean de la Fontaine act as our tour 
guide with a piece of doggerel to 
introduce us to each of the main 
characters) are undeniably clever, 
albeit in a cozy, not-actually-all- 
that-funny, midafternoon-radio- 
program-on-the-CBC kind of way, 
the book never becomes anything 
more than a mild oddity. Richard- 
son’s imagination is, ironically, too 
tame—he takes all these lively, 
rowdy historical figures and uses 
them as little more than items in a 
cultivated parlour game. (When 
Jim Morrison is captured and 
neutered, Richardson treats it as a 
happy ending.) 

Don Marquis’s wonderful 
“archy and mehitabel” poems 
(written in the voice of a vers libre 
poet reincarnated as a cockroach) 
seem to be the main model 
Richardson is working from here, 
but while Waiting for Gertrude 
shares Marquis’s gentle spirit, 
Richardson’s self-conscious puns 
and literary games lack the casual, 
poignant, unassuming wryness of 
Marquis’s work. At least no one’s 
likely to turn it into a musical. © 


Bill Richardson * Douglas and 
Mcintyre * 184 pp. © $19.95 
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Take an odyssey 
through the history 
of Christmas 

light displays 


‘By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


ead north across the 
Ree Walterdale Bridge and 
you'll see it. Nay, 
you'll be irresistibly drawn 
to it, like a moth toa 
flame. Not the crescen- 
do of red, green and 
amber Christmas trees that 
presides over the darkened 
cityscape from the 
ramparts of the 


Telus tower, 
although it’s 
the only 


downtown 
skyscraper to 
at least attempt 
some sparkle. Not the 
throwback red and green 
pyramids of the Muttart 
Conservatory across the river, 
although there’s no denying 
their understated elegance. 
No, I’m talking about the 
dazzling disco display on the 
10th floor of 9747-104 Street, 
the hillside home of Mr. 
Money Jesus himself, Darcy 
Greenhough. 
“Why?” Greenhough fires back 


en C444 SY 


when asked what inspired him ; 
create one of Edmonton's mo 
avant-garde outdoor Christmas <j, 
plays. “I like lights,” he sa, 
unapologetically. “Maybe,” he co 
cedes, “there’s a little bit of me th 
likes to show off and get.attention 

Greenhough’s balcony, prom) 
nently and proudly facing the we; 
ern horizon, features eight differen 
sets of bulbs. Some are old scho,,| 
red, blue and green. Others are slee| 
contemporary white. Some bli; 
others cast a steady aura. The maj 
event is a disco ball, which seni 
shards of glamour and joy into t), 
night as it twirls. “I wanted traffic. 
stopping lights, man,” says Green 
hough, whose apartment play 
David to Goliaths like corporatize, 
Brightnights and exhaust-choked 
Candy Cane Lane. “I don’t pay 
power bills in this building, so |’; 
got the juice flowing. Needless to 
say, my rent has gone up three time: 
in the 11 years I've been here.” 

Greenhough has been concocting 
extravagant tableaux on his balcony 
and in his apartment windows fo; 
the last half-decade. Before this year's 
imaginative cornucopia, he put up 
the same seasonal salutation for two 
straight years: a giant, blinking rain- 
bow JE$US, replacing the middle § 
with—yes—a green dollar sign. 

“T got a bit of a reaction over 
that,” laughs Greenhough, who 
Manages a porn rental and sex to} 
shop. “It just sort of came to me. | 
did it as a joke. It would’ve been too 
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hard to change SANTA into SATAN.” 
Was it also a statement? A comment 
on how commercial Christmas— 
perhaps organized religion itself— 
has become? “Maybe a little,” he 
says. “But I was trying to be more 
humourous than political.” 


GE whizzes 


While Greenhough didn’t juxtapose 
God's son with greenbacks to 
remind us how skewed the spirit of 
this holiday has become, his JESUS 
cuts close to the historical origins of 
outdoor Christmas lights. In 1928, 
when General Electric gave the 
world alfresco decorative lights 
(which in turn allowed Chevy 
Chase to give the world laughter in 
Christmas Vacation), the company’s 
intentions were strictly commercial. 

“It's a very unromantic story,” 
laments Bill Nelson, a Christmas light 
collector and historian who lives in 
Knoxville, Tennessee. Nelson, who 
for the last five years has run 
www.oldchristmaslights.com, says 
General Electric is so unacquainted 
with its own past that GE refers peo- 
ple who phone in with questions to 
him. And he’s more than happy to 
share the story. (In fact, as of Decem- 
ber 12 he'd already been interviewed 
47 times this autumn.) _ 

Throughout the 1920s, according 
to Nelson, GE was diligently attempt- 
ing to develop an ornamental out- 
door bulb that wouldn’t overheat and 
shatter when hit by rain or snow. Its 
rationale was clear, he explains—the 
company wanted to sell more bulbs. 
By 1928, GE had successfully created 
a new type of filament (a coiled tung- 
sten job) that did the trick. Surround- 
ed by thicker coloured glass, the new 
bulbs got bright without getting too 
hot. GE needed an effective way to 
market the bulbs because they cost 
$3.95 for a set of seven, still quite 
expensive in a era when the average 
worker earned less than 30 bucks a 
week. So the company hatched a 
brilliant plan. 

Selecting a small suburb of New 
York City as its staging area, GE 
sponsored a contest and urged media 
to cover the “news.” The company 
gave every family in the neighbour- 
hood free bulbs and, in conjunction 
with various divisions of Edison Elec- 
tric, paid their December electricity 
bills. People were asked to put up the 
most creative displays they could 
conceive and the winner was award- 
ed a GE toaster. “It was strictly com- 
mercial, the reason outdoor lighting 
started on homes,” says Nelson, “and 
it took off after that.” 


Taking the bulb by the 
horns 
he Great Depression, understand- 
ably, took a huge bite out of the 
Christmas-light boom, as did World 
War Il materials restrictions. But in 
the late 1940s and early. 1950s, as 
North Americans began to experi- 
“nice unprecedented prosperity, the 
Popularity of outdoor lights bal- 
‘ooned. The promotional contests 
‘ontinued—only GE was no longer 
Paying for bulbs or covering bills, 
and prizes were larger GE products 
Such as stoves, water heaters and 
vacuum cleaners. 

With innovations like bubble 


lights, which feature glass tubes of 
liquid that boil and bubble as bulbs 
heat up, the trend flourished. It 
spread and grew right up until the 
energy crisis of 1973, says Nelson, 
when president Richard Nixon 
made a public plea for Americans 
not to decorate their homes. Today, 
with the introduction five years ago 
of icicle lights spurring the industry 
(supplies have sold out every season 
until this one) and with patriotism 
soaring—wait for it—in the wake of 
September 11, outdoor light dis- 
plays are more popular and plentiful 
than ever before. It’s practically un- 
American not to decorate this holi- 
day season, even in California, the 
land of rolling power blackouts and 
bankrupt utility companies. 

“It's much more common than it 
used to be,” says Nelson, who anec- 
dotally reports three times more 
lights than usual on the streets of 
Knoxville and a surge in traffic on 
his website. He's been receiving 83 e- 
mails a day from as far away as Pak- 
istan (go figure) and China. “People 
are desperate to find Christmas 
lights from their childhood,” says 
Nelson. “They want a sense of secu- 
rity. There's this big nostalgia wave.” 


Along came a spider 


Nelson doesn’t have any lights up 
outside his house, though. Not one. 
It’s because of the commercialism, 
he says. “I know how this thing 
started,” he says. “They don’t give 
me a warm and fuzzy feeling.” Nel- 
son has no time for people who pay 
to have their homes strung up with 
lights, either. “It’s horrible,” he says. 
“It's become, in richer neighbour- 
hoods, a status symbol. It’s almost 
always doctors and lawyers, it seems. 
It’s beyond tasteful. It’s how many 
light bulbs can you get on my 
house? And it’s not even Christmas 
themes!” One house in Nelson's 
neighbourhood, a doctor's house, is 
adorned with a “horrendously tacky 
display,” he complains. Lights depict 
parachuting panda bears, a train full 
of zoo animals, a helicopter and an 
enormous orange and black spider. 

Canadians and Americans are the 
world’s most rabid exterior decorators 
at Christmas, Nelson says. The prac- 
tice is slowly becoming more promi- 
nent in the United Kingdom. Aussies 
are getting into it, some purchasing 
light sets from North America and AC 
adapters so they can be plugged in 
down under. Germans do it, but more 
traditionally, with all white lights. It’s 
getting big in Japan, too. 

Outdoor Christmas lights began 
as an urban phenomenon, explains 
Nelson, although they were quickly 
embraced by small towns and rural 
homeowners. Apartment buildings 
didn’t really get into the game until 
the late 1970s—often building own- 
ers putting up sterile displays, some- 
times tenants with their own 
creative output. 

Take a drive around Edmonton 
at night and you'll see that it’s 
mostly houses soaked in the festive 
spirit here. Apartments dwellers do 
decorate; there are some notable 
lights along the northern lip of the 
river valley, both west and east of 
downtown, and a couple of bal- 
conies southeast of the University of 
Alberta are particularly good. But 


not including Darcy Greenhough’s 
apartment—“That guy’s got his 
freak on,” one friend remarked—it’s 
the houses that are striking. 


A menorah, then Glenora 


Four of us piled into the car one 
evening last week for an unscientific 
Survey of the city’s best lights. We 
started at Greenhough’s building—*I 
like space,” said a rather spacy 
passerby standing underneath, “tears 
are nice”—and proceeded to the leg- 
islature, En route we saw lit bunting 
resembling a pair of breasts hanging 
above the entrance to the Workers’ 
Compensation Board. (No, it looks 
like a guy’s nuts-and-bolts,” the guy 
in the backseat objected.) The leg- 
islative plaza, mummy, was a winter 
wonderful. But after checking out 
the Coleman-lantern menorah, lit 
nightly during Chanukah by a rabbi 
hoisted up in a cherry picker, it was 
time (as Jesus said to Mary, and as 
Neil Young sings these days) to roll 
We went west, meandered 
though Oliver and Glenora listening 


° 


She 
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to classic rock on the radio. That was 
quickly replaced by an impromptu, 
boisterous serenade of Christmas 
carols (and ultimately Jimmy Buf- 
fett) as we passed legions of icicle 
lights and eye-candy reds and 
greens. Since we were in the west 
end, we decided to seek out Candy 
Cane Lane, the street where home- 
owners go over the top every Christ- 
mas and ask for food bank donations 
from the visitors who cruise around 
gawking. A woman behind the 
counter at a 7-11 gave us a cryptic 


‘clue: find the London Drugs on 149 


Street and you're close. We eventual- 
ly drove past the store but had no 
idea where to go from there, 
Frustrated, we hung a random 
left, ending up at a resplendent, glit- 
tering house with a sign on the front 
lawn welcoming us.to Candy Cane 
Lane North. The scene was chaotical- 
ly hypnotic with cutout huskies, pen- 
guins, a giant penguin (which was 
bigger than the elk) and three Santas, 
including Santa Pooh (no shit). 
Wheeling around we drove the lane, 
taking in teddy bears swinging from 


DESCENDANTS 


. IRISH 


trees, wooden Frosty signs galore, at 
least half a dozen green “Put the 
Christ Back in Christmas” evergreen- 
shaped boards, a drunk Santa, a Santa 
crashed-into-a-tree crime scene com- 
plete with police tape, a snow fortress 
and a tree garnished with hundreds 
of plastic pop bottle contraptions 
glowing green and red (Edmonton’s 
answer to the Griswalds). There was 
even a real live dog with a light on its 
collar. (It stood waiting as its owner 
re-inflated her enormous blow-up 
Frosty, although | must say the air 
valve was loeated in a very compro- 
mising position.) 

Tired, cold, fed up with seeing 
“Dreaming of a purple Christmas” 
rye billboards and ungainly inflat- 
able tigers atop gas stations, we 
headed home 

Around the corner from my 
Allendale home are three houses with 
homemade outdoor lights: cylindri- 
cal, inverted-bucket ice shells with 
candles inside. The glow cast by these 
frozen lanterns is soft and warm. 
Who needs icicle lights when you can 
make ice? JE$US, they're beautiful. O 
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12 BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS SONGS INCLUDING: 
"Gop REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN", "| SAW THREE SHIPS", 
"© HOLY NIGHT" AND "GREEN GROW THE RUSHES QO." 
"THE GIFT" IS A MUST HAVE CELTIC CHRISTMAS ALBUM, 
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I’ve been to a glamourous party 


Mode Models 
throws a Christmas 
bash for its good- 
looking alumni 


By JULIANN WILDING 


ode Models International's 
annual Christmas party 
(which took place at 


Donna at the Citadel last Monday 
night) proved to be an interesting 
opportunity to catch up with some 
of Mode’s most in-demand models, 
as well as some new, recently discov- 
ered talent, many of whom had 
recently returned from photo shoots 
and modelling trips as far abroad as 
Miami, Paris, Australia and Hong 


Kong—rare opportunities for 
teenagers who were discovered right 
here in Alberta 

Mode Models International Inc. 
is an international model placement 
agency based in Calgary, with scout- 
ing and development offices in 
Edmonton and Portland, Oregon. 
Kelly Streit, the agency's president, 
founded the business in 1987 when 
he scouted now-supermodel Tricia 
Helfer in Red Deer. His eye for new 
talent soon become famous enough 
for clients and agents to travel from 
all over the world to mid-central 
Alberta to meet his new recruits and 
sign them up for photo shoots. 
Mode now represents over 100 mod- 
els working internationally for fash- 
ion houses and labels including 
Victoria's Secret, Ralph Lauren, 
Emporio Armani, Chanel, Yves St. 


Laurent and Tommy Hilfiger. Mode 
talent has done cover shoots for just 
about every international fashion 
magazine you can think of and has 
worked in all of the world’s major 
markets—New York, Miami, Los 
Angeles, Tokyo, Germany, Australia, 
South Africa and Hong Kong. 


A retiring 23-year-old 


“I'm thinking of taking a semi-retire- 
ment,” says Krista McPhail, 23, who's 
been with Mode since 1992, when 
she was just 14 years old. “Lately I've 
become more interested in photogra- 
phy, so I think I want to go to school 
for that next fall. I'm doing one last 
tour in Hong Kong and taking a 
vacation in China, because I just 
loved it there. I really loved Japan as 
well, but the people in China are 


Great Christmas and 
New Years Gift 


Feel the Romance of Long Luscious Locks 


Introducing EURO LOCS from Europe 
100% Human Hair Extensions 
and also 


DOME HAIR EXTENSIONS 
Length * Body * Colour « Curl 


The Choice is Yours 
Please phone Dennis for your consultation 


amezing. There are all these incredi- 
ble ature walks and so much to do. 
My last time in Paris was really spe- 
cial, too—there was snow on the 
ground and Christmas lights all over 
the city, and my sister was there, and 
the whole trip was really amazing.” 

McPhail’s interest in photogra- 
phy was sparked when she took 
some photos for a friend as a last- 
minute thing when they couldn’t 
find another photographer. The pho- 
tos turned out surprisingly well and 
McPhail began spending more and 
more time on the other side of the 
camera. “I really love it,” she says. “I 
find that when I haven't taken pho- 
tos in a while, I get that itch and I’ve 
got to grab a camera. I’m working on 
building my portfolio; hopefully I'll 
be going to school next fall.” 

“IT was just walking down the 
Street one day and somebody from 
Mode Models spotted me and asked 
me if I've ever tried modelling,” says 
Dan Dickson, 17. “I had never even 
thought of being a model, but in 
January I’m going to Tokyo for my 
first photo shoots.” (See? These 
things do happen to real people!) 
Dickson had never modelled before, 
but will spend 45 days in Tokyo 
being photographed by internation- 
al clients, building his portfolio and 
trying to get work. “I like cameras, I 
like looking into cameras, that’s 
really all it is,” he says. “I don’t real- 
ly want to do runway, though; I'd 
rather just do photo shoots. But 
who knows? All of this is stuff I 
never even thought of doing, so 
who knows where it'll end up? But 
it’s a really cool opportunity for me 
to spend this time in Japan. I always 
felt like I'd get some sort of break, 
but I always thought maybe I'd be a 
rock star, not a model.” 


Blessed is the Meek 


Heidi Meek has been moving all 


over the fashion industry in the last 
few years and is currently a full-time 
student at Ryerson School of Fash- 
ion in Toronto, getting her Bachelor 
of Applied Arts in fashion market- 
ing. She is also a stylist for Toronto 
company Plutino, has contributed a 
fashion segment to a local TV show 
and interned for CBC’s Fashion File 
“Modelling was a great way to get 
into the industry,” she says. “People 
recognize me and it was great for 
networking, but it’s not the only 
aspect of fashion that interests me. | 
like doing the TV segments, report- 
ing on trends and that kind of thing 
because I’m still in front of the cam- 
era, but at least I have a voice. 
When you model you end up feel- 
ing like a clothes hanger.” 

Meek’s résumé also includes an 
appearance on the cover of Chate- 
laine, catalogues for several large 
chain stores (including the most 
recent Tall Girl catalogue) and plen- 
ty of international travel. “Working 
as a Stylist for Plutino is interesting 
as well,” she says, “because I have 
more control than when modelling. 
You sit down with a fashion editor, 
you come up with a concept and 
then you go to all the coolest stores 
and pull things for the shoot- 
including accessories and footwear 
You also get to select the models for 
each shoot and you have an impact 
on how things are going to turn 
out.” Meek was also a style writer 
for Vue Weekly a couple of years 
before I came on board. 

As for the Mode party, !! 
wrapped up fairly early—I guess al! 
those models need their beaut) 
sleep. Many of them are only home 
for the holidays before returning t© 
trips abroad, but I’m certain that !' 
won't be the last we see of them. @ 


Photos: Francis Tétrault 
Location: Donna Restaurant 
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€Bamericanapparel.net 


as _ 


wee 
progressive and innovative for the blank t-shirt industry 


American Apparel offers class and upscale design for the wholesale blank t-shirt industry. We are committed to making the bect T-shirts and 
panties possible — designed to fit, feel, and look great. Our customers, which include independent designers, screen printers, entertainment 
and corporate ad specialty businesses know we stand behind this commitment. 


Made exclusively from the finest combed cotton baby rib or jersey fabric, our garments are in a category of their own. We are bringing boutique 
quality to the imprintable T-shirt industry 


Visit one of our local retailers in your area this Christmas season: 


Baby Gurl Chothing Hig, Jott Eaghbmoeb7 
18216 Sth Ave 686% Vet SH West Edriorton Mall Phase 4 
Rarund Rowen Chstrerng Bkirw the Belt 
631 Wanyandi Rd Rabson St 
thetichown Carter 
Rachunend Center 
Coquitiem Center 
Guildtord Center 
€3 americanapparel.net _——— 
American Apparel Visit our Vancouver distributor 
350 Louvain W, Suite 203 Budget T-Ghirts 
Montreal, QC H2N-2E8 26 West Bth Avenue ese cua a 
Tel: (514) 939-0245 Vancouver, BC VSY 1Mé eo” ane <> 


Fax: (514) 939-0695 Tot: (604) 874-1800 ‘aes * ie 
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The Elephant and Castle 
Pubonr jte) 


Jack fh Jers 
Cal Ft Every Wil This 


The Only Place Better To 
Watch The Oilers? ... SkyReach! 


Tus ar, Give Them a Casta 
Fizeep Wirn Foep ann Fan! = fly 


{ 
eA LBPHaNT any Castes Girt Certiricarss | 
ears @valLanes For THE Henipay Season « 


ay 


Koed A took  Stuffer 
For Your OILERS Fan? 


Our E&C OILERS Bus Pe ane Will Fit 
Both For Size& Value 2tTr 


Package Includes: (qa eae, Uj 4 
Ticket to the Game, Bus To& FromSkyreach OO 
Hot Dog & Pop at the Game, Plus a CANADIAN & Wings 


When Youbet Back tothe ERC! gigapy ea 


Deo. 50 ve. 


New Jersey Devils 


van. 2 ve. 


New York Rangers 


van. 6 ve. 


Montreal Canadiens 


Avoid Gisappuintment 
and yan Us Today! 
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The Elephant and ere on Whyte's 


By DAVID DiICENZO 


This week, Vue pressbox fixtures John 
and Dave discuss the Islanders’ rise 
(mostly just in the standings), a Sher- 
wood Park kid’s big break (way to be, 
Chimmer) and why the Philly media can 
stick it. (Primeau in the Olympics? 
You're joking.) What is Canada bringing 
to Salt Lake? Two Oilers—and a big ol’ 
can of whoop-ass! 


Dave: Tough game on Tuesday 
night versus the Isles, John. Whoa, | 
sound like Tommy. | actually thought 
the Oil looked great to start—a solid 
road period in the first, as Craig 
Simpson put it. He was right, but 
they just didn’t get rewarded and 
really, the 4-1 loss was not entirely 
indicative of the game. 

John: | don’t think Edmonton 
played particularly poorly but none of 
the bounces went their way and you 
expect things to happen that way 
some nights. They had plenty of 
chances and outshot the Islanders but 
couldn’t get anything more than a 
single goal past Osgood. 

Dave: What | don’t understand is 
why people still aren’t going to see 


the Islanders. They had just over 
10,000 in the stands. What a bunch 
of knobs. 

John: It's been quite a while since 
a game in Long Island was played by 
two teams near the top of their 
respective conferences, but that’s 
what happened Tuesday. It’s also been 
a long time since they played to more 
than 5,000 fans there, but the way 
the Islanders have been playing so far 
this year, some fans have taken an 
interest in watching them again. 

Dave: Not enough, fella. They 
upgraded their talent big-time and 
pushed the payroll to $36 million 
(from just less than $20 mil) and word 
is, they’re looking to add another 
skilled forward. Could you imagine 
the possibilities if the Oil were able to 
add another $10 million to their pay- 
roll? Instead, we look to youngsters to 
chip in, and that’s exactly what local 
boy Jason Chimera did, despite the 
loss on Long Island. 

John: Chimera looked like he fit 
right in on a line with Grier and 
Marchant as he scored his first NHL 
goal. That’s the good news. Losing 
the game probably wiped the smile 
off his face afterwards. 

Dave: Are you kidding? You prob- 


The Elephant and Castle 
Pab On Whyte 


10314 Whyte Ave. aes 
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ably couldn’t have knocked the smile 
off him. | figure he'll be sticking for a 
few more games at the very least, but 
who knows? He might get the long 
look by MacT. He certainly earned it 
and his energy would be helpful on 
the road trip. 

John: The Oil did get off to a 
good start on the trip with Comrie, 
scoring two goals for a win over 
Philly—one day after all the excite- 
ment surrounding the selection of the 
Canadian Olympic roster. 

Dave: Yeah, enough of our 
pathetic game recaps. How awesome 
was that on Saturday? Two boys on 
the big squad—t love it. 

John: Good for Smytty and Brew- 
er! There was some bitterness among 
the Philadelphia media because Smyth 
was selected and Primeau and Recchi 
weren’t, but you know what they 
say—get over it. 

Dave: That's right. 

John: | was watching the game 
with friends and every time Primeau 
missed the net, we applauded the deci- 
sion to exclude him from the roster. 

Dave: There you go with that 
“friends” thing again. 

John: Anyway, we do want to 
win this year and some younger 
players will help us accomplish that 
goal. I’m just kidding about Primeau, 
but you can’t deny that Smyth 
deserves to be there. 

Dave: Oh, no question. (Wink, 
wink.) | really believe Anson Carter 
deserved it as well, but like Chimera 
getting shut out of here after training 
camp, it was a numbers thing. How- 
ever, don’t bank on Mario playing, so 
| think A.C, might still get a shot. 
And trust me: the blend of experi- 
ence, youth, power and speed will 
put Canada on top. Too bad it took 
50 years. O 


come in 
small 


packages. 


This holiday season, 
please give blood. 


Call 1 888 2 DONATE 
to book your appointment. 


Canadian Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street, Edmonton 


CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES 
Blood. It’s in you to give. 
www.bloodservices.ca 


1 888 2 DONATE 
{1 888 236-6283) 


Badass ’s (7 locations in Edmonton 
and area. Call 468-3452 for location nearest 
you, of visit www.badassjacks.com) 


Booster juice (9 locations in Edmonton 
and area) Come experience a warm, upbeat 
atmosphere with healthy, energizing, fantas- 
tic tasting smoothies! $ 

Café Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 433- 
9702) A wide variety of home-made, healthy 
meal featuring many selections for vegetar- 
jans. 


Gourmet Easy (6029 104 St., 486-4846) 
Our retail Bere promides take-home meal 
solutions for today’s busy lifestyles—just take 
home, heat and serve. We feature seafood, 
eet Gheon and chicken meal ideas. $$ 


Oriental Veggie House (10586-100 St., 
424-0463) Edmonton’s only totally vegetarian 
restaurant. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432-0968 
50's diner with an abundance of memorabil- 
ia, a jukebox Blaying “SOs music and a great 
variety of food. $-$: 


Turkish Donair and Kebab (10332 Whyte 
Ave., 434-6597) $ 


Bagel Bin Baker & Bistro (#226, 6655-178 
St, 481-5721) A little piece of Europe in the 
heart of Edmonton. Hearty homemade soups, 
grilled Italian uaa Caffe he and cappuc- 
Gino, fresh crusty ;, bagels, luscious pastries 
and tortes... Need we say more? $ 

Bagelatté (Baseline Rd. & Cloverbar, 
Sherwood Park, 417-1911) Specialty bagels 
and cream cheeses made fresh in our bakery. 
Caffe latte, cappuccino, breakfast and deli 
sandwiches, desserts, ice cream. Open 7 days 
a week. Bagels and spreads at Old Strathcona 
Farmers Market on Sat. $ 


Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439-3247) 
Offering healthy whole grain bread, cheese- 
bread, half-and-half cakes with strawberry fill- 
ing and Swiss chocolate. $ 


Buns and Roses Organic Wholegrain 
Rabery, (631271 11St., 438-0098) Allergy- 
free baking. 

Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433- 
5924) Artisan bread shop making pain au 
levain (true French sourdough). $-$$ 


Bistro Praha (10168-100A St,, 424-4218) 


Riverside 
Bistro 
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The first European café since 1977 and still 
the only one. $$ 


Bridges (9028-Jasper Ave., 425-01 73) Be 
scene! Before the theatre, after the game or 
for an evening of entertainment in itself $$ 


Café De Ville (10137-124 St., 488-9188) 
Located in Old Glenora, offering a diverse 
and eclectic menu in a warm and inviting 
atmosphere. (Check out the full menu at 
cafedeville.com) $$ 


Café Select (10016-106 St., 423-0419) 
Offering lunch, dinner and late night dining 
in a relaxed atmosphere for over 14 years 
French style cuisine, seafood, steaks. $$-$$5 


Carole’s Café & Catering (10145-104 St,, 
425-1824) Creative, comfortable, accommo- 
wal, Offering a diverse menu of fresh 
French and Italian food in a warm and invit- 
ing atmosphere. $-$$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave. & Rice Howard Way, 426-4767) Casual 
_dining in an upscale environment, featuring 
a unique international tapas menu. $$ 


Jax Bean Stop Coffee & Bistro (Seven loca- 
tions in Edmonton, 478-0480) Visit one of our 
locations and enjoy a Euro breakfast, lunch or 
sample our huge selection of desserts, Daily spe- 
cials available. Exclusive supplier of “Rocky 
Mountain Roasters” custom roasted gourmet 
coffee. Smoking and non-smoking. r 


Manor Café (10109-125 St., 482-7577) 
Remarkable location, flavour and service. Great 
prices on dishes from around the world, $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St., 431- 
0179) The first European bistro since 1996 
and still the only one, Radegast on tap. Only 
smoking. $$ 


Nina‘s (10139-124 St., 482-3531) 
Sophisticated, casual elegance. Live music 
Fridays and Saturdays. $-$$ 


Riverside Bistro (Thomton Court Hotel, 99 
St. and Jasper Ave., 945-4747) Experience 
casual but elegant atmosphere with continen- 
tal flavour and enjoy the most magnificent 
river view. Lunch, nes Sunday brunch. 
Reservations recommended. $-$$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 
426-0000) Best cheesecake in town, A quiet 
and romantic sniosphiete? candlelight at 
night to warm your heart. $-$$ 


Stormin’ Norman’s (#29 Perron St., St. 
Albert, 460-1699) Cozy bistro offering appe- 
tizers, fresh salads, steaks, seafood, pastas. 
Cappucinos, lattes and desserts, $-$$ 


Sweetwater Café { 2427-102 Ave., 488- 
1959) In the heart of Old Glenora, delicious, 
health-conscious dishes made fresh. $-$$ 


Tasty Tom's Bistro & Bar (9965 Whyte 
Ave., 437-5761) Find a taste explosion on the 
other side of the tracks. Let our chefs Tom 
and Christian entertain you for lunch, dinner 
or a late night snack. $-$$ 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 


Building, 211, 10130-103 St., 944-9603) 
Designer sandwiches, latte, cappuccino, 


Sunday Brunch On Now 


11 am - 2 pm ¢ A la Carte + 


£ 
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Valet Parking 


One Thornton Court 
99th Street & Jasper Ave 
945°4747 
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aor coffee, and fabulous desserts by 
kopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys big ere Café on Whyte (10460- 
82 Ave., 414-0007) Come for Breakfast, 
lunch, or for a latte or cappuccino after a 
night out. Check out our patio for the hot 
summer days. $ 


Bohemia tise Café (11012 jasper Ave 
429-3442) Comfortable surroundings, enjoy 
our array of productivity and entertainment 
software over a chai latte or a bowl of 
Mexican tortilla soup. $$ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Featuring fine french cuisine—quiches, tortes 
and crepes. Bakery and pastries. Take out 
catering. Live music Thursdays $ 


Café La Gare (10308A-81 Ave., 433-5138) 
Smoke-Free, Licensed and offers a winning 
medley of culinary delights and fresh baked 
goods. $ 


Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, The 
Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 428-6611) 
The finest in fusion cooking. Best breakfast 
and lunch buffets in town. $$$ 


Café Lila’s (10153-97 St., 414-0627) In the 
farmers market. Grilled sandwiches, daily spe 
cials, European desserts and specialty coffees 
in a smoke free environment. $$ 


Café on Whyte (10159-Whyte Ave., 437- 
4858) Open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday. 
Plenty of parking. Breakfast and lunch spe- 
cials. Come and enjoy our quiet and friendly 
atmosphere $ 


Calabash Café (10630-124 St.., 414-6625) 
Creative Caribbean cooking in casual yet 
comfortable atmosphere. lunch, dinner or late 
night snacks. Come for the food, stay for the 
party! $-$$ 


Cappuccino Affair (4 locations, 482-7166) 
Friendly staff, home-like atmosphere, fireplace. 
Light breakfast, lunch or night-time snack. $ 


Expressionz Café, Market & Meeting 
Place (9142-118 Ave., 471-9125) 
Homestyle cooking in a friendly and creative 
atmosphere. Live music, artists giftshop, spe- 
cial events. Licensed. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Café (10116-124 St., 488- 
1553) Good home-style cooking in a relaxed 
environment. Smokers always welcome. $ 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930-4060) 
Fast, fun and for the family. Featuring daily 
breakfast, lunch and dinner buffet and a 
delightful a la carte menu. Non-smoking, $-5$ 


muy Waters Cappuccino Bar (8211-111 
St., 433-4390) Great eats and drinks in a com- 
fortable atmosphere. Daily liquor and food 
specials. Open till midnight. Catering. $ 


NetWerks Internet / New Media Cafe 
(8128-103 St., 909-5871 Gourmet, fresh 
sandwiches made to order. Smoking $ 


La Piazza (10458 Whyte Ave., 433-3512) 
Speciality and European coffee, breakfast, buns 
and bagels, homemade soups, sandwiches, 
bagel melts, lasagna. $ 


Savoy’s Gourmet Health Café (11010-51 
Ave., 437-7718) South Indian cuisine, vege- 
tarian menu, sandwiches and soups for 
under $3.99. Fruit and vegetable juice bar. 
Non-smoking. $ 

Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488-1505) _ 
The original tea café. Huge selection of premi- 
um loose tea. Sit, sip and savour! Great gift 
ideas, awesome desserts and light lunches, 
Non-smoking. $ 

Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433-8369) 
The esoteric and eclectic café, Full espresso 
bar, fresh baking daily. Daily hot specials. 


bor more into 
and menu, log onto: 
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Live entertainment Friday nights. $-S$ 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 201, 

10150 Jasper Ave.,426-3791) Muffins and 

poiyes freshly made at our on-site bakery. 
lon-smoking, $ 


Urban Grind (101 24-124 St. 451-1039) 
Come and try our Fresh Fruit Bubble Drink 
in our eclectic atmosphere. Variety of spe- 
cialty coffees, mouthwatering desserts, 
homemade soups and sandwiches made 
fresh when ordered. Open until 2 a.m 
Mon.-Fri. Smoking. $$ 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 
460-8772) Worth the drive to sample some 
of the best jambalaya and gumbo in the 
province. § 3 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) Funky- 
style restaurant in an old-style diner on 
Whyte Ave. Smoking. $$ 


Loulsiana Purchase (10320-111 St., 420- 
6779) Higher-end style of cooking from the 
bayou and great atmosphere. Non-smoking 
$$ 


Barb & Ernie's (9906-72 Ave., 433-3242) 
One of the best Mom and Pop operations in 
the city. $$ 


Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505-82 Ave., 432- 
0335) Rack ‘em up and chow down, with 
heaps of burgers and mugs of ale. $ 


Century Grill & Lounge (3975-Calaary 
Trail South, 431-0303) Lunch, dinner, cock- 
tails. Upscale dining serving many grilled 
Canadian specialties. Private dining room, 
restaurant, lounge and two outdoor patios 
create Edmonton's most sought-after destina- 
tion. $$5 


Denny’s (multiple locations) More than a great 
breakfast. Open 24 hours. Licensed. $-$5 


Deviin’s (10507-82 Ave., 437-7489) Now 
Serving lunch specials. All soup and sand- 
wich combos for $6.95. Also half price 
happy hour on drinks and food daily. $ 


Fife n'Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436-9235, 
10646-170 St., 489-6436, 12028-149 St., 
454-5503) Best sandwich award winners in 
the Vue Weekly 2000 Golden Fork Awards 
Non-smoking. $$ 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill 
(10242-106 St., 423-5014) Best homemade 
burgers with daily lunch specials at student- 
friendly prices. Smoking. 

mau Level Diner (1091 2-88 Ave., 433- 
0993) Wholesome and health-conscious 
Known for their tasty veggie burgers. Non- 
smoking. $$ 

Keegan's Family Restaurant (8709-109 
St, & 3458-99 St., 439-8934) Open 24 
hours every day. Breakfast served all day. 
Affordable homestyle meals. $ 

Larry’s Café (6, 10015-82 Ave., 414-6040) 
Best breakfasts and lunches on the south side. 
Cheap prices! Open till 3:30 p.m. daily. $ 
Loule’s Submarine (8109-104 St., 431- 
0897) In-store fresh baked bread. Soups and 
salads. Catering business and social lunches 
or dinners. $ 

Nellie’s Tea Shoppe (12606-118 Ave., _ 
goa Tet Homemade meals. Specializing in 
traditional English high tea and gourmet 
evening meals. Open til 9 p.m. $$ 


Empire Building 
Downtown 
10117-101 Street 
425-6151 


* a minimum charge 
will apply 


ay, December 21st... 


Stuart Crosley 
Bate 


Some Christmas Classics 


Frid & Sat 
DEC 21 & 22 


CATALYST 


Roots Rock Reggae 


Rune Or Nines 


Original & Cover Tune Rock 


Tin Pan ALLEY 


The place to be 


New Year's Eve. 
Guaranteed good time! 
' Fabulous food, 

excellent 3° 
entertainment with 


"The Bobby 


Cameron Band. 
Pete Re ®. 


+ 
: 
| 


Mle 
Happy Hour in the 
Alley Lounge 


3 - 6 pm Daily 
Complimentary Munchies 


I 


“Great Drink Specials 


Serie 
oe were 


ee 
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miss it 
this year! 


$30...x 


INCLUDES DINNER AND HOR D'OEURVES 


1016G6-114 ST 
488-4841 


KOREAN 
GINSENG 


Kez RESTAURANT 


9261-34 Avenue 
450-3330 


11 am - 10 pm 
Weekend Reservations Recommended 


BEST KOREAN FOOD 
IN-EDMONTON 


* SPECTAL LUNCH BUFFET ¢ 
25 DIFFERENT DISHES OFFERED 
11:30AM - 2:00 PM / $8.95 


* EVENING B.B.Q. BUFFET * 
50 DIFEERENT DISHES OFFERED 
MOWN.- SAT 5:00 PM / $15.95 


* LICENSED « 
* RELAXING ATMOSPHERE «+ 
* FINE’SERVICE.* 
* NO SMOKING « 
Now Hiring Korean Cooks 


40 hrs/week, with experience $3000 plus a month 
Ask for David 


mAs mM 
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Precinct 55 (5552 Calgary Trail S., 432- 
5550) Red eye breakfast, Wednesday wing 
night, Sunday smorg, homemade cooking. 
Licensed, Happy hour, smoking. $ 


Rosie's Bar and Grill (10604-101 St, 423- 
3499) Nothing fancy, but sensible home cook- 
ing without the frills. Non-smoking restaurant 
with smoking lounge. $ 


Shecky’s (7623 Arg Ml Rd., 426-8983, #100, 
10130-103 St., 42 N657) Real food, real 
fast. Terrific Italian dishes. 
Soups/salads/sandwiches made from scratch. 
Call ahead for reservations. Smoking. $ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin's (10505- 
ao Ave., 439-8594) We invite you in for daily 
and monthly specials, as well as happy hour 
from 4-8 pm. RA AAITeSPEBTeGeT) 5 


Staccato’s Soup, Stew and Chili Bar 
(9082-51 Ave., Southgate Mall, Commerce 
Place, 466-5062) A Canadian fresh food 
company, serving the best soups, stews and 
chilis by Canyon Creek Soup Company. No 
MSG or preservatives. Non-smoking. 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 221, 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) 
Country fresh foods for lunch, dinners or 
breakfast. Antiques, local arts and crafts and 
unique gifts to browse around. Breakfast and 
lunch $; dinner $-$$ Non-smoking. 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 Ave., 
432-0480) Over 17 years of operating a fine 
dining establishment in a newly renovated 
building. Non-smoking. $$$$ 


Urban Lounge (8103-105 St, 439-3388) For 
lunch, dinner or late night fare, experience 
wholesome homemade burgers. $ 


The Village Café (11223 Jasper Ave. 488- 
0955) Serves homemade gourmet dishes 

repared by red seal chefs on site. 
Specializing in prime rib, seafood, pasta and 
stirfries. Non-smoking. $$ 


 coese 


Blue Willow (11107-103 Ave., 428-0584) 
Great food, great service and great non- 
smoking atmosphere. $5 


Double Greeting Wonton House (10212- 
96 St., 424-2486) The rock ‘n’ rollers choice. 

Try a spicy long donut with rice roll or a cur- 

ried chicken platter, washed down with a fine 
sago concoction. Smoking. $ 


Genghis Grill (10080 jasper Ave., 424- 
6197) “A Mongolian food experience.” Soon 
opening dinner café. $ 


Man's Café (12520-118 Ave,, 452-3672) A 
super stop for a variety of tasty treats. Make 
sure to try the Oriental stirfry. Smoking. $$ 


Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 428- 
3388) The classiest Chinese restaurant in 
Edmonton. Smoking. $$ 


Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave., 422- 
6862) The best dim sum in Edmonton. Non- 
smoking. $$ 


Shangri-La Restaurant (14927-111 Ave., 
487-6868) Authentic Chinese and Thai cui- 
sine. Rice and noodle dishes, meat entrées, 
appetizers, desserts. $$ 


Xlan Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 484- 
8883) Delicious selection of authentic 
Szechuan dishes. Non-smoking. $$ 
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Cilantro’s on 111th (10322-111 St., 424- 
6182) Wide selection of dishes from kiwi 
mussels to blackened catfish or mini rack of 
lamb. $$ 


David's (8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on the south 
ofthe town. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Franklin’s Inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467-1234 
All-day breakfast and a great selection of all 
your favourites. $-$$ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 

1709) 20 years old but under new manage- 
ment. Also lounge and games room. 
Smoking in the lounge. $-S$. 


Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930-4062) 
Casual dining in an elegant atmosphere, 
extensive menu for lunch and dinner, best 
Sunday brunch. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Richie Mill Bar and Grill (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr., 431-1717) Century old field- 
stone walls create a cozy atmosphere in which 
to enjoy a variety of dishes or relax during 
happy hour 4-6 p.m. Smoking. $$-$5$ 


Sidetrack Café (10333-112 St..421-1326) 
Whether you like succulent steak, decadent 
cogs Benedict in the moming or late night 
chicken wings, the Sidetrack Café kitchen will 
do it for you. Smoking in the lounge. $-$$ 


Teak Room (16615-109 Ave., 484-0821) 
Enjoy a fine dining experience with gourmet 


dishes prepared by our award-winning chefs. 


Non-smoking. $$ 


Turtle Creek Café (8404-109 St., 433- 
4202) Continental-style bistro with good 
variety of dishes and pizza, stirfries, pasta 
and more. Non-smoking. $$ 


 SASTINDIAN 
Asian Hut Restaurant (4620-99 St., 430- 
8267) Try the best East India has to offer. $-$$ 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438- 
4646) Discover a place that’s out of this 
world. Designed to capture the excitement 
and glamour of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) 
Authentic Tandoori cuisine in one of 
Edmonton's most elegant dining rooms. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


New Asian Village (10143 Saskatchewan 
Dr., 433-3804) Cooking at its best from the 
subcontinent with a great panoramic river 
valley view. Smoking. No minors. $ 


spicey House (9777-102 A Ave, Canada 
Place (Food Court), 425-0193) Veg and non- 
veg curries with choice herbs, the secret to 
the intoxicating flavour of Indian cuisine. $ 


EURO! 
Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 433- 
7432) Enjoy excellent European cuisine in an 


elegant yet comfortable atmosphere. Non- 
smoking. $$ 


Madison's Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 
Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical 
building; upscale regional cuisine with a 
European influence. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Restaurant Moskow (104, 14315-118 
Ave., 455-7677) Try Russian dishes like 
borscht and meat dumplings in the warm 
atmosphere and listen to Russian music. 
Non-smoking. Lunch §$. Dinner $$. 
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YELLOWHEAD | Saxony Hotel 


MOTOR INN 


Across from Yellowhead 
Casino and Costco 


15004 Yellowhead Trail 
Edmonton, Alberta 


1-800-343-8533 
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Minutes to West 


kak Edmonton Mall 


1-800-556-4156 


Downtown Edmonton 
Complimentary Parking 


In-room coffeemaker with complimentary coffee 
Toll-free 1-800-613-7043 


The Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper 
Ave., 426-0000) Romantic, quiet restaurant 
in the heart of downtown. Best cheesecake 
in town. European and Ukrainian cuisine. 
Palm readings daily. Non-smoking. $$-$$$ 


La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474-5693) A 
rare establishment where the alchemy of the 
surroundings, food, drink and service com- 
bine to create something approaching the 
art of living well. $$$ 


Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465-1919) 
Fine French cuisine. Entertainment on Friday 
and Saturday. Non-smoking. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420-6656) 
Award-winning Edmonton institution without 
haute price. Non-smoking. $ 


Three Muskateers (10416-82 Ave., 437- 
4239) Come and try our traditional French 
cuisine at an affordable price in a unique set- 
ting. Patio now open. Reriokneass 


Normand’s (11639A Jasper Ave., 482-2600) 
Whether you're EeNIG a wild mushroom 
soup or have an appetite for wild game, we 
can fill your needs. It’s a country-French fare 


with an Alberta accent. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$ 


Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fairway Dr, 119 
St. & 37 Ave.) Edmonton’s finest Greek restau- 
rant. Open for dinner at 5 p.m. $5-5$$ 


it’s All Greek to Me (10127-100A St., Rice 
Howard Way, 425-2073) Delicious spanakopi- 
ta with fine Greek wines. Beautiful Greek 
atmosphere. Smoking. $$ 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St., next to 
Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The most authentic 
Greek food in Edmonton, prepared by the 
original Yianni himself. Smoking. $$ 


Symposia on Whyte (10439-82 Ave., 
2nd Floor. 433-7912) Innovative Greek cui- 
sine in a beautiful open setting overlooking 
Whyte Ave. Non-smoking. 5.55 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant (16313- 
111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the Greek islands in 
Edmonton. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444-82 
Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek food, belly 
dancing, and the friendly staff create a fun and 
boisterous atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


Celli’s (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A great vari- 
ety of pub food and drinks. Smoking. $-$$ 


The Druid (11606 Jasper Ave., 454-9928) 
The best pub food, drinks and Industry night 
in Edmonton. Features authentic Irish entrees 
and daily lunch specials. Smoking. $-$$ 


O’Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte Ave. 
414-6766) We serve a variety of pub food, 
all hand-made with care and pride. From our 
homemade fish ‘n’ chips to our near-famous 
Irish breakfast. Our menu changes daily, so 
please come in and indulge in the experi- 
ence. Smoking. $-$$ 


Scruffy Murphy’s Irish Pub (Whitemud 
Crossing, 4211-106 St., 485-1717) 
Traditional Irish fare plus pub favourites. 
Hall price eppetee during happy hour. 
Smoking. $-3$ 


Bruno's Italian Restaurant (9914-89 Ave., 
433-8161) Quiet, one of Edmonton's best-kept 
secrets. Smoking. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) Boticelli 
aintings serve as a nice backdrop in estab- 
ishment offering the best pasta selections in 

town. $$ 


Flore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 St., 
439-8466) Good, affordable, restaurant off 
campus. Non-smoking. $ 


Frank's Place-Pacific Fish (10020-101 A 
Ave., 422-0282) Situated half a block from 
Churchill Square and summer festival fun. 
An extensive Italian and seafood menu and 
friendly efficient service ensure a return visit. 
Smoking. $ -$$$ 


Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 St., 
426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a song, fea- 
turing Giovanni himself when he breaks into 
a heart-stopping aria. $$ 


italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 178 
St., Callngareeg Mall, 489-5619) Relaxing 
Italian dining. From such as fettuccine 
Alfredo to dishes such as steak Diane. Non- 
smoking.$$ 

Italix Ristorante Italiano (512 St. Albert 
Trail, St. Albert, 459-8090) Delicious home- 
made Italian food $$ 

The Old Factory (10220-103 
St., 422 Heapi g 

served with our gel thick, tasty sauce. 


Non-smoking. $. 
\'s (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A fine 
fab tansy restaurant. rede ce ss 


~ H Portico (10012-107 St, 424-0707) ~ 
\s restaurant with fresh 


Trendy downtown 


The mayo clinic 


lf you’ve never had 
homemade 
mayonnaise, you 
don’t know what 
you're missing 


have always had an inquisitive 
Jove and as a professional 
cook I question foods and 
recipes—what they are made of, 
how they are made, when and 
where they originated... that sort 
of thing. I am also drawn to simple 
foods, ones where a combination 
of -a few simple ingredients creates 
something altogether different and 
good. These are the types of foods 
that are often readily 
available to pur- 
chase, but only 
when you make 
them from scratch do 
you realize how and why they 
came about—because they are sim- 
ple to make and extremely deli- 
cious. Bread is a good example of 
this, tomato sauce is another and 
homemade mayonnaise is too. 
Mayonnaise is so commonplace 
in today’s world that we use it with- 
out thinking about what it actually 
is. You may already know that it’s 
high in fat and that it contains a 
high proportion of oil and egg—or 
at least “real” mayonnaise does. 
(Imitation, low-fat and no-fat may- 
onnaise doesn’t even merit compari- 
son to the real thing.) Mayonnaise 
is a luxury, no question about it, but 
it’s also food science in a bowl. Mak- 
ing mayonnaise from scratch is 
nothing short of alchemy. 
Mayonnaise is an emulsion—i.e., 
the combining of two or more 
ingredients that do not normally 
combine. In mayo’s case, the lemon 
(or vinegar) and oil are emulsified 
into a homogenous mass. There are 
two types of emulsions: temporary 


(e.g., vinaigrette sauce) and perma- 
nent (€.g., mayonnaise). Permanent 
emulsions require the use of an 
emulsifying agent; mayonnaise uses 
lecithin, a naturally occurring pro- 
tein found in egg yolks. 

The concept of an emulsion is 
simple—whisk and beat together 
two ingredients that normally do 
not combine until they break apart 
into droplets small enough to blend 
together until they are indistin- 
guishable from one another. The 
tricky part is keeping them that 
way—and that’s is where the emulsi- 
fier comes in. 


Lec is more 


In the classic mayonnaise recipe, 
egg yolks are vigourously beaten 


_with a little acidic liquid (lemon 


juice or vinegar), salt 
and mustard. Beat- 
ing the yolks aer- 
ates them, creating 
a lighter and fluffier 
sauce. Once the eggs are sufficient- 
ly aerated, oil is slowly incorporat- 
ed into the yolks. This is initially 
done in a very thin stream but 
once it “catches,” the oil may be 
added at a much faster rate. As the 
oil is whisked and beaten into the 
yolks an amazing thing happens: 
the ingredients in the bowl change 
colour and become a thick mass as 
the lecithin wraps itself around 
each tiny droplet of oil, keeping 
them separate and sort of piling 
them up rather than allowing 
them to run together. This is why 
properly made mayonnaise does 
not run, and in fact is thick 
enough to spread. 

It’s a simple process, so long as 
you follow a few important guide- 
lines. I’ve mentioned two already: 
aerate the yolks sufficiently and add 
the oil in a slow but steady stream. 
But you also need to keep the liq- 
uid, yolks and oil in proper propor- 
tions. One yolk has enough 
emulsifying power to thicken one 
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cup of oil; any more and you risk 
breaking the emulsion—there sim- 
ply would not be enough lecithin to 
coat all of the oil droplets. And 
slightly more than one tablespoon 
of lemon or vinegar is enough acidic 
liquid to offer one cup of oil proper 
flavour and consistency; any more 
and the mayonnaise may be runny. 


If it ain’t yolk, don’t fix it 


Because mayonnaise is made with 
raw egg yolks there are some safety 
concerns to be aware of. The USFDA 
recommends that any foods that 
are to be consumed with eggs be 
heated to above 160° Fahrenheit, 
temperatures that would cook egg 
yolks and ruin mayonnaise. While 
the risk of salmonella in raw eggs is 
real, it is also slight; it is estimated 
that less than one egg in 10,000 
may be tainted. One of the more 
effective precautions is to purchase 
the freshest eggs possible and make 
sure that all your kitchen imple- 
ments are clean. Better still, using 
pasteurized egg yolks completely 
eliminates any bacterial risk. Pas- 
teurized eggs are available in many 
forms, including cartons of just raw 
yolks. These are readily available to 
food service professionals and are 
becoming increasingly obtainable 
through supermarkets for the home 
consumer. Whatever you do, be 
sure to keep your mayonnaise 
refrigerated. It's best to consume 
homemade mayonnaise within 
three days of preparing it. 

Still not convinced? Well, you 
can make contact with some like- 
minded (if misguided) individuals 
by joining the “I Hate Mayonnaise 
Club” through their Website 
(www.nomayo.com). For a nominal 
fee, a member “in good standing” 
will receive their official card, an 8”- 
by 10” certificate, a bumper sticker 
and window sticker, all of which 
will let onlookers know you've 
made holding the mayo an integral 
part of your lifestyle. O 


10401-B2 Avenue 
Edmonton AB, TSE 2A1 


4380373 
Cocktails and Food 


We want to 
ring in 2002... 
with you! 


New Years Eve Extravaganza 
Do it in style: 
Elegant atmosphere, exquisite food and 
an excellent party into next year. 
Tickets for dinner are going fast, 
so book soon. 


454-9928 


4 (Oh, Did we mention the complimentary champagne?) 

te h e 11606 

d R d Jasper Avenue 
ad 4 


54-9928 


Lent Sante 


PERLE LEAS IPB ROTEL PEEL hate SATE AUR I M8 st ETI DN AGLI RANTLE 


° 


ra \ ; . 
CELEBRATE TIEW YEA 
‘ at OByrne's Wy 
s30 Dinner - incLupe a Fantastic 
DinnER AT 6, 7/OR 8 PIM 
f /$15 PARTY OnLy ~ EntRANceE Mai 9 


BOTH TICKETS INCLUDE PARTY FAVORS, 
CHAMPAGNE AND A SMACK.AT MIDNIGHT. 


GET YOUR TICKETS soon! 
GUARANTEED TO SELL OUT 


10616782 AVENUE * 414-6766 Sie 
(_ EDMONTON’S AUTHENTIC IRISH PUB 
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restaurant 
and lounge 


live jazz 


9:00 pm start 
thursday, dec 20" 
the don berner trio 


friday, dec 21" 
mo lefever & 


stephanie suchy 


saturday dec 224 
the alterations trio 


thursday, dec 27" 
ian & fred of the hi-phonigs 


fri & sat, dec 28'" & 29" 
the brett miles trio 


102 ave. entrance 
edmonton centre 


Rose 
Bowl 
Pizza 


celebrate 
new 


years 
“eve 


at four rooms 


fabulous 


five course meal 
(includes champagne) 


live jazz 
featuring 


the 
brett miles trio 


$50.00/person 


(gst and gratuity not included) 


make your 
reservations now 


ph. 426-4767 


Restaurant & Lounge 
10111-117 St. © 482-5152 / 482-5253 


95 Cover Charge} 
Open apn6pm in 


untikclosing 


imaginative dishes. Non-smoking, $$$ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) In 
the heart of Little Italy, serves delicious 
authentic Italian fare. Non-smoking, $$ 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (10612-82 
Ave., VanspnA Hotel, fuing ante Authentic 
italian cooking. Tantalizing appetizers, pizzas, 
calzones, o, en aWicaes and entrées. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


That's Aroma aurea St., 425-7335) 
The garlic specialists, offering fine Italian cui- 
sine. $$ 


Tin Pan Alley Pasta House & Winery 
(4804 Calgary Trail South, 702-2060) Pasta 
by day, party by night! Edmonton's hottest 
new restaurant for delicious and affordable 
pasta, Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Tony Roma's (11730 Jasper Ave., 488-1971) 
Great barbecue chicken and ribs with lots of 
food on your plate. Non-smoking. $$ 


Zenari’s on 1st (10117-101 St., 425-6151) 
Enjoy eclectic Italian food in an intimate 
funky atmosphere. Dinner or drinks, featur- 
ing five jazz every weekend. Wheelchair 
accessible. Non-smoking. $ 


smoking. $$ 


Grab-a-Bite (10351 Whyte Ave., 433-6336) 
The perfect spot for either a quick bite or an 
Benita of dining. A varied selection of 
Chinese, Japanese and Vietnamese dishes. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The 
oldest Japanese restaurant in Edmonton for a 
good reason. Non-smoking. $ 


Dr Fe japanese Culsine (10080-178 St., 
487-8900) Authentic Japanese food. 
Extensive menu choices from sushi toi pan 
fried dumplings and teriyaki beef or chicken. 
Open for lunch and dinner. $$ 


En 


Valparaiso Latin Canadian Club (10816- 
95 St., 425-5338) Great Latino food! Great 
Latino music! Open Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday at 7 p.m,, Sunday at 3 p.m.. Free 
tango lessons on Thursdays. $ 


Parkallen Restaurant (7018-109 St., 436- 
8080) Multiple-award winning restaurant and 
menu. Authentic Lebanese cuisine offered in an 
elegant atmosphere. Large extensive wine list 
with rare Lebanese and French classics. 
Reservations recommended. $$-$5$ 


Valentino's Restaurant (Bourbon Street, 
West Edmonton Mall, 444-3344) Valentino's 
offers great food. Steaks, gourmet pizzas and 
pasta, with a touch of Mediterranean cui- 
sine, Smoking and non-smoking. $$-$5$ 


HELLY HANSEN 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 


Julio’s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431-0774) _ 
Hearty Caney a trendy neighbourhood, 
perfect for your next fiesta. Non-smoking. $ 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988-9312) 
Quality French breads and pastries. Also 
serving sandwiches, quiches and specialty 
coffee. Non-smoking. $ 


Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 10835-Jasper 
Ave., 17104-90 Ave., 433-FUNK(3863)) Best 
Pizza, Edmonton Journal Summer Reader 
Survey, 1996-99; Golden Fork Award, 1999- 
2000; Edmonton Journal four-star rating. $ 


Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin’s Inn, 
2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 467- 
1234) “More than worth the trip.” 
Sherwood Park’s best pizza for over 15 years. 
Unbelievable daily specials to complement 
our full menu! $-$$ 


Parkallen Pizza (8424-109 St., 430-4777) 
Multiple-award winning. Same owner/opera- 
tor since 1986. Serving up Edmonton's finest 
pizza, Lebanese salad and donairs. $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) 
World-famous pizza since 1970. Made with 
fresh ingredients and no preservatives. Try our 
Popeye—it’s our speciality. We also offer small 
dishes for individuals. Non-smoking. $ 


Billy Budd's Pounge (2 St. & Argyle 
Road, 436-0439) We offer an extensive food 
menu, 5 draft lines and a large selection of 
beer favorites. For entertainment we have 3 
feel tables, darts, 7 VLT’s and a big screen 

., Smoking and non-smoking. $$ 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave,, 482-4677) 
Extensive menu selection. 14 different types 
of beer brewed on site, Brewery tours avail- 
able. Smoking. $$ 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 St & 
Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre, 3rd Level; West 
Edmonton Mall near Entrance #8) Your comfort 
spot, with a great selection of British 
favourites—appetizers, burgers, salads and of 
course the finest British and Canadian beer and 
single-malt Scotch. Smoking in the lounge. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., Mayfield Inn & 
Suites Hotel) Comfortable, cozy after-hours 
entertainment. ‘60s-'80s music at its very best 
Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 424- 
7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom martinis, 15+ 
single-malt Scotch collection, evening steak 
sandwich specials and selection of craft beers 
all in an environment conducive to relax- 
ation! Non-smoking restaurant. $-$$ 


Nathan’s Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper Ave., 
421-4446) Great food, large servings and 
value for your money. Smoking. $ 


Nicholby’s (11066-156 St., 448-2255) Great, 
pete pub fare. Sandwiches, wings, appetiz- 
ers. 


Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 Ave., 
471-3526) Edmonton's only Caribbean and 
continental sports bar. Featuring 11 flavours 
of wings and the best jerk chicken in the 
city. Daily specials. Sun, Mon: WWE 
Wrestling Nite; Wed: karaoke; Fri: Caribbean 


Offers you a chance to 


a 


Helly Hansen Winter Jacket 


Approx. value $350. 


To enter, send your name, address & phone 
to: 10301-108 St., Edm, T5J 1L7 
or fax: (780) 426-2889 


or e-mail: <s! yo@vue.ab.ca> 
Entries must be recieved by Dec. 22 


Night; Sat: Party Nite. $ 

Red Fox Pub (7230 Argyll Road, 465- 
7931) Our comfortable pub offers darts, 
poo! tables coupled with a cozy pe place in 
a relaxing setting. Sunday we offer happy 
hour all day, plus free pool. Non-smoking 
restaurant, smoking in the pub. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (10012-1014 
Ave., 8770-170 St., 10341-82 Ave., 5004-98 
Ave.) For a taste of the good old times, come 
on in and try our British and continental 
menu. Recently revised with nearly 20 new 
dishes, we'll have something to tempt your 
tastebuds! Daily specials also offered. $-$$ 


The Windsor Bar & Grill (11702-87 Ave., 
plete We are open for lunch and dinner 
and fun all the time. Pizza is our specialty. 
Prices and fun can’t be beat! Smoking. 


Yabbo’s Boneyard/ The Library (11113- 
87 Ave., 439-4981) Our specialty is Saturday 
and Sunday brunch. We're open for lunch, 
dinner and after work, to unwind and have 
fun. Smoking.$ 


Compass Rose Café (6029 104 St., 486- 
4846) Our café offers a unique Canadian 
dining experience with a delicious and var- 
ied menu that includes seafood, beef, chick- 
en and bison entreés. $$ 


Lighthouse Café (7331-104 St., 433-0091; 
5506 Tudor Glen Mkt, 460-2222) Our chefs 
prepare the freshest seafood in town. Lunch 
and dinner seven days a week. Patio, 
licensed. $$ 


Thomas’ Fishermen’s Grotto (9624-76 
Ave., 433-3905) Fine dining fish and 
seafood, featuring the seafood lover's feast 
for two. Brunch, lunch and dinner. Non- 
smoking. $$$ 


La Tapa 
99 Ave., 424-8272) The only Tapa bar in 
Edmonton! Delicious cuisine from Spain in a 
casual atmosphere. Specializing in paella and 
sangria, 24 tapas available. Great menu. The 
ony place to go for a taste of Spain. Smoking 
e basement lounge. $$ 


Restaurante & Tapa Bar (10523- 


inti 


Mirabelle’s (9929-109 St., 429-3055) One 
block north of the Legislative Building, this 
conten restaurant specializes in 
Alberta beef and seafood. Other choices 
include pasta dishes, lamb, buffalo, veal and 
fresh fish. The wine list offers a fine selection 
of wines by the glass or bottle. $$$ 


Von's Steak and Fish House (10309-81 
Ave., 439-0041) Alberta beef at its best and 
great seafood too. Smoking. $$$ 


Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-4444) Great 
steaks in a great atmosphere. Non-smoking. 
$$-$58 

Yeoman’s (10030-107 St., 423-1511) The 


Beefeater’s steakhouse. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$-$$$ 


BanThai (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) 
Awarded certificate of authenticity by the 
Royal Thai Government with an atmosphere 
to match. Non-smoking. $$ 


Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St., 482- 
2277) Thailand's distinct authentic cuisine of 
the new stylish restaurant in downtown 
Edmonton. $$$ 


The King and I (8208-107 St., 433-2222) 
The King is back! Amazing selection of dish- 
es-spicy and flavourful. Good enough for the 
Rolling Stones. Non-smoking. $$$ 


Krua Wilal Thai Restaurant (Sterling P!., 
9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks from 
Bangkok offer you the best and most 
authentic Thai food in Edmonton. Vegetarian 
menu available. Smoking. $$ 


g 
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House (12510-118 St., 454-7880) 
iyeal and cabbage rolls just like Baba 
to make. Non-smoking. $ 


Max's 


Light Cuisine (7809-109 St, 432- 
6241) Great jan dishes i deli- 
ia aie Rie ae 


Bach Dang (7908-109 St, 448-0288) 
Vietnamese noodle house. Non-smoking. $ 


Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 St., 
448-5068) Authentic Vietnamese food in a 
family-oriented environment. $ 
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Written on the wind | 


You don’t just 
breeze into Castle 
Mountain, you 
blast into it 


r | . REA sap. 


s I pulled into Pincher Creek, 
1 was glad to be off Highway 
. The Crowsnest is infamous 
for its winds to begin with, but 
when it’s a whiteout with the snow 
travelling horizontally... Well, it’s a 
bitch. (One side of my truck had 
eight inches of snow packed on it, 
while rest of the vehicle was bare.) It 
was 10 a.m. as we pulled into ARW 
for a coffee before heading up to 
Castle Mountain. The front door was 
locked but there were people inside. 
An employee motioned for us to go 
around back. The wind must have 
been blowing around at 80 kilome- 
tres an hour when we finally made 
our way through the kitchen door. 

“We can’t open the front door 
when she’s blowing 
like this,” our 
friendly waitress 
told us. “Don’t 
bother heading up 
to the hill just yet. 
She’s hurricane 
force at the top and 
they shut down.” 
Down here, they don’t call the wind 
Mariah; they call it “The Beast.” 

So began our most recent trip to 
Castle Mountain. As you stand in the 
dusty town of Pincher Creek it sure 
doesn’t seem like you're less than half 
an hour away from the resort Ski 
Canada claims has the best terrain-to- 
skier ratio, the lightest powder, the 
longest unbroken fall line, the best 
new day lodge, the best washrooms... 
and the scariest poacher penalty in 
the country. But don’t let appear- 


HELLY HANSEN 


ances deceive you; for my money, 
Castle Mountain is one of the best 
bang-for-your-buck ski areas any- 
where. At $41.50 for a hotel room 
and lift ticket, you can’t get much 


-cheaper. And there’s nothing like 


waking up in Pincher Creek, watch- 
ing some guy tie up his horse outside 
the greasy spoon next to the hotel 
and looking out at the wide expanse 
of brown prairie. After a quick bite it’s 
an easily negotiated two-lane road to 
the ski area. The road kind of dead 
ends at an elevation of 5,400 feet. 
Above the new day lodge is a treeless 
bald dome of a mountain which 
serves up over 1,500 acres of skiing. 


Avoid it like the Haig 


With an annual snowfall of more 
than 200 inches, Mother Nature 
doesn’t need any help in the snow- 
making department out here. (The 
optimists like to call the process 
“grooming by nature.”) The resort 
helps the old dame out, however, 
by smoothing out the intermediate 


and beginner runs on the front side 
with their three Bombardier BR- 
400s, staying clear of the backside 
chutes which take a 45-degree 
incline into a narrow valley below 
Mt. Haig. (I remember how, 20 
years ago, before this area was open, 
a friend and IJ hiked into these back 
chutes. We got lost and arrived at 
the parking lot some time after 7 
p.m. I thought I’d never see that 
side of the mountain again.) 
Because of the elevation, the 


presents Sp iy at 


entire upper mountain is above the 
treeline and, with its rounded top, 
the entire area is your playground 

Castle's lowest point is only 400 feet 
in altitude below the highest point at 
Fernie. And the area is so big that in 
the middle of the week you can ski 
fresh tracks for over three days after a 
dump. Even on a weekend, the ratio 
works out to something like one or 
two patrons per skiable acre, That's a 
lot of elbow room! Plus, if the condi- 
tions are right, the wind fills in the 
tracks overnight, leaving a ski area 
fresh and untracked for another day. 
When you head out along the Sky- 
line Traverse, the terrain becomes 
even more desolate. Great expanses 
of consistent fall line runs sprinkled 
with a few little trees give you an 
excellent perspective of the runs. 


You ought to be in Pincher 


The area has had a tough history. It 
opened in 1967 with a couple of old 
T-bars and remained largely undevel- 
oped until 1976, when the uninsured 
base lodge burnt 
to the ground. The 
area shut down for 
a few years, then 
reopened in 1979 
when the town of 
Pincher Creek 
took it over. In 
1989, an Edmon- 
ton-based development group sought 
the government's consent to build 
two 18-hole golf courses and lodging 
for 2,500 guests. The Alberta Conser- 
vation Board kiboshed that plan, 
however, by designating the sur- 
rounding 8,000 acres “forever wild,” 
banning any development or motor- 
ized vehicles. Operating at a loss for 
several years, the Castle Mountain 
Resort Inc, was formed and shares 
were sold. With the million dollars 
they raised, they installed the Sun- 


_ How yOu use ifeis — 
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dance Triple Chair, and with a little 
advertising annual skier visits jumped 
from 15,000 to 36,000. The upper area 
was served by Sno-Cat, but when Sun- 
shine Village sold them the Great 
Divide double chair, the top of the 
mountain opened up to everyone. 

The area continues to exist under 
intense environmental scrutiny, as it 
is located in a unique area dubbed 
“The Crown of the Continent” 
because water shed from the area 
runs in all four directions and even- 
tually spills into the Atlantic, Pacific 
and Arctic Oceans, with the Gulf of 
Mexico taking the remainder. It's 


FRORES TER'S LIMITED 


very close to the Waterton-Glacier 
International Peace Park as well, so 
any development in the region is 
sure to face stiff opposition. 

That said, Castle will be expand- 
ing their beginner and intermediate 
terrain this year. It’s also an incredible 
snowboarding mountain, and when it 
snows it’s usually light and deep. 
Don't let the wind frighten you; head 
down to Castle and get blown away. © 


For more information visit their web 
page at www.castlemountain.com or 
call (403) 627-5101. 
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Tre Castle Experience 


SKI & SLEEP from $42 
. . | Just 2 1/2 hours South of Calgary 
MOUNTAIN RESORT Talk to us by calling 403.627.5101 


~. ie ie na 
Starting From... $ " at Swiss Village Lodge 


109 at Inns of Bantf 


Based on Single Occupancy plus taxes 
Your Ski 'n Stay package includes: 


One day lift pass for skiing at Lake Louise or Sunshine 
@0ne night accommodations at the Swiss Village Lodge or Inns of Banff 
Ski shop discounts eKids stay FREE when sharing with an adult 

(Offer valid between January 4 - 31) 


www.innsofbanff.com 


Alberta Toll-Free 1-866-760-8502 
email: resrv@innsofbanff.com 

600 Banff Avenue ¢ Banff, AB TIL 1H8 
Fax: 403-762-2434 
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Attention, Snow Zone shoppers 


Whyte Avenue ski/ 
snowboard shop is 
waxing, not waning 


ad 


tratotech Skis and Boards has 
S= operating in the Edmon- 

ton snow zone for 25 years. 
Originally it was just a rental and 
service shop, but they quickly found 
a niche market in ski repair and 
began developing much-needed 
new processes for performing minor 
and major structural repairs on skis 
and snowboards. Seven years ago, 
new management took over and 
they moved into a cozy location at 
7210 Whyte Avenue. 

When you see their setup you 
know why many other shops in 
western Canada and the Northwest 
Territory send their customers here 
for repairs and tune-ups. State-of- 
the-art high-tech equip- 
ment fills the floor, 
including the offly 
Montana Snow- 
board Stone Grinder in 
Alberta (if you want your board 
returned to its original pristine con- 
dition, this is definitely the baby 
you want to send it through) and a 
one-of-a-kind press that can lami- 
nate your skis back into one piece. 
Stratotech also has a Wintersteiger 
Binding Performance Tester which 
can check if your bindings are really 
performing to spec. (Just because 


the DIN setting is correct doesn’t 
always mean that the binding works 
and the last thought as you begin 
your tumble should 
not be “ I hope 
they release.”) Tun- 
ing is another store 
specialty; they turn out 
up to 20 sets of freshly ground and 
waxed skis and boards a day. 
During a recent visit to Stra- 
totech, I watched as two of their 
technicians, Chris Beith and K. 
Metaxas, worked tirelessly to 
breathe new life into skis and boards 
that had unceremoniously crashed 
into that dreaded Rocky Mountain 
granite. A base patch can be done 


dawridge Hotel © Conference Centre 


for $40, and if you’ve blown out the 
sidewall, you can get a replacement 
for an additional $35. If you need 
an edge replaced as well, your bill 
will swell to $90, but even that 
prices is a deal when you consider 
that you just paid anywhere from 
$500 to $1,000 for your board or 
skis in the first place—and you're 
not about to throw away an invest- 
ment like that. 


Woe in the snow 


Store manager Derek Pogany 
remarked that it’s been a busy start 
of the year for the shop as ski and 
board fever hit the locals hard, 
inspiring many locals to hit the 
slopes early with their brand new 
toys even though conditions 
weren't exactly optimal. If you want 
to know where not to make your 
first turns, have a chat with these 
repair guys, who have had to listen 
to several tales of woe from their 
bereaved customers. 

Of course there’s a retail side to 
the store as well, and it’s definitely a 
big-name game. Burton, Option, 
Atlantis and Northwave gear covers 
the walls and floor. Their rental fleet 
includes the Solomon Xmax Pilot as 
well as the Vokl P50; on the board 
side, there are Burton Juicy park 
boards as well as the Burton back- 
country Cascade and powder 
boards. Before you go out and spend 
the big bucks you can try any one of 
them for $30 a day. 

Ah, you may ask, but what do 
they do during the long off-season? 
They built a state-of-the-art Formula 
Go-Kart track in Fort Saskatchewan 
where you can burn up the track at 
125 miles per hour, that’s what. But 
that’s another story. © 


e Ski Packages from £91. 


e Spa Packages AIR CANADA @ 


Aéroplan 


Rewards are offered 
on most of our rates 
and packages. 


e Bed & Breakfasts 
e Getaway Packages 


“ Prices per person, per night based on double occupancy. 
Subject to applicable taxes. Prices not available in 
connection with any other package group or convention rate. 


82:Connaught Drive-e Jasper AB ¢ 1-800-661-6427 ¢ www:sawridge.com/jasper 


welcome than ever 
at thriving resort 


Taal 


Ine dramatic improvement in 
Te: conditions over the last 

10 days means that Banff 
Mount Norquay (just a few minutes 
away from Banff) was able to open 
its gates last weekend. The fact that 
they have snow-making capabilities 
on 90 per cent of their runs didn’t 
hurt either. 


i 


Norquay has provided awesome ~ § 5 


skiing terrain for 75 years, and now 
they have one of the biggest snow- 
board parks in the Rockies as well. 
This year the slopeside park includes 
a halfpipe and a quarterpipe as well 
as gap-jumps, tabletops and spines, 
all serviced by the Cascade chair and 
all located right there on the front 
face up from the lodge and not 
tucked away in some obscure corner 
of the mountain. In other words, this 
picturesque spot is 
where boarders 
both expert and 
amateur go to play; 
if you need some 
start-up lessons or 
a little start-of-the- 
season fine-tuning, 
the Unlimited 
Snowboard School provides instruc- 
tion in everything from free-riding to 
high pro freecarving. Norquay boasts 
more options for ski and snowboard 
lessons than I've seen at any other 
resort. There are many Discover pack- 
ages for adults and kid camps like 
Dino Bombers and Rip 'n’ Ride—and 
these programs each come in various 
packages to match each participant’s 


ability level. 
Cheesy Ka-Poof 


If, on the other hand, you’ve come 
to cruise, then Banshee on the far 
right by the Pathfinder Express Quad 
is the place to let loose, although 


ATOUMIC 


Beta Powered Skis 


Chutes and Bowls 


Memorial Bowl is a great challenge as 
well. I don’t know who names their 
runs but whoever came up with “Ka- 
Poof” for the run halfway down the 
Pathfinder Express deserves some 
recognition. The name, I’m certain, 
is meant to evoke what most skiers 
do when they attempt it for the first 
time. There’s night boarding and ski- 
ing as well. 


Save over 30% 


MS tay & 
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Norquay’s base lodge is a 24,000- 
square-foot timber behemoth with 
Spacious rooms to relax in and enjoy 
a variety of dining choices. The Lone 
Pine Pub on the second floor provides 
guests with a great view of the moun- 
tain and snowboard park. There's a 
huge deck and on a sunny day its 
southern exposure 
is perfect for 
catching a few of 
those warming 
rays. The resort 
offers ski-to-your- 
door accommoda- 
tions as well 
thanks to their 
acquisition of the Timberline Inn at 
the base of the mountain, just off the 
Trans-Canada Highway. You can catch 
a shuttle to the hill and ski all the way 
down any time you please. Another 
welcome feature are the ski (and 
board)-by-the-hour rates for busy visi- 
tors who don’t have time to ski all 
day. For more information, give them 
a call at (403) 762-4421. 0 
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» adults and two children (12 & under) can stay with us and ski at 


‘ ; “ay f 
Sunshine Village for 


NFF CARIBOU LODGE 


= The Keg Steakhouse end Bar. greet food and good 
times make the Keg a destination of choice for skiors 
* Exehesive in-house Ski School 


Toll Free 1-866-704-3691 


www.bestofbanff.com 


BANFF PTARMIGAN INN 


From $86.59 per adalt* 
© Stops to downtown Banff retail stores and restaurats 
© Featuring Caramba Restaurant. Mediterranean 
food with » twist 
© The friendly and halptul staff will make your ski 
got avray memorable 


*RESTRICTIONS 
* Valid: Ski opening to Dec 21/01, Jen 22 to Fob 14/02, April 902 to May 16/02. 
* Lift tickets are valid only at Sunshine Village and are not transterab 


as little as $173/night* 


BANFF HIDDEN RIDGE RESORT 


From $163.58 per adait® 
+ One and two bedroom units 
* Full kitcheas and wood burning fireplace 
* Free firewood 
© Giant J0-parson oatdoor hot tub 
+ Quiet, secluded the perlect family getaway 


fe to any other ski hill aod have no cash value. 
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LOOK TO NEXT WEEK'S 


SOU 


Gverage of what 


for o 


to do this Christmas holiday. 


Choose Choice! Seven Great Ski Areas with Just One Card! 


Marsh 


photo by Bath 
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Ski or Ride Up to 2 Days FREE! 


Save up to $24 Every Time You Ski! 


$12 discount at Lake Louise, Fernie and Kimberley! $7 
discount at Nakiska, Fortress, and Ski Banff @ Norquay! 


Valuable Discounts from 


Participating Partners! 


Over 20 other Incredible deals from participating 
restaurants, services and retail stores! 


Go Express! 


Activate the "Express" Option and turn your 
Louise Plus Card Into your lift ticketi Receive a 
BONUS FREE DAY! Avoid the ticket line! 


1-800-258-SNOW (7669) 


Order Online at www.louisepluscard.com 


Resorts of the Canadian Rockies Inc. 
1505-17 Avenue SW, Calgary T2T 0E2 


* Available at Sport Chek, AMA and Alberta 
' Motor 
, Select ski and snowboard shops. Association 


Hurry! Only available until December 24, 2001. 


be iatise 


ickage includes tickets ‘maximum of 2 children’s (12 and under) tht Ockets par room. 
ire neice Beppu (2 adults) and do not include taxes (5% provincial roam tax and 7% GST). 
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Jasper Canada 


°D W 
“Open Dail 


4PM 
«Great Menu 


*New years party featuring 


Huevos Rancheres 


tickets now available 


Sic 


Jaw-dropping thrills 
for the housebound 
snowboard enthusiast 


By RICK OVERWATER 


en you're trapped in the 
city for the better part of 
the week, a new crop of 


snowboard videos can be just the 
thing to keep you 
going until you 
make it out to the 
hill. With that in 
mind, here are four 
current titles with 
a nice mix of 
Canuck and inter- 
national thugs. 


Z2Co TAKS 


Boarding video roundup 


Still Struggling (Alterna 
Action Films) 

This is the newest flick by Carlo 
Wein, with some excellent shiz from 
guys like Japanese sensation Rio 
Tahara and Quebec’s David Carrier 
Porcheron. And if you're still not sick 
of the eternal quest to capture wedgies 
and drunken goofball antics on film, 
this one is for you—and for every bit 
of shtick, there’s some tech riding too. 

Don’t miss Travis William’s risk- 


Triumph (Platinum Distrib- 
ution) 

The newest from the Gathering 
Collective, Triumph earns extra cool- 
ness points for a soundtrack that 
mixes hip hop with classics like 
Cheap Trick and Dio-era Black Sab- 
bath. There’s plenty of ex-418 boys 
who re-establish why Quebec ruled 
the freestyle scene for so long. 
Expect a nice mix of park, urban rails 
and backcountry. 


True Life 
(Mack Dawg 
Productions) 

The combination 
of Mack Dawg 
and the Forum 
team is hard to 
beat, as is the 


treat of watching footage primarily 
shot on film—something beyond 
most video producers’ budget. This 
one should fly off the shelves. 


eating bark with a serious vertical 
tree slide—and see more roof jibs 
and kinked handrails than you can 
shake a stick at. 


You'll occasionally see Alberta talent 
like T.J. Schneider, James Beach and 
Jonaven Moore throwing down with 
the best of them. 


614 Patricia St. 852-6262 
(Upstairs from Subway) 
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ADVENTURE 
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THE PINES 


At PYRAMID LAKE RESORT i 


Wondefful @® Nature, 


Ski & Board 
MARMOT BASIN 


marmo basin 


josper, a joa conada 


Call OUP FRIENDLY StAFF tO BOOK 


YOU Ski/SNOWBOAPD VaCatiON! 


Jasper ¢ Banff ¢ Lake Louise ° Fernie ¢ Panorama 


TOLL FREE 1-877-902-9455 « 780-852-9455 


www.rockymountainreservations.com 


Best 
Selection 
fin tine 
Heart of 
JASPer 


International cuisine 
in our comfortable 
dining room with 

two fireplaces. 


A mountain view 
from every seat 


Fireside lounge. 


Three outdoor patios. 
Children’s menu. 


Elevator available. 


2nd floor, Corner of servations 
Connaught Drive (Main 780. 852-3920 
Street) and Hazel Avenue , 


AAA Alberta Beef « Pasta 
Prime Rib * Seafood 


Fiddle 


Open 5 pm to 10 pm daily 


620 Connaught Dr. 
Upstairs 
852-3032 


[restaurant] 


Fresh seafood, steak, 
pasta and more 


RESERVATIONS 


ive 


prone “onnaught Dr. 
852-9449 


Open for | cunch from 11:30 am 


Flappy f Jour 5 pm to 8 pm Daily 


downstream bar 


Jasper's New est and Only Nen-Smoking Bar 


= 

Peter Line is still a machine. 
Chris Dufficy proves he’s back off 
the injured list and in fine form. 
You'll wince every time you replay 
Bjorn Leines’s brutal re-injury of his 
ankle (first day back after breaking 
it)—and a season-ending rash of face 
plants on a set of stairs. 


OptiGrab (Transworld 
Snowboarding/Mike Hatchett) 

Just as the TB series was starting 
to grow Stale, its producers (Mike 
Hatchett and the Transworld Crew) 
make an excellent departure from the 
norm. The opening seconds show Jim 
Rippey on his snowmobile, sticking 
an unbelievable backflip off a gigantic 
booter; the only thing scarier is Johan 
Olofson dropping off an Alaskan 
mountain so steep he may as well be 
dropping into an elevator shaft. It’s a 
heart-stopping moment as he cuts 
left out of an avalanche path—in one 
of the best videos out. © 
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Great Rooms - Great Rates “ 
Breakeast — Luncu - DINNER © 
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Shs 


Restaurant @2 Cappuceino Bar 


* Unique breakfast skillets 
* Alberta prime rib & fresh BC salmon 
* Chalkboard specials 


Atha-B Nightclub — Jasper's Hottest Spot After Dark 


* Light, sound & video system with 30 TV's & closed circuit cameras 
* Dance to DJ spun tunes & occasional live bands 


* Separate pub J games room * Lounge with VLT's and Big Sports TV 


) ATHABASCA HOTEL, 510 Patricia St., (780) 852-3386 


oe 
at. ites, > ae 


£3 shew ; 

Our amenities include: 

* Conference facility * Executive suites 

* Restaurant & lounge e Suites with 
kitchen and wood buming fireplaces 
* Indoor pool, sauna & steam 


; Jasper Nattonal Park, A 
JASPER Phone, 780-852-4461 
nn Fax: 780-852-5916 

Wwwt jasperinn.com 


Toll Free North America: 
1-800-661-1933 


ALPINE RESORT 


Aan, 20 NEW RUNS *NEW QUAD CHAIR *2 NEW MOUNTAIN FACES 


J 


“> NOW OPEN 


marmot basin 
q WWW. 


Tonquin Inn 


per, Alberta 


1-800-661-1315 


www.tonquininn.com 


DECOREHOTELS 


skimarmot.com - 


marmot basin 


asper 


NEW TERRAIN PARK 
OPENING THIS CHRISTMAS 


780-852-3816 - snow phone 488-5909 


* Deluxe room. 
« Breakfast daily. 
* Dinner at the renowned Tonquin 
Prime Rib Village Dining Room. 
* Marmot Basin Lift Tickets. 
¢ Lunch at Marmot Basin. 
* Complimentary Ski Shuttle to/from hotel. 
« Includes all taxes and gratuities. 


For information on 
Holiday Packages call 


1-800-473-8135 
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We wre tT ACE 
VILLAGE 


Lp ARMOT, 
Skt Card 


Get yours at 
RYU al uca 

{MA outlets & 
local ski shops 


Sunshine: 1-87-SKI-BANFI 
Marmot: 1-800-473-8135 


Vai 


By HART GOLBECK 
eS 


Sunshine’s super, man 


Copious amounts of snow keep 
descending upon Sunshine Village. 
When we arrived last Sunday evening, 
it had been snowing all day and the 
flakes continued to fall throughout 
the night. Staying on the slopes at 
the Sunshine Inn was a great experi- 
ence. (What a treat it was to wake up 
to the sounds of lifties digging out 
the chairlift loading areas because of 
another big nightly dump.) 

First tracks were a hit and all lifts 
and most of the runs (save Delirium 
Dive and a couple of others) were 


—— 


Sacos 


Open. All the main runs were soft- 
Packed powder and every time you 
peeked into the trees you'd catch 
someone with a face shot as condi- 
tions were awesome and snow was 
deep. Sunshine Inn manager Brent 
Pollock dropped a hint to potential vis- 
itors by remarking to me that there are 
a number of rooms available over 
Christmas but that New Year's is com- 
pletely booked. It would be a great 
opportunity to try out the new high- 
speed gondola, which definitely moves 
the traffic up the slopes in a hurry. 
Here’s another tip for beginning 
skiers: if you can get up to the Slopes 
during the week, be sure to sign 
yourself or your kids up for a group 
lesson. You're almost certain to get a 
Private lesson at one-quarter the reg- 
ular cost. At Sunshine, my kids were 
booked into an all-day Kids’ Camp 
and ended up with personal ski and 
snowboard instructors for the day. 


Surprise whiteness 


Panorama’s opening on December 


ACOA rea 


14 was a resounding success; a 
week's worth of winter storms pum- 
melied the area just prior to opening 
day. Ski racers had been using one 
lift for training, but all that changed 
when the sublime conditions cleared 
the way for all the lifts to be up and 
running 

With daily dumps exceeding 20 
centimetres and a base well over 
170, Fernie is living up to its tradi- 
tion of being snowed under. Along 
with their great on- and off-piste 
terrain, the recent heavy snowfalls 
have enabled Fernie to open their 
halfpipe. 

And snow conditions are well 
ahead of last year’s pace at Marmot 
as well. Most regulars gauge the 
conditions by the mid-mountain 
snowpack: anything over 60 cen- 
timetres, and you know there’s a 
good base. As | write this, the pack 
has passed 70 centimetres and is still 
climbing. Ol’ Mother Nature is really 
smiling on those boys and their new 
Eagle Ridge quad. © 


Includes full day lift ticket for Norquay 
& 1 night accommodation 


BOOK NOW! 
1-877-762-2281 
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© Repairs © Binding Installations 
© Tune-Ups © Rentals 


SNOWBOARDS & 
ACCESSORIES SALES 


WESTBEACH 
BURTON RENTAL 
CENTRE 


OPTION/NFA 
VOLKI 
ATLANTIS 
DAKINE 
NORTHWAVE 
HEELSIDE 
SWITCH 


Rent 
nm 


SNOWBOARD B 


7210 - 82 Ave © Edmonton 
Ph: 469-1502 © Fax: 469-1745 
www.stratotech.ca 


mountain village 


TAYNTON BOWL 


$$ ski jenpanorama 


3 nights Gold level studio condo with 
unlimited skiing during your stay. Double 
occupancy. Kids under 8 shidestay FREE! 


2 nights Gold level suc 
unlimited skiing during Double 
yy. Kids onder # skid stiy FREE! 


5 nights Silver level 1 bdrm enndo with 
unlimited skiing Double oocupancy 
Kids under # ski d slay FREE! 


Friends Take a Break Sil 


§ nights Silver level 1 bier conde with 
unlimeted skiing. Sunday arrival 
Pull access to Hot Pools 


Tights bronze level botel room with 
unlimited skiing. Double Occupancy 
Adjacent to bars & restaurants 


1-800- TRAWE 
Skipanorama.COM iss 
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TheL2ead.t cd Condifion|Report 


Local 
Rabbit Hill - 33cm base, 2cm of new snow, All lifts/80% runs open 
Sunridge - 59cm base, 0 cm of new snow, 6/6 lifts/ 11/11 runs open 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, Ocm of new snow, All lifts open 


Alberta 
Sunshine - 133cm base, 68cm of new snow, 12/12 lifts, 88/92 runs open 
Lake Louise - 159cm base, 44cm of new snow, All lifts and 100+ runs open 
Fortress - 110cm base, 28 cm of new snow, 47/47 runs . 
Marmot/Jasper - 120cm base, 22cm of new snow, 6 lifts, 61/75 of runs open 
Nakiska - 47cm base, 10cm of new snow 4/5 lifts 11/29 runs open 
Mt. Norquay - 56cm base, 23cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 
Castle Mt. - 150cm base, 65cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts 47/59 runs open 


B.C. 
Silver Star -200cm base, 36cm new snow, 91/107 runs open 
Big White - 201cm base, 33cm of new snow, 108/112 runs, 12/13 lifts open 
Apex - 164cm base,61cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts, 60/60 runs open 
Sun Peaks - 145cm base, 46 cm of new snow, 95 runs, 6 lifts open 
Fernie - 183cm base, 112cm of new snow, 9/10 lifts, 104/106 runs , 
Kimberley - 95cm base, 76cm of new snow, 56/67 runs open 
Panorama- 41cm of new snow, 10/10 lifts 30+ trails open 
Fairmont - Opening Dec 21 
Kicking Horse - 132cm base, 86cm of new snow, 58/64 runs open 
Red Mt.- 148cm base, 17cm of new snow, 83/83 runs, 4/5 lifts open 
Whitewater/Nelson - 200cm base, 35cm of new snow 
Powder Springs - 185cm base, 100cm of new snow 


U.S.A. 
Big Sky - 60 inches base, 1 inch of new snow, 11/18 lifts 
Mt Spokane - 55 inches base, 12 inches of new snow, 80% of lifts, 100% trails open 
Silver Mountain - 70 inches base, 10 inches of new snow, 100% of lifts, 100% trails open 
Lookout Pass - 72 inches base, 12 inches of new snow, All lifts and trails open 
Schweitzer - 83 inches base, 0 inches of new snow, All trails and lifts open 
49 north - 64 inches base, 6 inches of new snow, 100% of trails, 100% of lifts open 


Best value to get the family out this winter 


Ski and Snowboard lessons 
4X 1.5 hr. lessons / $72 (starting Nov. 24) 
Skill development through Fun without frustration 
s 


Level 1 Ski & Snowboard Instructor Course 
Skiing Nov. 23-25 = Snowboarding Nov. 20 - Dec. 2 
= 


All conditions accurate as of Dec. 19, 2001 


EASY RIDER) oo ae 


SNOWBOARD § www.lheEasyRider.com 


Exclusive tubing park at Sunridge opening early December 


SunridgeSkiArea.com 449-6555 
17 St.. 4 blocks south of Yellowhead 


Two nights accomodation @ 


and dinner for two @ The 


Justsend your name and daytime phone numb 
030 ‘08 St... Edm, AB 5 


or e-mail <skifor 


VOFTG-177 SL. 


1 black east of the Sidetracis cafe 
LEMONTON 
4a |- [57S 


Marmot Basin Now Open 
With the New Eagle Ridge Quad Ch 
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WUEWEEKLY presents 


EDUCATION 2001 


Edmonton's Best & Most Comprehensive Education Feature 
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Charity begins at... school? 


Edmonton Academy 
teaches kids the 
virtue of giving 


ei 


ery few would argue the 
Uf irrernce of a good educa- 
tion. The knowledge gained 
inside school walls 
helps provide the 
skills necessary to 
carry an individual 
through life. But, 
according to Shaye Patras, Grade 
Eight teacher at the Edmonton 
Academy, a young person’s educa- 
tion must extend beyond the 
boundaries of the school. i 
“Students learn to read and write 
in school and they learn the history 
of the world and science of how 
things work,” Patras explains. 


2, TREBAS 


education 


“What they don’t learn is empathy 
for those people less fortunate. This 
is something that does not come 
from a textbook.” 

Because of this, Patras and his 
colleagues at the Edmonton Acade- 
my place a great deal of importance 
6n volunteering and stress the 
value of giving a little back. “Vol- 
unteering is one of the best ways 
for the students to see firsthand 
how others live,” he 
says. “It is hard to 
teach empathy 
and understanding 
without actually show- 
ing the kids that there are people 
out there who need a hand.” 

Each year during the holiday 
season, students at this Edmon- 
ton school participate in a pro- 
gram called “Gift of Giving.” 
Aimed at broadening their educa- 
tion, students are asked to donate 
a morning of their time to a local 


INSTITUTE 


charity. The idea is to give the 
kids an opportunity to give some 
thing of themselves to those who 
need it most 

“Students have spent time at 
the Mustard Seed Church, the Bis- 
sell Centre, the Youth Emergency 
Shelter and the Edmonton Food 
Bank,” Patras says. “Spending time 
at these places shows them that 
there are people out there who are 
just like them but who have had a 
rough go of it. It teaches the value 
of caring that is sometimes hard 
for them to understand unless they 
experience it firsthand. And this is 
something you just can’t teach in a 
classroom.” 


Bank holiday? 


Additionally, students at the 
Edmonton Academy recently par- 
ticipated in the Pack the House 
event, which challenged schools to 


collect food for the Edmonton 
Food Bank. Patras and a host of his 
students also helped pack the 
30,497 kilograms of food into 
trucks once the event was over, “It 
really was good for the kids to see 
how much food the people of 
Edmonton donated to the Food 
Bank for this event,” he says. “It’s 
one thing to have them participate 
and drop the food off that our own 
school collected, but it's another 
thing for them to see the entire 
community come together.” 

Like all educational endeav- 
ours, the program relies on sup- 
port from home for its success. 
Patras says he encourages parents 
to get their kids out volunteering 
and suggests making it a part of 
their formal education. “Once a 
student has been exposed to vol- 
unteering at school and taught the 
importance of helping others, it is 
much easier for them to go out 


engineering 


FILM & TV 


production 


idevelopment 


and do it on their own time,” he 
Says. “They are exposed to it at 
school and it helps open doors. 
On the practical side, volunteering 
also looks good on a résumé and 
will serve the students well in the 
future 
that 


We all have to remember 
1 well-rounded education 


must include more than the things 
taught in schools.” © 
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Productive Travel 


How one school 
district is dealing 
with written rage 


hat could have possessed 
16-year-old Zoe Kohen Ley 
to do it? As police scoured 


her locker for guns, she begged for 
mercy. She cried as a school admin- 
istrator tore personal 
notes, evidence, 
from her journal. 
But some, including 
her teacher, would say 
she should have known better. Did 
she really think she’d get away with 
writing about such dangerous ideas 
in school? 

Zoe tried to answer that ques- 
tion in Clark County (Nevada) Dis- 
trict Court before Judge Lee Gates: 
“Tt was creative writing class!” 

Maybe, in some fairytale past, 
students might have been free to 
write what Zoe wrote in Miss Ell’s 
creative writing class. Especially 
students in a school like Las Vegas 
Academy, which is designed to 
accommodate more creative, artis- 
tically minded students. Then 
again, that was before Columbine. 
That was before the state of Neva- 
da legislated “zero tolerance” in 
our schools. And that was long 
before the school district started 
applying its expulsion policy not 


Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks, It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 


SINGLE + DOUBLE ROW SEATING * ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION * CORPORATE 
RATES ¢ FOLD-DOWN TABLES # LAPTOP PLUG-INS * CAR RENTAL 


Daily express passenger and parcel service between Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Fort McMurray 


recdoarrow motor coach 


Reservations /information 1.800.232.1958 www.redarrow.pwt.ca 
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FILMMAKING & ACTING PROGRAMS 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1 888 522 FILM 77 


~WWW.VICFILM.COM 
VICTORIA BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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Killing creativity | 


education 


only to students who commit vio- 
lence, but to those—like Zoe—who 
dare to even write about it in a cre- 
ative writing class. 


The Columbine conection 


North America will likely never fully 
recover from the terror of Eric Har- 
ris, Dylan Klebold and the 13 peo- 
ple they slaughtered at Columbine 
High School on April 20, 1999. Law- 
makers reacted swiftly. In Carson 
City, in May 1999, the 
Nevada Legislature 
did their part by 
enacting a little- 
known and virtually 
unreported bill that made it incredi- 
bly easy for schools to get rid of stu- 
dents. The new law allows schools 
to label students as “habitual disci- 
plinary problems” if they have 
“threatened or extorted, or attempt- 
ed to threaten or extort, another 
pupil or (school employee)” in a 
year’s time. 

And any student labeled a 
“habitual disciplinary problem” 
must be expelled immediately from 
school for at least one semester. 
There’s no leeway. On the heels of 
that, Clark County schools began 
talking more stridently about hay- 
ing “zero tolerance” for, well, just 
about anything that might disrupt 
school life. 

When Zoe was kicked out of 
school for something she wrote in 
creative writing class, she was cited 


n Nevada 


as an “habitual disciplinary prob- 
lem.” She’d never been in trouble 
before. On Zoe's last day in class, 
“Miss Ell,” as students called the 
creative writing teacher, gave them 
an assignment: during the course of 
the class, write a dramatic scene 
based on one of several aphorisms, 
or sayings. Then Miss Ell read the 
sayings aloud. Zoe latched immedi- 
ately onto the: phrase “better late 
than never,” which had been the 
story of her life over the last year. 
Suffering from Chronic Fatigue Syn- 
drome—a debilitating disease that 
effects some one million Americans 
with headaches, constant flu-like 
symptoms and fatigue—Zoe had 
missed a lot of school. Miss Ell testi- 
fied that Zoe missed 15 of 34 cre- 
ative writing classes last semester. 
She was late for others. And Miss Ell 
didn’t like it one bit. 

“] told her it was an act of disre- 
spect to me,” Miss Ell testified calm- 
ly recently when Zoe’s case finally 
came before the courts. Ell’s calm in 
the courtroom stood in sharp con- 
trast to a scene Zoe described back 
in school. Zoe said that when she 
went into Miss Ell’s class one noon 
hour to get her make-up assign- 
ments, Miss Ell was eating a salad. 
She took one look at her fork, and 
one look at her student. “[Ell] said, 
‘You know what I'd like to do?’” Zoe 
testified. “I'd like to stab you in the 
eye with a fork.” 

Zoe said she crept out of the 
room and got another student to go 


elt. new office is at 
s Loh {eo} Mem (0) -m—) om 
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» for the work. Miss Ell testi- 
at she never made such a 
ont. Whether she did or not, 
appeared to be obvious ten- 
een the two. The question 
Zoe vent those frustrations in 
riting? Or did Miss Ell see this 
opportunity to get tid of a 
ting student? 
) boiled down to “Better Late 
Jever,” the title of a dramatic 
Zoe wrote for Ell’s class. It 
with a character named Zoe 
jecries the practice of rewarding 

ality while punishing those 
® .¢ late or disobedient. “Jane 

be a genius and a prodigy, but 
s punctual!” the piece reads. 
sie who blindly follow orders 
dhere to policies are clogging 
eries of the world, you know.” 
ith ‘habitual disciplinary 
iems’ defined so broadly, there 
s to be a high probability that 
hose students with virtually no 
slinary background, no history 
plence, and no violent intents 
be rounded up with the others 
thrown out.” The character 
d Zoe continues: “Knowledge 
ps nothing in a system designed 
sate working-class drones out of 
cent children!” Then, “quiet, 
g rage, almost a whisper,” Zoe 
“You can take your 7:00 morn- 
your meaningless busywork. I, 
me, am done with it.” 
the Zoe character sits down, and 
a gun from her backpack, put- 
it on her lap. Suddenly, the 
cter Jenn enters. “You were late 
lirst period again, Zoe. Gawd! 
you just show up on time once 
is cut off by being shot in the 
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head by Zoe. Dies.)” Then the char- 
acter Zoe shoots herself in the head. 
End of scene. Stage lights fade out. 


Glassner’s eyes 


Barry Glassner, a University of 
Southern California sociology pro- 
fessor and author of Culture of Fear: 
Why Americans Are Afraid of the 
Wrong Things, said cases like Zoe's 
are the result of a zero-tolerant 
schools systems so scared “they are 
overreacting to behaviors and com- 
ments that just a few years ago 
would have been ignored.” And 
what that’s teaching kids, he fears, is 
far worse than the punishment. 
“The message we're sending to 
young people is that the slightest 
slip-up by them can have devastat- 
ing consequences,” Glassner said in 
a phone interview. “But tremendous 
irresponsibility by citizens in the 
community can be ignored. We’re 
teaching them that it’s OK to over- 
react to situations, when precisely 
the opposite message needs to be 
given. Most of us would like young 
people to have measured, realistic 
responses to the world around 
them, to other people.” 

Ironically, the culture of fear and 
zero-tolerance adopted by Clark 
County schools threatens to sift and 
winnow those very abilities from 
other school children. Instead of 
educating our kids to be critical 
thinkers, creative minds, and to 
have faith in the values of free 
speech, we may well be training a 
generation of fearful, overly cau- 
tious, emotionally pent-up and 
intellectually stagnant drones. O 
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Arts Outreach 


www.artsoutreach.org 
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Coc ast 


Credit and non-credit courses start in January 


Call 497-4303 for a free catalog 
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DevStudios offers an elite no-compromise Information 


§ Technology School for students where all the tools are 


unlocked, where experts freely share their wisdom, 


where experimentation reigns supreme and where 


people learn how to work both as individuals olive els 

members of fast moving teams. The projects that the 

students work on in DevStudios are real, the tools are 
and what the students learn is real. 


It is five months long and if you have what it takes, it is 
the beginning to o wonderful new career in an, ever- 
growing field. Call 423-0300 to arrange an individual 


ippointment or attend our next information session. 


E-comm MCSD and Oracle Diploma 
Program 

Learn all about .NET and graduate with your Microsoft 
Certified Solutions Developer (MCSD) and Oracle 


Database Operator (DBO) certification. 


erce 


E-media gn Diploma Program 

Graduate as an internet communication and Emedia 
design expert in Flash, Dreamweaver, Director, 
Photoshop, Illustrator and much more... 
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| Digital Compositing 


Graduate as a leader in the cutting edge field of 3D 
modeling, animation and special effects. 


Studios 


Call 423-0300 for an 
appointment today 
and find out why! 


or 


alen 


www.devstudios.com 
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BIG TIME 


Reds « 


WEST EDMONTON MALL - 


BIG TIME FUN! 


PH: 481-6420 


pags 
SELLING 
FAST! 


Featuring... The Travolta's 
o7- [ai-[o/- MES B)ilote l= |-lige ll =s) ale] 


and The Most Powerful 
Laser Show in Alberta 


PRIZES 

INCLUDE: 

$5000 CASH 

$2000 WATCH 

TRIP FOR 2 TO BANFF 

“HOME DISCO SYSTEM 
AIRFARE FOR 2 TO LAS VEGAS 
$15000 BOTTLE OF SCOTCH 


EARLY BIRD TICKETS JUST $19.95 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT RED'S OR : 
CHARGE BY PHONE AT 487-2066 _ 


ENTERTAINMENT, 


MUSICNOTES 


By WAYNE ARTHURSON 
LATINO YA SEN CO SERIES BET 


Me and my butterfingers 


Clumsy Lovers » Sidetrack Café + 
Thu, Dec 20 As they almost literally 
plow their way through the moun- 
tains, the Clumsy Lovers are wonder- 
ing why they decided to include an 
Alberta swing in their recent tour. It’s 
about 8 p.m. on Monday night and 
the band is booked to play two shows 
in Jasper, including one scheduled in a 
couple of hours. 

“We were doing a show in Cal- 
gary,” says Chris Jonat, bassist for the 
Vancouver-based group, “and headed 
off to Jasper. But the road was closed 
because of snow, so we had to double 
back and try another route. | think 
we're going to miss our scheduled 
starting time. We'll play something but 
probably not a whole set. Luckily we 
tour mostly in the U.S. and we really 
haven't hit much in the way of winter— 
but in the last week, we were really 
amazed how much you have to watch 
for when you're travelling in Canada.” 

It's not as though the Clumsy 
Lovers have to tour western Canada, 


Clumsy Lovers 


either; their popularity in the Pacific 
Northwest keeps them busy enough. 
In the past three or four years, the 
Lovers have carved out such a devoted 
American following that they once 
averaged about 200 shows a year. But 
now, with a new booking agent and 
distributor behind them, the band 
raised that total to 300 shows in 2001. 

“There is no time off, basically, 
and I guess you have to be careful for 
what you ask for because it might 
come true,” Jonat says. “Our area in 
the U.S. is really expanded. We're reg- 
ularly going to Texas, Chicago and all 


points in between and we're trying tg 
get anywhere where people migh 
give a damn.” 

They made their first-ever Edmon. 
ton appearance last year and are 
returning this week for two dates a 
the Sidetrack. By the time you reaq 
this you'll have missed the first date, 
but there’s still time to check out the 
Clumsy Lovers tonight (Thursday), 
Edmonton is as far east as they're 
going to go in Canada, although 
Jonat says they may make the odd 
appearance in Winnipeg, popping 
across the border from Minnesota 


Thursda 

Dec. 20—Rockin’ aie 
at Blues on Whyte * Pam 
Proud Band at Casino Yellow- 
head * The Don Berner Trio 
with Ken Hoffman at Four 
Rooms * Haven at King’s 
Knight Pub * Udder 
Maddhess at Longrider’s 
Saloon * Dave Hiebert at 
Sherlock Holmes Capilano « 
Sam August at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown * Mark 
Magarrigle at Sherlock 
Holmes on Whyte * Tim Beck- 
er at Sherlock Holmes WEM « 
The Clumsy Lovers at Side- 
track Café * Helen Nolan at 
Tin Pan Alley * The Loving 
Dead, 13 Black at Urban 
Lounge 


Friday 


Dec, 21—Rockin’ Highliners 
at Blues on Whyte * Yohanna 
Silamppa at Capitol Hill Pub « 
Silverhawk at Casino Edmon- 
ton * Pam Proud Band at 
Casino Yellowhead * The Rec- 
ollection Blues Band at 
Duster’s Pub * Stevie Ray 
Johnson at Expressionz Café = 
Loose Cannan at Fatboyz * 


Mo Lefever and Stephanie 
Suchy at Four Rooms « Mr, 
Lucky at Honest Mur’s * My 
Huge Ass at King’s Knight Pub 
* Udder Maddness at Lon- 
grider’s Saloon * Lost Action 
Heroes, Royal Winnnipeg 
Porn Orchestra at New City 
Likwid Lounge ¢ Smilin’ Joe 
Blob at Rock Central Station « 
Dave Hiebert at Sherlock 
Holmes Capilano * Sam 
August at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown * Mark Magar- 
rigle at Sherlock Holmes on 
Whyte * Tim Becker at Sher- 
lock Holmes WEM « Big 
Breakfast Boogie Band at 
Sidetrack Café * Little Baby 
Cupcakes at Sugarbowl Café 
(University) * Matthew’s Grin 
at The Highrun Club * Dan 
Meunier with Harold Stew- 
ard at Tim’s Grill © Catalyst at 
Tin Pan Alley * FBI at Urban 
Lounge * Stuart Crosley Trio 
at Zenari’s on Ist 


Saturday 


Dec. 22—Rockin’ Highliners 
at Blues on Whyte * Yohanna 
Silamppa at Capito! Hill Pub « 
Silverhawk at Casino Edmon- 
ton * Pam Proud Band at 


pens ewhere it happens :.° 


o 
CHANNEL 


ivery edmonton 


.. who's playing where and when this week 


Casino Yellowhead * The Rec- 
ollection Blues Band at 
Duster’s Pub « The Alterations 
Trio at Four Rooms * Mr. 
Lucky at Honest Mur’s * My 
Huge Ass at King’s Knight Pub 
* Udder Maddness at Lon- 
grider’s Saloon * Smilin’ Joe 
Blob at Rock Central Station « 
Dave Hiebert at Sherlock 
Holmes Capilano * Sam 
August at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown * Mark Magar- 
rigle at Sherlock Holmes on 
Whyte * Tim Becker at Sher- 
lock Holmes WEM ®* Big 
Breakfast Boogie Band at 
Sidetrack Café * Everett LaRoi 
at Sugarbowl Café (University) 
* Matthew’s Grin at The 
Highrun Club * Catalyst at Tin 
Pan Alley * FBI at Urban 
Lounge 


Sunday 


Dec. 23—Carson Cole at 
Blues on Whyte * Dj F Blue 
Jay, Lee Modern at New City 
Likwid Lounge 


Tuesday 


Dec. 24—Dave Hiebert at 
Sherlock Holmes WEM 


Monday 


Dec. 25—Sam August at Sher- 
lock Holmes Downtown * 
Chris Wynters at The Druid 


Wednesday 


Dec. 26—Motep’s Groove al 
Blues on Whyte * King Ring 
Nancy at King’s Knight Pub * 
Sam August at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown * Dave 
Hiebert at Sherlock Holmes 
WEM * Rotting Fruit at Side- 
track Café ¢ Dj Gilligan at 
Urban Lounge 


Thursday 


Dec, 27—Motep’s Groove 2! 
Blues on Whyte * Robin Kelly 
as Elvis at Casino Yellowhead 
* lan and Fred at Four Rooms 
* King Ring Nancy at King’s 
Knight Pub * Darryl Kitlitz 2! 
Sherlock Holmes Capilano * 
Sam August at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown * Mark 
Magarrigle at Sherlock 
Holmes on Whyte * Dave 
Hiebert at Sherlock Holmes 
WEM ® The House of Payne 
at Sidetrack Café « Dj Gilliga" 
at Urban Lounge 


atively, you could just buy 
two-disc “best-of” compila- 
1 Clumsy After All These Years, 
Is the Lovers’ favourite songs 
eir six CDs. “We have six 
and we've gotten to a point 
want to wrap this part up 
a new chapter,” Jonat says. 
e didn’t necessarily want to 
xes of the six albums on tour 
so it seemed like a smart thing 
d it gives people a chance to 
tation of all the albums 
having to buy six of them. We 
ple coming to us every show 
ring which album to get and 
icult to suggest one because 
| proud of them and theyre all 
it from each other.” 

e band also has two new 
in the works: the first is a col- 
of cover tunes put through the 
raging Celtic bluegrass rock 
ue out in January; the second 
nsist of all original material, 
is due to be recorded during 
and’s downtime. But with 300 
a year, downtime doesn’t occur 
at often. For more info on the 
sy Lovers, surf over to 
clumsylovers.com. 


me shelter 


Emergency Benefit ° Spruce 
ue Hall (10240-115 Ave) « 
21 ‘Tis the season for giving 
all know the old adage: it’s better 
e than to receive. And it’s even 
heartwarming still to see kids giv- 
‘o other kids less fortunate than 
selves, This Friday, a bunch of 
Edmonton punk rock bands are 
ring to play music and support 
nton’s Youth Emergency Shelter 
ty. Headlining the show will be 
heless; filling out the roster are 
Fortune, These Things Speak, 
Turn and Too Little Too Late. 
There are all these kids who are 
it at Christmas,” says Liv Lunde of 
ot Productions, the show’s pro- 
. “Either they have families who 
want them or, for whatever rea- 
ey can’t be with their families. So 
gured a benefit for them would 
em something at Christmastime. 
it's great—the people at Spruce 
ue Hall have donated the hall and 
bands are playing for free.” 

\l profits from the show will be 
ited to the Youth Emergency Shel- 
Doors open at 7 p.m. with bands 
ing around 8. Tickets are $6 (or $5 
lu bring some type of donation for 
Youth Emergency Shelter, like a 
ket or some clothing). 


elmo’s fired? 


€ of you who were planning to 
nt the winter solstice on Friday, 
ember 21 at the Anselmo show at 
’s Grill should make other plans. 
Edmonton-based singer/song- 
&r returned to town this week 
a few dates on the road only to 
" that his Edmonton show with 
| Weatherall had been cancelled. 


er Breaks 


Ng to get famous? Any band that 
™s they're not is lying—which 
s they'll want to know about 
Break,” a new six-month project 
"sored by CBC Radio One that 


to find the best unsigned, inde- 


Woodabeen 


pendent bands in Canada. From Janu- 
ary to June of 2002, Big Break will 
offer Canadian bands a national audi- 
ence, a professional recording session 
and a chance to be on the nationally- 
distributed Big Break CD. Rock, reg- 
gae, beats, electronica, alt-country, 
funk, R&B—whatever the musical 
style, the idea is to get involved. 

CBC Radio is partnering with Cana- 
dian campus and community radio to 
share live broadcasts and the selection 
of juries and resources. Listeners will be 
able to participate by visiting the Big 
Break website (where they will follow 
the progress of their favourite bands) 
and by attending any of the five live 
showcases of regional finalists. The Sat- 
urday afternoon show Definitely Not the 
Opera will broadcast the regional 
showcases and dedicate the entire pro- 
gram to the region's music and cultural 
scene in partnership with the area’s 
campus community station. 

Rules and submission information 
can be found at www.cbc.ca/bigbreak 
or by calling (204) 788-3111. 

In a vaguely related story, CBC's 
late-night Saturday show and website 
New Music Canada is close to listing its 
1,000th band. The website (newmus- 
iccanada.com) is a cool source of 
information and music from a pletho- 
ta of indie Canadian bands. Every 
week, the New Music Canada show 
plays music from various bands on 
their website. It’s a great way to gain 
national exposure, and it’s easy to reg- 
ister too—all you need is to have 
some of your songs recorded on disc 
or other standard electronic format. 

The 1,000th band to be registered 
on the site will win loads of prizes, 
including a studio session to be broad- 
cast on the radio via Radio Sonic and 
on the web via Just Concerts. The 
band members will also get a stylish 
CBC Radio 3 winter wardrobe. Go to 
www.newmusiccanada.com and fol- 
low the prompts to get registered. 


Listomania 


I've been extra good this year. Don’t 
ask me—ask those who know me and 
they'll tell you, all except for Dj 
David Stone cause he’s a-lyin’. And 
since I've been real good, I’ve got a 
big list of musical items | want in my 
stocking. (Hey Santa, | actually have 
a fireplace now, so don’t go passing 
me by this year.) 

1. A local commercial radio station 
with guts. It would be nice for a local 
commercial radio station (not CjSR, 


CKUA or the CBC One or Two, to add 
some local indie groups to their regu- 
lar rotation—not on the dead time of 
Sunday nights. That support is nice, 
but it often comes across like an off- 
hand gesture. Regular rotation is 
where it counts on radio and there are 
plenty of local indie bands who are on 
a par with (or even better than) some 
of that crap that rules the airwaves 
during prime time. So quit consulting 
all those industry publications that list 
what band was added to more radio 
stations in the U.S. and show some 
backbone. And don’t give me any 
excuses about the production not 
being good enough—most people 
don’t even notice, Beside, if you sup- 
port local music by putting it in the 
regular rotation, then they'll get 
noticed more. 

2. Peace on Earth. The real kind, 
not the peace-through-superior-fire- 
power kind. 

3. Somebody getting famous. 
Wouldn’t it be great if some local 
band we like (okay, | like) like Les 
Tabernacles, the Cleats, Generation 
Condemned, the Hi-Phonigs, Old Reli- 
able, Nevertheless, Woodabeen, Mad 
Bomber Society or anybody else local 
that works hard, got famous? It 
wouldn’t even have to be million-sell- 
er-famous; just becoming famous 
enough to allow them to make a liv- 
ing would do fine. And a real kick in 
the ass would be if the Wednesday 
Night Heroes became famous. That 
would be fun 

4. Dead Jesus opening for Slip- 
knot. If those masked lowa crazies 
ever came to town, that is. I'd be too 
scared to go, but the barbed wire 
thing would be cool on a big stage. 

5. Edmonton DJs actually getting 
the respect they deserve. I’m not 
much into the big Dj scene but | know 
a few and they deserve respect (and 
I'm not just sucking up) 

6. The Ramones and Talking 
Heads in the Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of 
Fame. Hey wait, that already hap- 
pened. Man, it doesn’t get any better 
than that. Except for... 

7. More kids like that little kid at 
the NOFX show. There he was, about 
three and a half feet tall, 11 or 12 
years old at the most, right in the 
middle of the moshpit, holding his 
own and giving it all he could. if that 
kid continues listening to punk rock, 
going to shows and diving into the 
mosh even though he might get 
crushed, then there’s hope for all of 
us. Have a happy Christmas. © 


Winns fice 
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TURBO N.Y.E. 2002 


This NYE prepare to take club culture to the next 
level with Lafleche bringing down the house. 
During his last stop at TURBO our city was 
blessed with delectable grooves, dancing hips and 
wall-to-wall smiles. This NYE will be no exception. 
With his name already ingrained on lips world wide 
for his DJ prowess it come as no suprise that his 
career as a producer is doing the same. He now 
runs his own label (Frosty Recordings) and is about 
to release a few titles (including one he produced 
with DJ sneak.) Join us this new years as 
Lafleche heats up our dance floor, the champagne 
flows and anything goes. 

Also 

In Galaxy wo) Join Phatcat + Degree for 
some soothing DnB. 


in The Velvet Underground ower ws) Join Rerun and 
Sundog for the Fourties n' Nines. 


Advance $20 available at Colour Blind, FOOSH, DVB, and 


Undera 


0030 102 STREET INFO 424 2851 LUSHNIGHTCLUB.COM 
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Holiday Hits! 


Compleje Yamaha Guitar Packs 


“from 5 /mo 


Yamane Keyboards 


“rom /mo 


complete Peavey drum sets 
“from /mo 
Compleye Peavey Bass Guitar packs 


“from /mo 


* O.A.C. plus taxes 


Guitars {| Drums (| Amps (| Keyboards 
P.A. Systems (| Brass & Woodwinds 


Mon. ~ FPL. 10 am fo 6 pm: Sat 10 am fo 5 pm 
14214 Stony Plain Rd 


'tis the season... 


book your 
christmas party 
or gel together 
now! 


Looking for the 
perfect place to have some 
Christmas Cheer? Lookno 
further...the Billiard Club has the 
festive setting you need, a new 
party menu and tons of space: 


To book your party call or emails 
Dan Stelck 
danstelck@hotmail.com 
‘or Billy Breen 
pugmahone@hotmail.com 


The Billiard Chub 


433-3654 


K 3Alc 


ICVVEEKLY 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 
Deadline is 3pm Friday. 

Turn to “More Music” on page 30 
for day-to-day listings. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10161/57-112 St., 413-4578. FRI 21: 
Lost Action Heroes, Royal Winnnipeg 
Porno Orchestra. SAT 22: Customer 
Xmas party. No cover. SUN 23; DJF 
Blue Jay, Lee Modern. MON 24: The 
Bishop’s Turkey Dinner. FRI 28: 
Innocent Ill, XL Birdsuit, Pangina. 
MON 31: New Year’s Final 
Countdown: The Knights In White 
Satan, Wicked Fantasy, Wesley Willis, 
Greyhound Tragedy, Pangina, 
Innocent Ill, Alien Rebels. 


BLUES AND Rt 


THE ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St., 432-4611. *Every THU 
(9pm): Open mic night with Leona. 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425 Whyte Ave., 439-1082. *Every 
SAT (3-6pm): Hair of the Dog. No 
cover. 


BLUES ON WHYTE Commercial 
Hotel, 10329 Whyte Ave., 439-5058. 
THU 20-SAT 22: Rockin’ Highliners. 
SUN 23: Carson Cole. WED 26-TUE 1: 
Motep’s Groove. WED 2-SUN 6: 
Junior and the Do-Right Aces. MON 
7-SAT 12: Bobby Cameron. SUN 13: 
The Mike Clark Band. 


CAPITOL HILL PUB 14203 Stony 
Plain Rd., 454-3063. FRI 21-SAT 22: 
Yohanna Silamppa. 


THE DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave., 454- 
9928. MON 24: Traditional Irish 
Session. TUE 25; Chris Wynters (from 
Captain Tractor). WED 26: Trio Night. 
MON 7: Traditional Irish Session. TUE 
8: Chris Wynters (from Captain 
Tractor). WED 9: Trio Night. 


DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave., 474- 
5554. FRI 21-SAT 22 (9pm-1am): The 
Recollection Blues Band. No cover. 


THE ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 


yety PEOP 


pING 
Ave SEX SINCE 


LE 
1862! 


10314 Whyte Ave., 439-4545. MON 
31: New Year's Eve: Jerry Jerry and the 
Sons of Rhythm Orchestra. TIX $10 
adv., $20 @ door. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET 
AND MEETING PLACE 9142-118 
Ave., 471-9125. THU 20 (7-10pm): 
Open stage. FRI 21 (8-11pm): Stevie 
Ray Johnson. SAT 22 (8-11pm) 
Christmas special. 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St., 437-3633. FRI 
21: Loose Cannan. 


THE HIGHRUN CLUB 4926-98 Ave., 
440-2233. FRI 21-SAT 22: Matthew's 
Grin. 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND GRILL 
8937-82 Ave., 463-6397. Every THU 
(9:30-10pm): Open stage w/ Keep 
Six. All musicians welcome. FRI 21- 
SAT 22 (9:30pm-1:30am): Mr. Lucky 
(blues, boogie, R&B). FRI 28-SAT 29: 
Loose Cannan. 


MAYFIELD INN TRADE CENTRE 
16615-109 Ave., 415-5740, 288- 
1075. MON 31 (7pm dinner; 9pm- 
3am dance): Latin New Year's: 
Orquesta Energia, Dj Moreno, TIX 
$20 adv., $25 @ door ‘$50 dinner 
only. 


NAKED CYBER CAFE AND ESPRES- 
SO BAR 10354 Jasper Ave. *Every 
THU (9:30pm): Naked on Jasper open 
stage. 


O'BYRNE’S 10616 Whyte Avenue, 
414-6766. MON 31 (after 9pm): New 
Year's Party. TIX $15 (party only). 


SECOND CUP 10303 Jasper Ave. 
*Every Thu (7:30-10:30pm); Acoustic 
open stage hosted by Ron Taylor. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St., 
421-1326. THU 20 (9:30pm): The 
Clumsy Lovers (electric/acoustic 
Celtic). No cover. FRI 21-SAT 22 
(10pm): The Big Breakfast Boogie 
Band (9-piece band). $5 cover. SUN 
23 (8pm): Sunday Night Live: My 
Huge Ass, Killer Comedy Show, DJ 
Dudeman. $5 cover. MON 24: 
Closing at 4:30pm. WED 26 
(9:30pm): Rotting Fruit (R&R). No 
cover. THU 27-SAT 29 (10pm): The 


THIS WEEK AT THE IRON HORSE 


House of Payne (blues). Th, Noe 


Fri/Sat $5 cover. SUN 30 (8p,,, 
Sunday Night Live: Three Days y 
Killer Comedy Show, Dj Dudem 


cover. MON 31 (9:30pm): News 


Eve: The House of Payne. 1) $34 


ner; $10 lounge. Adv. ticket: @ 
Sidetrack. TUE 1 (9:30pm): The 
of Payne. No cover, 


SUGARBOWL CAFE AND pap 


10922-88 Ave. *Every FRI Original 
music. FRI 21; Little Baby Cupcay, 


FRI 28: Everett LaRoi (solo pera 
ance). 


TIM'S GRILL 7106-109 st. 4) 


Steward. No cover. 
WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir \\, 


stg 


Churchill Sq., 99 St., 102A Ave 
1414. SAT 29: The Mike Plume g; 
TIX $21. 


E CAL 


EDMONTON CHAMBER Music 


SOCIETY Convocation Hall, U 
Campus. FRI 11 (8pm): Claude 
(solo piano). 


of 


Fra 


EDMONTON SYMPHONY orcy 


TRA Winspear Centre, 4 Sir i 
Churchill Sq., 428-1414. THU 2 
22 (8pm): Super Specials: Hand 
Messiah. Edmonton Symphony 


ng 
0- 


els 


Orchestra, Maria D’Aragnes (sopra! 


no), Matthew White (counterte: 
Marian Albert (tenor), Marek 


NOF 


Gasztecki (bass), The Richard Eaton) 
Singers, Grzegorz Nowak (conduct 
TIX $23-$59. Student and senior ¢ 


counts available. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


10025-105 St. SAT 22 (8pm): \ 


(ota 


Christi: Ensemble de la Rue (The ( 


CD release concert). TIX $15, § 
student/senior @ The Gramoph 
Orlando Books, @ door. 


VARSCONA THEATRE 10329 


10 


One 


83 


Ave., 455-5014, 420-1757. THU 20 
SAT 22 (7pm; 2pm matinees Sat ani 
Sun): Snow White. An original musi 
adaptation. Written and directed by 
Garner Butler. Score composition a 
lyrics by Jeff Unger. Presented by 


‘OE TNE 
SEE NEX 


MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL 
OF US AT HE IRON HORSE! 


EXTREME KARAOKE THURSDAY 
WITH YOUR HOST GARY FROM MR. ENTERTAINMENT 


OILER HOCKEY ON THE BIG SCREENS! 


THURS - NJ 
FRIDAY - CHICAGO 


SET YOUR NEW YEARS EVE TIX ! 
SURE TO BE A SELLOUT AGAIN 


BOOK YOUR COMPANY CHRISTMAS PARTY 2 
JUST GIVE US A CALL AT 438-1907! 


“I 


THE IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING HOLE 
8101 - 103ST. EDMONTON WWW THEIRONHORSE <A 


T PAG 


YOU COULD WIN A TRIP TO MEXICO! ey 


erta Opera Touring Association. 
shows Mon-Wed. TIX $15 adult, 
) student/senior, free for child 12 
d under. Tickets @ TIX on the 

are. 


INSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston 
rchill Sq., 99 St., 102A Ave., 420- 
57, 423-6230. FRI 21 (noon-1pm): 
ristmas Bureau Caroling: Richard 
ion Singers, University of Alberta 
drigal Singers, University of Alberta 
ed Chorus, Greenwood Singers, 

b Coro Canada, De Camera Singers, 
oristi, Edmonton Opera Chorus, 
ulté St. Jean, Cantilon Chamber 
oir, Belle Canto, Ensemble de la 

e. Proceeds help the Christmas . 
reau (pledges @ 429-5151). Free 
cert and sing-along. FRI 28 

30pm and 7:30pm): Amahl and the 
ight Visitors. By Gian Carlo Menotti. 
ented by Opera Nuova. TUE 1 
30pm): Salute to Vienna with 
imphony Canada. ; 


IGRIDER'S SALOON 11733-78 
479-7400. THU 20-SAT 22: Udder 
ddness. FRI 28-SAT 29: Stephanie 
omson. MON 31: New Year's Eve: 
ephanie Thomson. TIX $25. 


THOMAS COFFE HOUSE 44 St. 
iomas Street, St. Albert, 458-8225. 
THU (7:30-11:30pm): Open 

with Jim and Penny. 


ROOMS RESTAURANT 

ionton Centre, 102 Ave. entrance, 

767. THU 20 (9pm): The Don 
Trio with Ken Hoffman (saxo- 

ene). FRI 21 (9pm): Mo Lefever 

d Stephanie Suchy. SAT 22 (9pm): 

Alterations Trio. THU 27 (9pm): 

) and Fred (of the Hi-Phonigs). FRI 
SAT 29 (9pm): The Brett Miles 

©. MON 31: New Year's Eve: The 

Miles Trio. TIX $50. 


PAN ALLEY 4804 Calgary Tr. S., 
2-2060. THU 20: Helen Nolan. FRI 
PSAT)22: (roots, rock, reg- 
®). FRI 28: Like Fun. SAT 29: 


= 
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Knights in White Satan ple 
1e house ast alte lal 1 
Wicked Fantasy. 


unless the Land’s 


Rule Of Nines (rock). MON 31: New 
Year's Eve: The Bobby Cameron Band. 
TIX $49.95. 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-101 St., 
425-6151. FRI 21 (8pm-midnight): 
Stuart Crosley Trio. 


PIANO BARS 


SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO 
Capilano Mall, 5004-98 Ave., 463- 
7788. THU 20-SAT 22: Dave Hiebert. 
THU 27-SAT 29: Darryl Kitlitz. MON 
31: The Little Black Dress New Year's 
Eve: Darryl Kitlitz. TIX $10. THU 3-SAT 
5: Chuck Belhuimer. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN 
Rice Howard Way, 10012-1014 Ave., 
426-7784. THU 20-SAT 22: Sam 
August. TUE 25-SAT 29: Sam August. 
MON 31: The Little Black Dress New 
Year's Eve: Mark Magarrigle. TIX $10. 
WED 2-SAT 5: Mark Magarrigle. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM 
Bourbon St., W.E.M., 444-1752. THU 
20-SAT 22: Tim Becker. MON 24: 
Dave Hiebert. WED 26-SAT 29: Dave 
Hiebert. MON 31: The Little Black 
Dress New Year's Eve: Sam August. 
TIX $10. WED 2-SAT 5: Sam August. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 
10341-82 Ave., 433-9676. *Every 
SUN (9pm-1lam): Karaoke. THU 20- 
SAT 22: Mark Magarrigle. THU 27-SAT 
29: Mark Magarrigle. MON 31: Come 
as your Favourite Hero New Year's 
Eve: Duff Robison. TIX $10. WED 2- 
SAT 5: Duff Robison. . 

AND ROCK 
Also see VURB Weekly on page 40. 
CASINO EDMONTON 9055 Argyll 
Rd., 463-9467. FRI 21-SAT 22: 
Silverhawk. FRI 28-SAT 29: Madison 
County. MON 31 (9pm-2am): New 
Year's Eve: Madison County. FRI 4-SAT 
5: Catalyst. FRI 11-SAT 12: Pam Proud 
Band. 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 1 2464-153 
St., 463-9467. THU 20-SAT 22: Pam 
Proud Band. THU 27-FRI 29: Robin 
Kelly as Elvis. THU 3-SAT 5: Suite 33. 
FRI 11-SAT 12: Stan Foster Duo. 


THE COLISEUM INN 11845 Wayne 
Gretzky Dr., S., 471-1231. MON 31: 
New Year's Eve Gala: Hot Sands (top 


" INFERNO DANCE AND RETRO 


ORIGIN L\t—~ 


A 
ED 


Dress 


New Vear!s Rarty 


Sony & Stwpte, Canthicting the slmple abegmiee af the {Whe Black Dress with tke sienbs 
pleats of o tradiligual Engfiok Pb. Join us (low Yoo Exe bor good foad and qua! 
Onlectaiestindl, Yous $10 ficket includes o widxight auck. party frawun cad hur prizes 


Dourdounm - Capilone - Went Edmouten Wall 


40, calypso, soca, reggae). TIX $48. 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park, 449-3378. FRI 11: 
Mae Moore (adult contemporary). 


COMEAWOUR 


FAVORITE 
SUPER 


EERO 


Newsyeans Eve) Party, 


Wlevie ators te fivebightons, Idgh selnn? coack te the enp-eu-tke-cover: Come oo yrur 
haveunite luna ot kersine Bis Hew Yoor’s Eve! Your $10 Gicket tufudes o midnight 
mock, party hrvsurs coud hun prizes! 


NIGHTCLUB 9920-62 Ave., 408- 
2877. MON 31 (7pm door): New 
Year's: Captain Tractor, TIX $17.50 
adv. @ TicketMaster. 


THE JOINT NIGHTCLUB WEN, 
8882-170 St., 486-3013, 451-8000. 
MON 31 (8pm door); The Peoples 
New Year's Eve Celebration. TIX $25 
adv. @ The Joint. 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 
433-2599. THU 20: Haven. FRI 21-SAT 
22: My Huge Ass. WED 26-THU 27: 
King Ring Nancy. FRI 28-SAT 29: 
Trooper, Face First. MON 31: Face 
First. 


NASHVILLE'S ELECTRIC ROAD- 
HOUSE WEM, 489-1330, 451-8000. 
MON 31 (7pm door): New Year's Eve: 
Tom Cochrane. TIX $59.95 earlybird 
@ TicketMaster. 


OTTEWELL PUB 6108-90 Ave., 450- 
5953. *Every MON (9:30pm): Open 


stage hosted by Willy James. DOWKTOWK WEST EDIMMOUTON MALL 
RED'S WEM, 487-2066. MON 31: Dee 20-22: Som August Dow 20-22; Tow. Becker 
Studio 54 Mega Bash: The Travoltas Dee 26-29: Sam Auguat Der 24,28-29: Draw. Hiebert 
(disco retro). TIX $19.95 early bird @ 

Bede CAPLEAKO WHYTE AVERUE 

ROCK CENTRAL STATION Dee 20-22: Dove Hichent Dee 0-22; Wonk Wasgnie.’ 
Kingsway Inn, 10812 Kingsway Ave., Der 21-29: Devout Kittite Dee 21-29; Wark 


479-4266. FRI 21-SAT 22: Smilin’ Joe 
Blob. FRI 28-SAT 29: Sideshow Bob. 
MON 31 (8pm door): Sideshow Bob. 
$5 cover. 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S IRISH PUB 
Whitemud Crossing, 485-1717. 
sEvery TUE (9pm): Movie Trivia. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St., 
439-3388. *Every TUE: Urban 
Unplugged. THU 20: The Loving 
Dead, 13 Black. $5 cover. FRI 21-SAT 
22: FBI. $5 cover. WED 26-THU 27: DJ 
Gilligan. FRI 28-SAT29: Mustard Smile. 
$5 cover. MON 31: New Year's Eve: 
Mustard Smile. TIX $20. WED 2: Dj 
Gilligan. THU 3: Q.E.D,, Supernet. $5 
cover, TUE 8: Urban Unplugged. $5 
cover, WED 9: Ann Vriend Band $5 
cover. THU 10-SAT 12: McCuaig. 
$3/$5 cover. 


Aitend a Yew Year's Porty at any Showdeck Holmes tecation bor your 
chance te wioi 0 trip bor two. te PAMARAMLA countesy oh wueweexy 


The : L ; 
OH OLMES. 


Www, thesnerlockholmes.com 
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FOMONTON'S BES HOT SPOT 


> 


Je 20 - 22 The Rockin Highliners 
23 Carson Cole 
‘an | Motep's Groove 
10329 Whyte Avenue » 439-3981 


GOT THE BLUES 


By CAM HAYDEN 


Good and plenty 


With both the Commercial Hotel and 
Sidetrack Café coming under new 
management this past year, many 
folks—myself included—were under- 
standably worried about the future of 
the blues scene in Edmonton. Would 
the Commercial continue to book 
more high-profile acts? Would the 
Sidetrack make a shift towards more 
blues acts as their new co-owner 
(and former manager of the Com- 
mercial), Michael Purcell, tried to put 
his stamp on that venue? Of course, 
these are the kinds of questions that 
can't be answered right away; new 
management always has to walk a 
fine line between making big 
changes that may alienate longtime 
patrons while attracting new cus- 
tomers with their own ideas about 
how things ought to operate. 

As 2001 draws to a close, both 
the Commercial and the Sidetrack 
Café appear to be doing very well— 
and doing well by the blues, thank 
you very much. Jim Good has decid- 
ed to book a raft of acts at the Com- 
mercial in the new year that will 
meet the approval of any blues fan 


worth their salt, including such West 
Coast acts as Rusty Zinn, guitar hero 
Junior Watson, Joe Houston and 
Mark Hummell. 

Over at the ‘Track, Purcell has low- 
ered drink prices and covers, added a 
Saturday afternoon jam hosted by 
members of the musical Lent family 
and, in the past few weeks, has 
booked successful gigs by Sam Cock- 
rell and Jack Semple. The venerable 
‘Track is indeed gaining some much- 
needed new perspective. 

In January, both venues will wel- 
come acts that wowed audiences at 
last year’s Labatt Blues Festival. Curtis 
Salgado made a big impression with 
his high-energy soul and R&B and 
super work on the harp works a front 
three at the Blues on Whyte from the 
January 21-23, while the back half of 
that week will see blues fans migrating 
to Sidetrack for a three-night stand by 
exceptional singer Janiva Magness 
from January 24-26, 


Liquid Highliners 


| recently caught up with Robert 
Tycholis of the Rockin’ Highliners, 
who are working the Blues on Whyte 
this week to find out what’s new 
with the group. “It’s been a while 
since we’ve been in town,” he told 
me. “We were at the Sidetrack last 
March and worked the Stage 13 
thing at Camrose in the summer, but 
that’s it.” 

These days the band features the 
twin guitars of Clayton Sample and 
Junior Demchuk, along with new 
bassist Chris Bern out of Calgary who 
is known locally for his work with 


Lester Quitzau. Ken McM, 
remains on drums. “Our so,,,,, 
gradually been changing,” Ty¢ 
says. “We've been moving aw; 
the jump/swing late-’40s Wes, 4 
sound since Alex [Herriot) leff 
band, and with Clayton ang ., 
doing the majority of the Songw 
we've been moving to 2 ,, 
uptempo, harder-edged soun, 
sort of a cross between rockin’ Hj 
in’ Wolf, ZZ Top and the Fapy 
Thunderbirds.” 

With a résumé that include 
album produced by the INcompz 
Duke Robillard and a stint as the 
Canadian act to play the Prestig 
King Biscuit Blues Festival, the 
liners have piqued the inte;. 
blues fans south of the border a: , 
“We've been shopping for ; 
label and have found it in Say 
Records out of Baltimore, Mary/g; 
Tycholis says. “Label owner Davic 
has signed us on and it looks likey 
be in the studio in early Februa 
cut a new disc.” 

You can catch the Highiin 
through Saturday night at the g| 
on Whyte or, as singer and ba 
leader Robert Tycholis told 
“For a real treat, head to Jasper 
New Year's Eve because we'|| 
playing a fundraiser for the Jas 
Folk Festival.” © 


a eg ieee 
Cam Hayden hosts the Friday Nig 
Blues Party from 9 p.m. to midniq 
on the CKUA Radio Network, 94.9 
and 580 AM. He is also a partner ia 
Blues International Ltd., prod. 
Edmonton’s Labatt Blues Festiva 


PMalons fice 


rd be praised! 
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Dec 21 & 22 Smilin’ Joe Blob 
Dec 28 & 29 Sideshow Bob 


orld events notwithstand- 
ing, it’s been a very good 
year for Maren Ord. 

day of our chat, she’s sitting 
sy Vancouver 
rant. That 
she'll be per- 
ig at a benefit 


and she’s talking about her 
ideo for “Perfect,” the lead 
om her debut album, Waiting. 
just handed in to MuchMu- 
ay,” she says enthusiastically. 
d's first video, “All I Want,” 
«d the young Edmonton singer 
g a boy through the streets 
burbs of Toronto, and ended 
ming a respectable amount of 
€ on both MuchMusic and 
oreMusic. Coy as ever, Ord 
bt divulge whether she’s been 
¢ any young men in real life 
had any young men chasing 
it she is having a little trouble 
§ her head around the fact that 
a lot of fans out there. 

5 cool to go on my website 
what fans have to say,” she 
'U's weird to have fans, but I 
at's what you call them.” 

« has earned every single one 
m. At the age of 16, she won a 
Songwriter competition spon- 
by Power 92, which led to a 
recording and eventually a 
bn the Lilith Fair tour. Then 
Nettwerk and a record deal. 
Waiting was released back in 
y, Ord has been on a never- 
B trek, playing to crowds of all 
hroughout North America. 
‘i-deprecating charm, coupled ~ 


with a remarkably accomplished 
songwriting skill beyond her 20 
years, has deservedly won her the 
adoration of seemingly everybody 
who hears her. 


Deceiving on a jet plane 


Ord thinks the whirlwind of the past 
year has changed her. “As an artist,” 
she says, “in the sense that I’ve been 
performing more this year than I 
ever had in my life, so 
it’s been good prac- 
tice in the ability 
to get up in front of 
a crowd and perform. 
As a person, I've learned a lot and 
grown, I think. There are definitely 
experiences that are going to try you 
and your values. It’s been physically 
trying as well—it’s hard being on an 
airplane at four in the morning and 
then getting off and pretending that 
you're ready to go all day.” 

There has also been an emotion- 
al cost. Having grown up in a tight- 
knit, musically-inclined family, 
taking her guitar and suitcase on the 
road has proven to be a lonely expe- 
rience at times. “It's neat, because 
there are so many people to meet 
and different things I’ve been able 
to experience, but at the same time 
it comes with a sacrifice,” she sighs. 
“] have a tour manager, who 
becomes your instant friend 24 
hours a day. But you're away from 
home and everything that’s familiar 
to you—you have to tug along even 
though you're away from everybody 
important to you. But fans are 
important, too. It’s something you 
have to learn how to balance.” 

Her audiences have become-a 
balancing act of sorts as well. She 
recently spent three weeks on the 
road opening for popsters Sugar 
Jones, followed by a stint with 
mature folk act Jimmy Rankin. “It 
was a lot of fun [with Sugar Jones],” 
she laughs. “Our genres are so differ- 


ent, but the audiences were great in 
the sense that there were a lot of 
young kids who were excited to be 
there in the first place. So even 
though there's this girl playing an 
acoustic set, they’re all there scream- 
ing at the top of their lungs.” 
Rankin’s audiences, on the other 
hand, were something else entirely. 
“He's got this solo country thing 
going on,” she explains, “so the audi- 
ence was definitely more polite.” 


Store losers? 


Either way, it’s a big improvement 
on in-store performances. “They can 
be difficult,” says Ord. “It was some- 
thing that I definitely had to do in 
the beginning—it’s something any 
new artist has to do if they're going 
to get their name out there. But It’s 
hard, because there can be two peo- 
ple in the store or 20. You don’t 
know how many of them are going 
to be actual fans, or are just in the 
store. It’s good in the sense that 
people will either recognize your 
voice or your face, and they go get 
the CD or chat with me afterwards.” 

Ord’s recent performance at 
HMV in West Edmonton Mall was 
one of the better shows. She was 
signing autographs for an hour after 
her set, a reality that has only 
begun to sink in. “It’s almost nor- 
mal now to have the odd person 
come up to me,” she says. “The 
other night, I was walking around 
with someone at the legislature to 
see the lights, and this couple came 
up to us. They were making a little 
video and they were asking us ques- 
tions about what we thought of 
Christmas, and all of a sudden they 
were like, ‘Oh, you’re Maren Ord!’ 
It was kind of funny, really.” © 


ee 
Edmonton Food Bank benefit show * 
Sidetrack Café * Thu, Dec 20 * 
Admission free with Food Bank donation 


Dec. 31 Sidesh 
Doors @ 8 pm ¢ $5 includes snacks 


WIN A DELUXE SNOWBOARD 
OR 


SMOKING ESTABLISHMENT 


SeVLT’sePOOL TABLES 


BEER & LIQUOR OFF SALES 
"TIL 2:50 AM DAILY 


ACRES OF FREE PARKING 
70 HOTEL ROOMS AVAILABLE 


KINGSWAY INN 


10812 KINGSWAY AVENUE & 
479-4266 
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20 DANCERS 
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All | want for Christmas is my flying snail | 


#Edmonton’s musical 
movers and shakers 
reveal their wish lists 


o what do you want for 
Goris Now before you 
Start off, it’s time 
we heard what 
some other people 
had to say. Usually, 
Vue Weekly spends each 
week devoting space to what musi- 
cians have to say about themselves, 
and it isn’t often we get to hear 
about the folks standing in the 
wings. 

These are only a few of the people 
who set the click track for the local 
music scene's beat—these are the ones 
who set up the shows, negotiate the 
fees, promote the records and spread 


Neutrogena’ 


the music for 
everyone to 
hear. Like a lot 
of other busi- 
nesses, the 
music industry 
likes to simmer f 
down over the | 
holidays and ff 
take stock, and 
these are what a few 
local players hope to 
find under the tree 
come Christmas 
morning. 


Cam Hayden, Vue Weekly colum- 
nist and producer of Labatt 
Blues Festival: “A motorcycle season 
that lasts from March 15 to October 
31; the health arid happiness to enjoy 
it for Carrol and me; a strong Canadi- 
an dollar and three days of great 
weather from August 23 to 25 [Blues 
Fest weekend].” 


presented by 


all ages matinee 
doors 2:30pm / show 3:15pm 


icketma 


Steve Derpack, 
manager of 
programming 
and licensed 
activities, U of 
A Students’ 
Union: “] want 
to know what 
people want to 
see in this town, 
and for them to get off their asses to 
support it. And if that’s not enough, 
they can buy me a hot cocoa.” 


started last year, and it was 
a blast. And since I’m get- 
ting married and stuff, | 
want domestic things. Like 
barstools. And a Volkswa- 
gen Passat.” 


Jay Willis, music and 
programming director, 
CJSR-FM: “The giant flying 
snail from Dr. Dolittle. It’s 
the only safe mode of 
transportation these days.” 


Andrew White, entertainment 
programmer, Sidetrack Café: 
“The same as Steve.” 


Kirby, entertainment co-ordi- 
nator, Ramparts Entertain- 
ment: “For all to realize the wealth 
of musical talent we have here, and 
Gary Fredrich, 
promotional 
representative 
for EMI Music 
Canada: “You 
know, I'd like a pair 
of snowshoes. I 


for the Edmonton music scene to 
thrive and become so healthy as to 
have a positive presence in the 
national industry. And as a bonus 
for the same sector, to quote a hip- 
pie song from my youth, come on 
people now, smile on your brother, 
everybody get together try to love 
one another right now.” 


Rob Wright, a.k.a. Jailhouse 
Rob, Les Tabernacles/Bullet- 
proof Productions: “I want to 
finish the Les Tabernacles record 


10764 101 ST 


’ ‘ i) 


FREECLOUD 
RECORDS 


Edmonton's Rockin' Record Shop 


for Chr; 
But I haye , 
ing th 
going 
late Chris; n 
Matt May 
ASSOCiate J 
gram dired 
and afte; 
host, 19 
The Bear 
would |i, 
return to de 
customer service, the elimi, 
of the electronic busines: p}, 
directory and while we 
alternate means of employ; 
telemarketers.” 


Ron Harwood, promotiy 
representative, Universal \4y 
Canada: “I want a company Vo) 
A cellphone that works. | 
movie from Bob and Doug \c 


zie. And beer that freshen; , 
breath while you drink it!” © 


LP's, 45s, 78s, tapes, CD'S 
Record Sleeves & Supplies 


Christmas LP stock in now: Miles, Monk, 
Coltrane, AFI, Misfits, Beefheart, Fela 
Meters, Ramones, Stones, VU, & more! 


429-1476 


‘| probably be 
nightclub, but 
ch one is right 


ime to celebrate its demise 
ith the ceremonial sacrifice 


her you're 
ng for a 
e to pull out an 
ysive party dress and ring in 
ew Year at a posh martini bar, 
e rock event or just another 
o drinkfest, Vue Weekly has got 
pods for you. Now if I can only 
out a way to be at all these 
s long enough to guzzle some 
ampagne, spread some lech- 
cheer and actually remember 
smooched at midnight, every- 
will work out fine. 


b: The Final Countdown 
City Likwid Lounge): If '80s 
and spandex rock is your bag, 
o farther than New City where 
ights in White Satan (featuring 
bers of Slow Fresh Oil and 
Reach with a couple of ringers 
yn in for good measure) and 
sd Fantasy (Choke in their glam 
incarnation) will be rockin’ out 
ght. The Knights’ guitarist, 
ny Bob, invites one and all for 
great slices of American cheese, 
champagne and the greatest 
in’ roll band in the world.” (Tix 
advance, $15 at the door) 


2002 (New City Suburbs): 
ay you're looking for some fun 
ou don’t want to pay an exorbi- 
imount just to get messy drunk? 
Suburbs is the place for you. 
e last few years they've been 
ing a cheap-ass night attended 
arge crowd of sweaty dancers 
g down this year to local spin- 
Blue Jay and Nik Rofeelya. (Tix 
the door) 


© 54 Retro Party (Red’s, 
Edmonton Mall): People 
© win stuff. People like disco. 
lle like mirror balls and laser 
shows. These are all accepted 
, SO Why not bring them all 
her under one roof along with 
bowling and videogames? This 
Red's operations manager 
h Hupka decided to do just 
He brought in the Travoltas, a 
disco band that he knows from 
©xperience always packs the 
® and gets it into a dancing 
y. They’re also giving away 
very cool prizes and there are 
levels of tickets: $25 gets you 
© door, $30 gets you a mid- 
buffet, and $45 gets you all 
d a prime rib dinner. Every- 
a chance at the prizes. 


; iows from last year 


it has a winning combination in its 
cozy atmosphere and the desperate 
country sounds of Old Reliable. 
While the band may have you crying 
in your beer with their sultry, sad 
songs, they will be tears of joy as you 
two-step your way between the 
barstools. Best buy your $15 tickets 
early because it will sell out. 


The Bear’s New Year’s Bash 
(Shaw Conference Centre): This 
no-frills rock show features some 
hot Canadian talent as 
well as a chance to 
help raise money 
for the Bear's Chil- 
dren’s Fund. The 
Watchmen, Shocore and Rake will 
keep the house jumping and while 
the Bear's Matt Mauler says there is 
no dress code, he quickly adds, “We 
insist you do wear clothes.” Other 
than no minors, the clothes thing 
seems to be the only rule. (Tix $32 
plus service charge) 


Tom Cochrane (Nashville’s 
Electric Roadhouse): Fancy a 
chance to see the boy inside the 
man? Do you believe that life really 
is a highway? Does anyone in your 
family have a shot at the big 
leagues? Then New Year's Eve with 
Canuck rock legend Tom Cochrane 
might be the perfect choice. 
Advance tickets are available at Tick- 
etMaster for $56. 


Turbo NYE Special Edition (Lush 
Nightclub/The Rev Cabaret): 
The downtown club is presenting a 
New Year's Eve party modelled after 
their popular Turbo Saturdays club 
night, which means lights, lasers, 
smoke machines and pumping dance 
beats. Montreal tech-house DJ 
Lafléche heads the bill, with Turbo 
residents David Stone and Derkin 
along for the ride. Hip hop beats will 
be provided downstaits by Rerun and 
Sundog. Tickets are $20 in advance at 
Colourblind, Foosh, DV8 Records and 
Underground WEM. 


Stars: All the metalheads and punks 
looking for some heavy musical 
action to bang heads and raise fists to 
can saunter up to Stars where local 
scenesters Lure, Curbstomp and 
Endsville will be playing. Organizer 
Doug Johnson is confident Stars is the 
place you want to be this New Year's. 
Why? “Because,” he says, “clearly this 
is the party I'm in charge of. No one, 
in my opinion, can organize a party 
like I can, especially one that’s sup- 
posed to be so memorable.” There will 
be tons of door prizes as well, includ- 
ing tattoos, CDs and dope parapher- 
nalia. (“Stuff 1 know our clientele 
uses,” says Johnson.) (Tix $8 in 
advance, $10 at the door) 


Parliament: If you’re more into 
electronica, check out Parliament, 
where London’s DJ Ink will be laying 
down the drum ‘n’ bass beats for $10. 


Filthy McNasty’s: Because everyone 
knows you'd rather spend your cash 
at the bar than at the door, Filthy’s is 

’ Party. (I 


. $5 ‘70s Party.(1 
“don’t care what my spell-checker 


DMAlon sce 


here to be on N.Y.E. 


says; there is no “r” in “polyesta.”) 
Between rounds of Twister for Tequila 
they'll be giving away prizes for the 
best-dressed disco studs and bunnies 


Devlin’s: If you're looking for a 
more mature night out, one spent 
sipping some top-shelf booze and 
rubbing elbows with the well- 
dressed beautiful people, Devlin’s is 
the spot you desire. In theory, the 
premium alcohol they serve won't 
give you a hangover, and at $15 it’s 
a classy night out you can afford. 


New Year’s Celebration (Infer- 
no Dance and Retro Night- 
club): Looking for a mix of 
mainstream club music, a touch of 
classics and live Celtic party rock? 
Local favourites Captain Tractor 
will ring in the new year down at 
the Argyll Road nightspot, and you 
can join them for a mere $17.50 
Tickets are available at TicketMaster 
and the price includes champagne 
and party favours. 


The People’s New Year’s Eve 
Celebration (The Joint): Hmm. 
Sounds vaguely... communist, don’t 
you think? Not so, say the people at 
the Joint—it’s “a gathering of thou- 
sands to celebrate the people!” I 
thought it was the arrival of a new 
year. Whatever. All the Joint asks is 
that you dress to impress, and 
remember to pick up your $25 early 
bird ticket at the West Edmonton 
Mall club. © 
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NEW YEARS 2002 


THE ANNUAL TRADITION 


NEW CITY'S 


\ 
NEW YEARS PARTY 


7A BLUE JAY & NIK ROFEELYA 


MONDAY DECEMBER 31 


DOORS AT 7 PM 
$5 AT THE DOOR 
SPECIALS, PRIZES 
& CHAMPAGNE AT 
MIDNIGHT! 


p= 18} = 18) I=) 


SHOULD OLD ACQUINTANCES BE FORGOT AND NEVER.., WHAT THE HELL IS THAT SONG ABOUT?! 


Tickets also available at 
centres or Charge-By-Phone: 780-4 1-8000 8 
me VUE soEAR 


A ClearChannel Entertainment Event. 


qa|| t7eketmaster.ca 


Ay 
|) WELLL ULL 
MULL 


No end: CB Sok ony 


0% on all financing up to 1 year 
Sale applies to IN-STOCK merchandise ONLY. 


i Dec. 26th.-31st. 
MOTHER'S 


MUSIC 
425-1400 10251 - 109 Street 


* Start up odministration chaige of $25 on leases. Minimum $50.00 purchase to receive NO G.S.1 


SounD 
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NEW & USED 
CD's « Vinyl 


or 
Tt) Imieresid 


Imported & Domestic Stock 
Vintage & Collectibles 
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By ALLISON KYDD 
CES TERS 


The littlest birds sing the 
prettiest songs 


When Alberta College’s Conservatory 
of Music promises a Festival of Light, it 
delivers—not only candles (both real 
and pseudo), but the shimmer of 
black gowns, a gleaming grand piano, 
17 sets of glinting harp strings and 
many rows of smiling faces. It was the 
Conservatory’s regular December con- 
cert at the Winspear, held this year on 
December 16, and the four Schola 
Cantorum choirs were featured, as 
well as the Conservatory’s harp and 
string orchestras and several vocalists. 
There were also dancers. 

As always, the Primary Choir was a 
hit. In shiny Mary Jane shoes and 
white knee socks or manly sneakers, 
decorated with red ties or ribbons, 
music memorized, mouths open like 
young birds, they light up the stage 
whatever they sing. Many showed 
musical talent—and listeners could 
actually understand the words. 

The Intermediate Choir was more 
polished, though their selections all 
sounded rather the same. A boy 
soprano named Giovanni Ursella sang 
the solo in an arrangement of “O 
Come, Little Children.” His voice was 


Our advertisers are saying things, 
like “Vue Weekly has allowed 
our project to sell quickly.” 


For more formation on 
how you can join in the 
success, call Rob Lightfoot 
at 426-1996. 


425-8721 


breathtakingly sweet. If he learns to 
project before adolescence, he should 
audition for the title role in NUOVA’s 
Amahl and the Night Visitors. | under- 
stand Menotti, the composer, intend- 
ed a boy for the role. But | digress. 

The Schola Youth Ensemble 
worked with a repertoire chosen to 
exploit the possibilities of a small 
choir. Two Benjamin Britten songs, 
“The Oxen” and “The Birds,” were 
challenging, but the close harmonies 
of the last-minute substitution “I Sing 
of a Maiden” by Patrick Hadley, was 
even more memorable. 

The Women’s Choir was the high- 
light of the afternoon concert. If a few 
years ago their numbers were dwin- 
dling, they have certainly come back to 
strength. Their excellent relationship 
with conductor John Brough was obvi- 
ous, as was their appreciation for regu- 
lar Schola accompanist Robert 
Casgrain. Brough demonstrated his rich 
background in church music, even play- 
ing the organ, but it was lost on most 
of the crowd, who happily clapped at 
every pause in Fauré’s Messe Basse. 

Jean-Louis Barbier, manager of 
choral and instrumental programs at 
the Conservatory, conducted the 
Youth Ensemble, as well as the harp 
orchestra when required, and even 
the audience. The remaining conduc- 
tors, Gillian Brinston (Primary Choir) 
and Kimberly Nikkel (Intermediate 
Choir and String Orchestra), also had 
the sparkle that’s so important when 
working with youngsters. 

As at most large Conservatory con- 
certs, conducting responsibilities and 
performance spotlight were shared. For 
instance, harpists played in different 
combinations, and everyone with expe- 
rience had a chance to shine. There did 
seem to be a lot of shifting about, per- 
haps the downside of having a record 
number of harps on stage. Just as there 
was no dead space on stage, there was 
no dead space on the program. Choirs 
moved while harps played. 

Adding dancers, however, was too 
much of a good thing. The stage was 
busy enough and there was no need 
for more visual stimulation. This isn’t 
to say special guests from Dance 
Alberta wouldn’t have been lovely to 
watch on their own, The choreogra- 
phy was pretty and sensitive to the 


space but primarily distrac;,, 
fact conductors had to » 
music stands should have pb». en 
the staging was too ambiti. ous 
Conservatory director Bonn 
son’s explanation that chilq,. n 
as they make music, that th 
ciplines blend naturally toge 
n‘t an adequate rationale. 


If you see one, see 4; 


Because our local boy sopran, 
not be quite ready for the role | 
in the upcoming NUOVA pro), 
also at the Winspear, will p). 
Marcia Whitehead, who is ,, ig 
from Winnipeg and entering }; 
ond season as an apprentice \, 
Montreal Opera. She has an jn, 
sive list of credits, including 
Hansel for NUOVA’s produc 
Hansel and Gretel, so no doubt; 
be convincing. Other roles in the 
sic tale will be played by Renee 4 
David Matthew Bedard, Ben s; 
and Edmonton’‘s own Timothy 4 A 
son. On the program with Amol 
the Night Visitors, which has 
formances—1:30 and 7:30 on Deg 
ber 28—is Walter Farquharson’: 
Little Red Wagon Miracle Renewed 

This coming weekend, tho 
must be reserved for the Ric 
Eaton Singers in their annual proj 
tion of Handel’s Messiah, with 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
and the Ensemble de la Rue’s | 
Christi (First Presbyterian Church, 
urday, December 22, 8 p.m.) and 
last chance for the Alberta Og 
Touring Association's presentatio 
Snow White (Varscona Theatr 
p.m.). Fortunately, Messiah plays 
nights, and Snow White's run has 
from December 7 to 22, so you cf 
take in all three events. Not that 
trying to influence you or anything 

If you are planning on 
Messiah, you might want to bri 
non-perishable food item for 
Edmonton Food Bank. Rumour ha 
donations are down this year. 
another item to check off on you 
might be the Edmonton Symph 
Orchestra's recipe book, Tune Up 
Cuisine. Call Lois Hobbs at 434-56 
or e-mail her at brian. hobbst 
wave.com, for more information. § 


DON'T 
FORGET 


y DAVID STONE 
iny’s wild 


i i 01 ¢ with OS/2, Tripswitch, 
@pavid Stone and Davey James 
| » Friday Dec. 21 With a name 
ps2, you'd like to think that the 
pwns ona different platform than 
st of us. Ryan Kruger seems to 
he best system wired into his 
| because nothing seems to stop 
rash him or confound him. 
ger is not only regarded as one 
best banging trance DJs in Cana- 
he’s become somewhat of a leg- 
Canadian clublore. With friend 
Sands and a few others, Kruger 
ied Destiny Productions in 1993 
ided its evolution into one of the 
successful and longest-running 
anies of its kind in the country. 
from the numerous one-off events 
lub nights, Destiny has also 
ded with DAMN D] Management, 
5 roster that includes the Libera- 
abolic Frolic, Czech, Hatiras and 
e Dentist. Destiny also established 
orld Electronic Music Festival, 
h takes place annually in late July at 
door location. This year, the three 
vent featured Jon “00” Fleming, 
topher Lawrence, Commander 
H-Foundation, Olav Basoski, Bass- 


et Dinner - iv$'2/ Door $15 
Dance - Adv $15/Door $20 
Featuring Live Music by 


Hot Sands- 


un, Lively, Caribbean Flavour) 
ok Now! 471-1231 
PACKAGE DEALS INCLUDE: 
luxe Hotel Room @Dance 
Buffet Dinner Parking 


ople nle- SAB / PERSON . 
eonle - eth PERSON 


= $64 / PERSON 


bin Twins, Fergie and Mark Scaife. 

“The actual event itself was great. 
We, the organizers, didn’t have such a 
great time, however,” Kruger says 
“The police didn’t want to see it hap- 
pen and we did—it was a battle of the 
wills, really. There were court chal- 
lenges that we're still fighting, which 
we're about 50 percent through.” 

The weekend, which attracted 
12,000 partiers, was marred by the 
presence of Ontario Provincial Police, 
who surrounded the site with SWAT 
teams, mobile tactical stations with 
satellite dishes and cruisers. “It was real- 
ly nuts,” Kruger sighs. “They expected 
bad things to happen and it ended up 
being one of the safest music events 
that has ever been held in Ontario.” 

Kruger doesn’t see himself as a cru- 
sader, despite his high profile in Toron- 
to’s dance music scene. “I’m just 
somebody who stands up for their 
rights,” he says. “Over the last couple 
of years, Destiny has tried to work with 
the city. We're the ones paying for the 
undercover police officers at the parties. 
We're the ones paying for the permits. 
We're the ones making the effort to 
make the parties safe, And yet the next 
day, you've got the city on TV, saying 
they've busted three people for drugs 
at an event or whatever and blaming 
the promoter. After a while, you just 
have to say enough is enough.” 

As an artist, OS/2 has jumped into 
a promising production career. He’s 
already released a number of singles 
through various labels in the UK and 
his recent collaborations with Chris 
Liberator, Commander Tom and Jon 
the Dentist have definitely opened a 
number of doors for Kruger. 

“if you work with three prolific pro- 


ducers, you tend to learn quite a bit,” 
laughs Kruger. “They each have their 
Own approach to making music and it’s 
all influenced the way | make music.” 

Kruger feels that it’s not enough to 
be just a good Dj anymore, “It’s a hin- 
drance if you're a DJ and you don't 
have any music out there that people 
like. There are a thousand good Djs out 
there, but people get booked because 
they’re doing something unique. That's 
the catch-22—making music that you 
want to have out there and making 
music that will sell do not always mean 
the same thing. But you've got to try.” 

As for the future, Kruger is looking 
forward to the Destiny New Year's Eve 
party in Toronto, as well as another 
monthly installment of Ascension, fea 
turing D.A.V.E. The Drummer and 
Vancouver's Grooverobber. The new 
year also represents a new chapter for 
Destiny's evolution. “Next year, we're 
moving away from all ages events,” 
he says. “But we want to start doing 
some unique things.” 

One such endevour is Renaissance, 
a roving club night that fuses the best 
elements of nightclubs and raves. The 
first event will take place at Roy 
Thompson Hall, home of the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra and referred to 
as the Carnegie Hall of Canada. 

"We want to take club culture to 
unique locations,” Kruger explains. “It 
was a long process convincing the 
board, but at the end of the day they 
decided to take a chance. As you can 
imagine, there were a few grey hairs 
around the table, so it took some con- 
vincing that a few thousand people 
dancing on the stage where the sym- 
phony plays would be a good idea,” 

The board's decision did take 
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Kruger by surprise. “Strangely, the 
older members were more open to 
the idea than the middle-aged mem- 
bers. They seemed to understand that 
the world is changing and it’s worth 
trying a few new ideas.” 


Deko-Ze the halls 


As Christmas creeps up, the city’s 
clubs still seem to have a lot of life 
left in them. Turbo Saturdays over at 
Lush is giving clubbers a special gift 
this weekend by inviting back peren 
nial favourite Deko-Ze for one last set 
before the end of the year. Mean 
while, Hardcover Saturdays at Parlia 
ment welcomes prolific British drum 
‘n’ bass icon D] Ink to the decks. Ink 
is on tour promoting the release of 
his debut album on Goldie’s Metal 
headz label and will be joined by 
Hardcover residents Celcius, Ghetto 
F/X, |.me.J and MC Deadly. As well, 
G-Spot/Evar After is presenting 
Crouching Tiger Hidden D} 3: tron 
Turntable on Friday, featuring Cal 
gary folk Pauly Dee and Anthem with 
a number of fine local talents. O 


‘pauly - 


Calgary - bl <ged Sunrie 0 p 
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Tristan Newton 
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TECHNOLOGICAL | 
NealK 
Electronica 
Wednesday Mornings 
TAM - 3AM 


THE PHANTOM PYRAMID — 
Minister Faust 
Global African/HipHop 


10PM - 1PM 


CATCH THE BEAT 
itt Milk 
HipHt akbeat/DnB 


4PM ~ 6PM 


FREQUENCY 

DJ Delux 
House/HipHop/DTempo 
Saturdays 

6PM -BPM 


CARIBBEAN SWING 
KC (& Kinki) 
Reggae/Calypsa/Soca 
Saturdays 

8PM ~ 10PM 


SMOOTH TOO: 

Tina Sparkle & 
zyme — 

House/Trance/DnB 

Saturd 

10PM Midnight 


URBAN HANG SUITE 
Arlo\Maverick 
HipHop/RnB/Soul/ 
Dancehall Reggae 
Saturdays 

12AM~ 3AM 


THE PLATFORM 


DXL & RUSH 
HipHop/R&B/Dance 
Saturdays 

3AM - GAM 


FM 
30 


enim 


-rornin darkness - 
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What happens when you take 14 of 
the world’s most distinguishable 
emcees, dump them into a studio 
together, then hit “record”? 

The Dungeon Family’s Even In 
Darkness answers that question with 
authority. From the get-go, hearing 
the voices of Cee-Lo (Goodie Mob), 
Big Boi (Outkast), Witchdoctor and 
Freddie Calhoun in one place is inspir- 
ing. The unquestionable energy 
throughout the entire work is, to date, 
almost unparalleled in the hip-hop 
industry. While this energy does burn 
out at certain points during the CD, 
the loss is not considerable enough to 
take away from the disc as a whole. 

Songs like “Follow the Light” 
showcase the vocal abilities of numer- 
ous emcees through high-speed yet 
under-produced beats. These songs, 
although great in their own right, are 
merely introductions to the talent 
spread throughout the CD. Each time 


you listen to Even in Darkness, you'll 
discover more small details, clever 
wordplay or creative references. 

Other tracks, like the commercial- 
ly-aimed “Trans DF Express” and even 
the abstract “Crooked Booty” will 
undoubtedly find their way onto club 
and radio playlists. Basically, no matter 
which side of the Dungeon Family 
you're looking for, you'll find it here. 
Unlike Outkast’s highly acclaimed 
Stankonia CD, Even in Darkness does- 
n't take too many risks in delivery. 
Many of the songs follow a textbook 
format and even prioritize catchy 
hooks over creativity. But despite this 
downside, Even in Darkness is a land- 
mark release for many established and 
even more underrated artists. 


Ye te Fe Ye —SeAN AusTin-Joyner 


Ice Cuse Greatest Hits — 
It's the Christmas season and the great- 
est hits compilations have surfaced, as 
they do every year. Besides Death 
Row's Snoop Doggy Dogg album, the 


Majestik is the perfect place to ring in the New Year 
with the absolute best Dance Music in town. 
What a night we have planned, starting with 

complimentary buffet and champagne at 8pm and 
the best in Disco House and Hard House. 

Buy your tickets now, we are only selling 300 Tickets 
to guarantee our patrons a comfortable, classy night 
unlike other clubs that overcrowd making it 
uncomfortable and impossible to get a drink. 


Majestik will be perfect, full enough for the best vibe 
and atmosphere with room to dance and space to get 
your drinks. 


Crunchee 
Charlie Mayhem 
YE 
Kristoff 


Tickets $20 (includes Buffet and 
free champagne at 8pm). Available 
at Foosh, Colour Blind, Feroshus, DV-8, 
Underground and Majestik. On Sale Dec 14th. 


10123 112 St. 


confusing Cappadonna collection and 
Boyz Il Men’s contribution to the holi- 
day season, there is another album that 
will have old-school heads grinning— 
Ice Cube has compiled his 12 years of 
solo experience onto one CD, which 
will appeal to both new and old fans. 
The disc opens with some of his 
newer, club-friendly tracks, like 
“Pushin’ Weight” and “We Be Club- 
bin,’” which may initially turn older 
fans away. In fact, most of Ice Cube 
fans from the NWA days will be pretty 
revolted when songs like “You Can Do 
It” begin polluting their stereos. 
Nonetheless, the bouncy, call-and- 
answer tracks are scarce on the CD, 
and it isn’t long before the classic Ice 
Cube makes its appearance. Cube’s 
collaboration with Das Efx on “Check 
Yo Self” breaks the ice, followed by 
“Once Upon a Time in the Projects.” 
As if that wasn’t enough, hip-hop clas- 
sics like “Jackin’ for Beats,” “The 
Nigga You Love to Hate” and “It Was 
a Good Day” make an already satisfac- 


tory CD even more enjoyabjc 
In addition to Cube’s mov. P 
work and his early-90s Classics 
are two previously unreleaseg . 
on the album. “$100 Dollar gj 
is a promising club joint, but the 
tus is desperately repetitive, \y,, 
less, it’s bound to be Popping 
clubs very soon. “In The Late) 
Hour,” the other new track, dicg 
the natural growth that Cube 4 
have experienced had he no; 
sidetracked with projects like Wey 
Connection. The song features 
aggressive, tactless side o; C 
which has been in hiding for way 
long. In itself, it possesses some y 
most impressive work displayed } 
artist in almost six years. 
Combine the two exclusive ¢, 
with some of Cube’s most memor 
work and you've got a tremendy 
well-orchestrated greatest hit 
lation, one that neither ne 
long-standing fans of his wor 


ignore. Weve tke ¥ —Sean Aust 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 
Whyte Ave * MON: Sense, deep house 
with Erin Eden, Whisper and guests * WED: 


| The Forum, with Robert Alan, DJ Calus and 


guests * THU: Deja Vu, house with guests « 
FRI: Pilot Episode, with Simon Locke and 
Tripswitch and guests—DEC 21; FDCO 


| Christmas Shizzay © SAT: Flava, hip-hop 


with weekly guests 


| BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 
Whyte Ave, 439-1082 « TUE: Digital 


Underdog, hip hop with Sonny Grimezz, C- 
Sekshun, and Megaforce * SUN: What The 
Hell, downtempo beats with Dj Tryptomene 
and Spilt Milk 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 Jasper 
Avenue, 425-0850 FRI: Funktion Fridays, 
urban with resident Dj Invinceable and 
guests—DEC 14: Dream Team (Vancouver) 
* SAT: guest Djs « SUN: Ladies’ Night, with 
D} Invinceable 


CLIMAXX AFTERHOURS—10148-105 St. 
* (780) 425 2582 « THU: guest Djs ® FRI: 
Thunder Dave, Slav, Mr. Anderson, LP © SAT: 
Wil Danger, Donovan, Protege, Ryan Mason 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—10336 Jasper Ave, 
Info 426-7521 © FRI: Future Funk Fridays, 
drum ‘n’ bass with Deegree, Skoolee and 
Phatcat * SAT: Urban Saturdays, with DJ 
Invinceable and guests—DEC 15: DJ Fin-S 
(Winnipeg) 


DEVLIN'S—10507-82 Ave, info 437-7489 
* SUN: beats with Dj Calus and Robert Allen 


EUPHORIA— 4605 - 50 Ave., Red Deer, 
AB (late night/after hours) ° FRI-SAT: 
deep house, trance and hard house with 
residents Sesek, Travisty and Devilish 


EVAR AFTER/G-SPOT—10148-105 St. 
(late night/after hours) * WED: Ladies 
Night, with Goza * THU: Rewind with Slav 
and guests * FRI: Crouching Tiger Hidden 
Dj) 3, with Pauly Dee and Anthem (Calgary), 
David Stone, Kristoff, the Starving DJs, Sky- 
warp. Tai’Shar, Bowler, Christopher Scott « 
SAT: Infinity, with the Starving DJs (Tristan 
Newton, Vaas, Diazo) 


FLY— 10203-104 St., 421-0992 « FRI: 
house with Dr. Yvo * SAT: house and R&B 
with Alvaro 


HALO—10538-Jasper Ave, 423-HALO « 
WED: house with Dirty Darren Pockett « 
THU: Soul What?, with Tanner and Echo « 
FRI: How Sweet It Is, hip-hop, house and 
R&B with D] Echo, Alvaro * SAT: For Those 
Who Know.., with Junior Brown, Amedeo, 
and Ryan Mason * SUN: As Good As It Gets, 
house with Andy Pockett 


IRON HORSE—8101-103 Street, info 
438-1907 * WED: Freeflow, house with Dj 
Johnny Five « FRI-SAT: Alix DJ 


ralw 


eel. 


LUSH/THE REV-10030A-102 St., 4 
2851 * WED: Main-The Classic, retro 
Dj Loki; Velvet-progressive house with 
& Roel * THU: Lush—Trauma, drum 
& jungle with residents Phatcat, q 
Skoolee and guests—DEC 20: Celcius * 
Main-Wheels, funk and retro; Velvet-9 
‘n’ Hustle, house with Remo Williams 
Bobby Torpedo ¢ SAT: Turbo, progres 
trance and house with alternating residf 
and guests—DEC 22; Deko-Ze (Toronj 
Velvet: Forties ‘n’ Nines, with Rerun and 
dog * SUN: Sunday School, with Anihg 
Donohue, Donovan, Wil Danger, |ka 
Tory P, Dave Theirman and Bobby Tor 
MON DEC 31: Turbo Special Editio! 
with Lafleche (Montreal), Stone & Der 


MAJESTIK—10123-112 St. © THU: Hof 
night with residents Tripswitch, Swe 
Charlie Mayhem, Kristoff, and guests— 
24: Xmas Eve Disco Chill Out ¢ FRI: Hi 
House with residents Crunchee, |aw-0 
Charlie Mayhem ® SAT: hard house wit! 
Crunchee—DEC€ 22: Christmas Part 
MON DEC 31: A Touch Of Class NYE Pa 


NEW CITY COMPOUND—10167-! 
St., 413-4578 © SUN: SChocolate Sun 
w/Kool Hand Luc, Remo Williams and 9v 


PARLIAMENT—10551 Whyte Ave *® 
Hardcover, drum ‘n’ bass with Celcius! 
Deadly, Ghetto F/X, J.Me. J, and 9) 
DEC 22: Dj} Ink (UK); DEC 29: New 2 
Pre Party Foosh Free-For All 


RED’—Phase 3, West Edmnonton 
¢ FRI DEC 21: Launch 01, with 
(Toronto), Tripswitch, Slav, David Sto" 
Davey James 


SAVOY—10401 Whyte Ave, 438-037 
* FRI: Indie Rock, with DJs Rich and Shes 
SAT: Beats, with Ariel & Roel * SUN: f% 
Pop, with Deja Dj 


SQUIRES—10505-82 Ave, downstal® 
MON: Local Motive with rotating °° 
Waterboy, Genome, Kryptokane an? 


SUBLIME (late night/a!' 
hours)-10147-104 St., Bsmt. 905-8 
* FRI: Remedy, with rotating residen's " 
Ryan, Donovan, James Gregory, S2, '\<* 
Travisty, David Lee « SAT: Manny M0" 
and Locks Garant 


SUITE 69—8232-103 Street, upst*” 
SUN: Infusion, with DJs Diabolik and He** 


THERAPY (late 
hours)-10028-102 Street 
entrance), info 903-7666 = FRI: Up® 
Greg Wynn, Cool Hand Luc, Tripsw'" 
Bunker— Saki& Spanky, Tiff-Slip, 4” 
Donahue * SAT: Upstairs—Dragon. 5 
Alias; Bunker—Gundam, Bobby Torpe° 
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cTighe and Shelley Bilewitch 
the most bewitching vocal 
eminiscent of 1930s country, 
jth a pop cadence, some circus 
dies and the pretty-beyond- 
ness of Bjork. It’s hard to find 
highest point in a CD filled with 
ights. Even when they slow it 
to a Cat Power-shuffle on 
tte,” a song that ends with the 
is “like a fairy tale cut short like a 
ng girl’s grave,” Nathan is com- 
ly compelling. Imagine Julie 
on and the Carter Family jam- 
ig with gypsy band Taraf de 
ouks. No, that isn’t quite it. 
d have to add some Geoff Berner, 
kwater and John Southworth to 
oximate their sound. 
Despite the high, dreamlike 
, the rest of the band isn’t lost 
ashy pop sound. The drums are 
and the accordion doesn’t com- 
with the piano for attention. The 
ic is dense but not cluttered and 
ietimes breathtakingly appropri- 
it has the sound of a veteran 
d, not an independently-pro- 
ed debut by a young Winnipeg 
ome. | thought my excitement 
ld wane, that their uniqueness 
iid wither, but the more | listen to 
CD the more pleasure | derive 
it. That first line of “Ballyhoo” 
brises me every time. “Glorious 
ust” is divine. This should be on 
y top 10 lists for the year. 
Ye Wee —Gasino Travassos 


la Rhymes has gone through many 
inges over the years. In the early 
5, he was a relatively refined, 
both and articulate MC supporting 
ntire group (Leaders of the New 
ool). By the middle of the decade, 
ad become an offbeat, abrasive 
articulate MC supporting an entire 
P (Flipmode Squad). Now, he’s a 
ident, outspoken and articulate 
Supporting an entire generation. 
With a few notable exceptions— 
looking at you, De La Soul—Busta 
€s is one of the only MCs still 
Pecting the old school. As if to 
Phasize this point, on his newest 
, Genesis, Rhymes remakes Pub- 
ae old-school classic “Shut 


\ the moment, however, two 
=“ songs from the disc are burning 
“Ne clubs: the bouncy yet oddly 
atic (for a club song) “Break Ya 
"and the Neptunes-produced 
! Come Back,” which recalls 


OMA Lon fice 


We Wi 


Busta’s breakthrough performance on 
the Tribe Called Quest classic “Sce- 
nario” and is unquestionably the most 
Satisfying track on the disc. The deep- 
est contribution to the album, 
though, is the title track, which marks 
one of the first times Rhymes has let 
his listening public into his soul. 

With remarkable guest appear- 
ances by Rah Digga, Mary J. Blige, and 
Jaheim, Genesis is the CD of the sea- 
son. Ye He He —SeEAN AusTIN-JoyNer 


tion CD for my girlfriend, I'd love to 
include Utah Carol, but I’m not sure 
how (copyright issues notwithstand- 
ing). It’s far too pop-sounding to fit 
on an alt-country mix with the likes of 
Whiskeytown and Freakwater—while 
it sounds very acoustic and folky, it 
strikes me more as belonging to the 
Ed’s Redeeming Qualities/Ween school 
of folk music. While the vocals are 
beautiful and dreamy, the morose, 
country-fairground melodies give the 
music a sad, surreal quality. It just 
doesn’t quite fit in with other music. 

The tone recalls Lisa Germano or 
Mazzy Star, but the lyrics are more 
reminiscent of Victoria Williams or Iris 
Dement and the instrumentation of 
Calexico with occasional beats and 
loops. They know. how to use open 
spaces to give the listener time to 
ruminated on the lyrics, whether 
they're addressing lost love, betrayal, 
death or obsession. 

I'm a huge fan of the song “9:09” 
from their first CD, mostly because the 
peculiar music video (which you can 
download from their website, utah- 
carol.com) does such a great job of 
illustrating their surreal, dreamlike 
folk-girliness, and the chorus of “Silver 
Space Rocket” on this Chicago hus- 
band-and-wife team’s new disc comes 
pretty close to matching it. They fol- 
low that track up with a long instru- 
mental break featuring strange bendy 
sounds that come close to being noise 
but which still sound delicious. Jinja 
Davis and Grant Birkenbeuel have a 
darn near unique sound, and they 
exploit it with care and texture. 


te te tee F —Gasino Travassos 
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A follow-up to last year’s gently mes- 
merizing debut At Rush Hour the Cars, 
the second release from 
Guelph/Toronto’s Royal City is an 
apropos snapshot of alt-folk evolution. 
Taking the sparse instrumentation and 
earnest lyrics that earned them critical 
worship and a swelling word-of-mouth 
following on the strength of their first 
album, the band has imbued Alone at 
the Microphone with more developed 
musicality and more layers of cryptic 
verse. While the “urban music at a 
rural pace” feel Royal City captured on 
its debut may be gone, the new one— 
considering all the blood and vomit 
and cum they sing about—is definitely 
a more mature statement, whatever 
that statement may be. 

The most appealing thing about 


music sounds better with VUE 


| D 


frontman Aaron Riches is that his 
songs effortlessly jump from dirty fin- 
gernails to flowers, with his voice con- 
veying real Kurt Cobain despair. No 
longer satisfied with filling in the gray 
worlds of his narratives with acoustic 
guitar and snare, Alone at the Micro- 
phone—ironically, given its title— 

sounds almost lush at times. More 
bluegrass than folk in spurts, more alt- 
rock than country, it won’t cure your 


No 
KOpOVeT ROCK 


depression. But if you're the kind of lis- 
tener who tries to figure out what 
songs mean, it will sure keep your 
brain busy. %v%e¥%e 9 ~—Dan RuBiNsTEIN 


No Doust Rock Steapy 
(Interscope) ; 

You can’t fault No Doubt for playing 
around with their sound. Starting out 
as a dysfunctional ska outfit with Trag- 
ic Kingdom, then a reinvented new 
wave machine with Return to Saturn, 
Gwen Stefani and friends have slowed 
the beat down with Rock Steady. As 
the name implies, this is their stab at 
being dancehall rockers. 

A snotty purist might shudder at a 
pop group trying to appropriate the 
summery vibe of Jamaican music—kind 
of the same way folks reacted to the 
Police when they played around with 
reggae—but No Doubt have actually 
turned in an entertaining disc. 

What makes Rock Steady a much 
easier disc to digest is the simplicity of 
the music—unlike their past efforts, it 
doesn't try to cram volume and speed 
into every crevice and uses downbeat 
moments purely for dramatic effect. 
Here, the groove bubbles along with a 
minimum of embellishments, despite 
the revolving door of top-notch pro- 
ducers known for their dubwise influ- 
ence on pop music. Sly and Robbie 
control the most obvious dancehall 
tracks, laying in too-precious details on 
tracks like “Hey Baby” and “Underneath 
It All.” Contemporaries Steely and Cle- 
vie run the board for the aching “Start 
the Fire,” while Prince (ironically) 
sounds like he just passed through the 
room with “Waiting Room.” 

The band chickens out by calling 
in the pop/rock chops of producer 
Ric Ocasek on a few numbers, but 
the strongest tracks of all come 
under the control of Nellee Hooper 
and William Orbit. Hooper's “Detec- 
tive” and Orbit’s “Making Out” are 
spirited, imaginative, emotional and 
frothily joyous, Which is exactly what 
pop—or dancehall—is supposed to 
be. Damn you, No Doubt. You ma’ 
actually be onto something. ne 
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_Elvish has left the building 


cuts through the self-important mys- 
tique that has accumulated around 
Tolkien's books in the half-century 
since they were published—especial- 
ly in the 35 years or so since they 
became a counterculture favourite. 
Peter Jackson’s epic new film ver- 
sion of the trilogy (the first install- 
ment of which, The Lord of the 
Rings: The Fellowship of the 
Ring, arrived in theaters yesterday) 
is one of the most expensive, ambi- 
tious moviemaking projects in histo- 
ry, and | found it to be 
an absolute chore 
to sit through. The 


“And you may be 
tempted to walk 
out too on dismal 
Lord of the Rings 

By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Rings trilogy back when I was in 
high school, and I did so more out 
of peer pressure than anything else. 


The convoluted 
mythology, the fantasy 
Pah AU) al $300 million that 
New Line Cinema spent 


Byzantine back his- 

tory of Middle 

Earth, the plot that was 

interrupted every couple of dozen _ on the films has purchased a lot of 

chapters by a two-page-long song in convincing makeup for the dozens 

some nonexistent language—well, it of elves, orcs, dwarves and hobbits 

wasn’t my cup of tea (or hobbit-grog, that populate the storyline, some 

or billéloin, or whatever the hell itis _ gigantic sets and a sprawling, largely 
computer-generated opening battle 
sequence depicting the initial fall of 

the dark lord Sauron. If that’s the 


that Tolkien’s characters drink with 

their crumpets), and I gladly let my 
kind of thing that impresses you, 
fine. But for anybody who loves 


geeky friends proceed onto Stephen 

R. Donaldson’s six-volume Chronicles 
movies, or who enjoys any of the 
basic pleasures of moviegoing— 


tf Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever 
watching actors playing off each 


without me. There’s a famous story 

about Tolkien reading the latest 

chapter of his manuscript-in-progress 
other, appreciating the spontaneous 
playfulness that the best directors 
bring to even their most serious 


to fellow Oxford professor and fanta- 
films, or just enjoying a good joke or 


sy novelist C.S. Lewis; supposedly 
Tolkien only got a few paragraphs 

a dash of sex—The Fellowship of the 
Ring is like a 175-minute-long pun- 


into it before Lewis slouched into his 
chair, muttering, “Not another fuck- 

ishment. It’s not much longer than 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher's 


ing elf.” The story may be apoc- 
Stone, but Potter is so full of witty, 


ae J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the 


imaginative touches and such obvi- 
ous affection for its magical charac- 
ters that the lengthy running time 
flies by. The Fellowship of the Ring is 
full of dreary council meetings in 
which solemn characters say things 
to each other like, “Patience, Gimli, 
son of Gloin.” (The screenplay does- 
n't feel written so much as chiseled 
into stone tablets.) I feel sorry for 
any kid who winds up having to sit 
through this thing; he might never 
want to see another movie for as 
long as he lives. 


ryphal, but even if it’s false, 1 think 
it’s survived because of the wonder- 
fully level-headed, even brutal way it 
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In the Future, not everyone is who they seem to be. 


OPENS FRIDAY, JANUARY 4 


The movie is a particular disap- 
pointment coming from Peter Jack- 
son, who I've always regarded as one 
of the most daring, energetic, fun- 
loving directors around. (His résumé 
includes the gross-out zombie come- 
dy Dead Alive, which remains one of 
the most exuberantly, hilariously 
tasteless films I’ve ever seen; Heaven- 
ly Creatures, the remarkable, almost 
visionary true-crime story that intro- 
duced Kate Winslet to the movies; 
and the vastly underrated The Fright- 
eners, which features some of the 
smartest, most beautiful special- 
effects work of the ’90s.) But, except 
for a couple of scenes involving the 
good-wizard-turned-orc-breeder 
Sarumen, almost none of Jackson’s 
low-budget quirkiness shows up in 
The Fellowship of the Ring, which he 
approaches with the kind of head- 
bowed reverence most people don’t 
even bestow upon Hamlet anymore. 


Bad hobbits 


That huge budget seems to have flat- 
tened Jackson’s spirit; in the old days, 
Jackson would have gotten the open- 
ing scenes of Gandalf (lan McKellen) 
dropping in on Bilbo Baggins’s 
“eleventy-first birthday” (yeesh!) over 
with in 10 minutes, but here, all the 
business in the Shire seems to drag on 
for at least half an hour. And I refuse 
to believe that Jackson, the man who 
staged the outrageous “Sodomy” pro- 
duction number in Meet the Feebles, 
thinks the tiresome bumbling of 
Frodo’s hobbit pals Pippin and Merry 
is actually funny. All that money has- 
n’t even bought him a very good- 
looking picture—the images have a 
washed-out quality, as if undergoing 
so many complex effects processes 
have caused them to fade. 

What's worse is the lack of trust 
Jackson has placed in his actors— 
there’s not one memorable or unpre- 
dictable characterization in the entire 
film. In a key scene where the kindly, 
elderly Bilbo (lan Holm) is reunited 
with the evil, unimaginably powerful 
ring that he reluctantly entrusted to 
Gandalf to be destroyed. It’s hanging 
around his nephew Frodo’s neck, and 
Bilbo timidly pleads with Frodo to 


Ring of ire: Elijah Wood's grasp exceeds his reach in over-ambitious Lord of the Rings 


allow him to touch it one last 
Frodo, knowing the ring’s sow 
rupting effect on its owner, re 
whereupon Holm’s face br 
morphs into that of a bug. 
pointy-toothed CGI monster 
grabs at the ring, snarling, 
mine!!!” My heart sank at 
moment—I wished Jackson 
allowed Holm (who is, after all 
of the best actors on the pland 
convey the greed festering be 
Bilbo’s lovable exterior by hit 
instead of lazily resorting to that 
Large Marge effect. 


The Liv, Lee arts 


Meanwhile, he saddles ¢ 
Blanchett, as the seductive elf 
adriel, with so many terrible sc 
(she spends nearly half her s 
time staring at the camera whil 
hear her thoughts in a voice-0 
that if you didn’t know bet 
you'd come away thinking 
Tyler, who plays another elf, Av 
was the more accomplished act 
And while Jackson gives Chil 
pher Lee free rein to ham thing 
as Sarumen, he shows none of 
affection for Lee’s extreme ac 
style that Tim Burton did du 
Lee’s wonderful cameo appeat 
in Sleepy Hollow. 

After devoting four or five 
of his life to filming The Lord 0 
Rings, will Peter Jackson ever be 
to recapture the anarchy that 
his earlier work so appeali! 
worried that he won't. These 
prestige projects can really take 
of a director—the double ¢o°* 
Philadelphia and Belove“ 
Jonathan Demme out of comm's 
for more than a decade. Mean’ 
the prospect of watching two ™ 
of these Tolkien movies over ti ' 
couple of years is nearly too a 
to contemplate. Right now, |“ 
I'd rather walk through Mordor @ 


fl 


Directed by Peter Sean se 

Elijah Wood, lan Mckellen, “9 
Mortensen, Liv Tyler, Cate 8lan” 
and Christopher Lee * Now P 
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Memoirs of an amnesiac 


Jitn Carrey piles the 
schmaltz a little too 
high in The Majestic 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


et in a sleepy little Californian 
Ss: in 1951, The Green Mile 

director Frank Darabont’s The 
Majestic is everything 
you might expect 
from an Oscar-hun- 
gry, big-budget, feel- 
good Hollywood holiday 
release: it depicts a lovable, squeaky- 
clean, postcard-worthy portrait of 
small-town America (complete with a 
Mabel’s Diner); its hero’s journey is 
one of self-discovery, romance and 
redemption; and its presentation of 
studio-era Hollywood and the 
McCarthy hearings reminds us of the 
importance of everything quintessen- 
tially American (capitalism, patriot- 
ism, the veneer of brotherhood) 
whe maintaining a certain reverence 
for “the little people” (no, not 
midgets, but those humble regular 
folk who stand behind the deeds of 
so-called great men). 

The Majestic is also, as you might 
expect, fundamentally condescend- 
ing to its little people (who rattle off 
an endless supply of quaint phrases, 
such as “People have a sweet tooth— 
especially at the movies!”) and every 
moment rings utterly false. Written 


by Michael Sloane, it’s the story of 
blacklisted Hollywood screenwriter 
Peter Appleton (Jim Carrey), who 
unintentionally evades his HUAC 
summons after a drunken moonlight 
drive ends in a freak accident that 
leaves him brain-injured to the point 
of complete amnesia. Found on the 
nearby beaches of the small town, 
the townsfolk mistake Appleton for 
an MIA war hero, the long-lost son of 
local Harry Trimble 
(Martin Landau), a 
former cinema pro- 
prietor who hasn’t 
had the heart to open 
up the old Majestic since the war 
started. The befuddled Appleton, 
whose amnesia goes on for several 
months, helps his surrogate father 
reopen the theatre, where, of course, 
images of the dream world of Holly- 
wood pictures, along with the pres- 
ence of their “favourite son,” 
supplies the town with a vitality and 
sense of community absent since the 
onset of the war. 


The sign of Capra corn 


The central conceit of the protago- 
nist’s improbable, ongoing amnesia 
is not itself a problem; from the 
film’s first moments, Darabont so 
deftly establishes the tone of an old- 
fashioned moral fable that a little 
Capraesque foolery is almost a pre- 
requisite. (The contrivances are piled 
on so thickly that the town’s entire 


population responds with cheers 
and applause or goes suddenly dead- 
silent whenever Appleton so much 
as adjusts his tie.) What's infinitely 
more troublesome is how Sloane's 
story incorporates the period’s anti- 
Communist hysteria: for rather dubi- 
ous reasons, the HUAC boys conduct 
a statewide manhunt for this incon- 
sequential screenwriter, and Apple- 
ton’s eventual championing of good 
old American values and refusal to 
name names become downright 
offensive (particularly to someone 
like filmmaker Elia Kazan, who, like 
so many others before and after him, 
felt that naming names was his only 
choice). The problem here isn’t that 
Appleton stands up to HUAC; it’s 
that he suffers no consequences. The 
Majestic is yet another example of 
Hollywood's ability to sugarcoat its 
own past and have its hero do the 
hard-but-moral thing and nonethe- 
less walk away without a scratch. 
Compounding the sense of cor- 
rupt sentimentality that pervades The 
Majestic is the ridiculous casting of 
Jim Carrey as the screenwriter. For 
Carrey to be convincing as the town’s 
symbol of fortitude and truth, he 
would need to radiate a near-palpable 
authenticity; unfortunately, regard- 
less of Carrey’s formidable talents as a 
comic performer, I think this guy has 
got to be the least believable A-list 
actor currently working in America. 
Carrey’s aching desire to affect us 
(and to grab the attention of the 


An 800-pound Vanilla 


Vanilla Sky tromps 
all over its original 
source material 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


onsidering how closely the 
new Tom Cruise vehicle 
Vanilla Sky emulates the film 


it’s based on (Alejandro Amenabar’s 
1997 Spanish-language 
thriller Open Your 
Eyes)—in fact, sever- 
al sequences are 
practically shot-for-shot 
recreations of the original—it’s amaz- 
ing how writer/director Cameron 
Crowe has been able to invert the 
story’s meaning. Amendbar's version 
was the story of a handsome, charm- 
ing yet shallow stud (Eduardo Norie- 
ga) who couldn't escape his worst 
impulses—even in the middle of a 
warm, satisfying relationship with a 
sexy, intelligent, sensitive woman, 
he literally couldn’t get the crazy, 
kinky, half-psychotic manipulator 
who once tried to kill him out of his 
mits, Crowe uses the same plot and 
most of the same scenes, but he 
downplays the story’s more troubling 
implications and makes the film into 
the story of a likable hunk who 
emerges at the end of a series of trau- 
matic, puzzling events vowing to 
become a better person. And for a 
movie with such a bizarre plot to boil 
down to such a ultra-conventional, 


even moralistic message seems like a 
huge failure of imagination. 

I don’t want to give away too 
much of the plot of Vanilla Sky, 
because this is one of those puzzle- 
box movies like The Sixth Sense or 
The Others (which itself was written 
and directed by Alejandro 
Amenabar) in which tantalizingly 
cryptic, vaguely supernatural inci- 
dents gradually accumulate until 
they're explained by way of a shock- 
ing final revelation that 
upends every single 
one of the main 
character's notions 
of himself, his sur- 
roundings and the very nature of 
reality. Tom Cruise plays David 
\ames, the spoiled playboy editor of 
a Maxim-style men’s magazine. 
(Crowe throws in a clip of Sabrina 
early on in the film as a nod to his 
friend and mentor, veteran director 
Billy Wilder, but he could have paid 
a more meaningful tribute to Wilder 
by figuring out a simpler, more ele- 
gant way of conveying David's level 
of fame and wealth than the clumsy, 
obvious scenes he's settled for here.) 


Two Camerons, a Cruise 
and a Cruz 


David's sanguine attitude toward his 
charmed life is shattered, however, 
when Julie, a vengeful on-again, off- 
again girlfriend (a miscast Cameron 
Diaz, a kitten trying to act like a 
panther) offers him a ride in her car 


and promptly drives it off a bridge. 
David survives, but his face is horri- 
bly disfigured; after wallowing in 
self-pity for a few months, he renews 
his relationship with Sofia (Penélope 
Cruz, who played the same-role in 
the original), a dancer he went home 
with the night before his accident. 
His life is happy, but in some inde- 
finable way something seems wrong 
about it, too—and he eventually 
begins to suspect that Julie did not 
die in the car crash after all, and that 
she and a team of sinister accom- 
plices are stalking him all over again. 

Crowe has added a couple of 
small touches to Amendbar's version 
of the story (a red herring subplot 
about the board of directors at 
David's publishing company plotting 
against him to wrest away control of 
the business; lots of references to 
famous rock musicians), but these 
are merely cosmetic touches—espe- 
cially the decision to give David a 
father complex, which seems to be a 
contractual mandate for anybody 
assigned to write a Tom Cruise 
movie. I think just about every touch 
that people will remember from 
Vanilla Sky already existed in the 
original: the image of the disfigured 
hero wandering through a dance- 
floor nightclub with an upside-down 
mask strapped to the back of his 
head; the spooky nightmare that 
opens the film in which David goes 
about his morning routine, only 
gradually realizing that there’s not a 
soul in the entire city except for him- 
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pilot in The Majestic 


Postcards from the veg: Laurie Holden and Jim Car 


y are on (palm) auto- 


Oscar committee) is far more promi- 
nent than his character's supposed 
vulnerability. His syrupy attempts at 
forced sincerity are more suited to a 
used car salesman than a golly-gee- 
shucks idealistic young script-smith. 


How | got that Laurie 


What does salvage some of Carrey’s 
scenes, .however, is his interaction 
with lawyer/love interest Adele Stan- 
ton (Laurie Holden). The most com- 
pelling element of The Majestic’s first 
half or so is Adele’s budding, nostal- 
gic love for the man she believes was 
once her fiancé. Holden is winsome 
and sweet in her longing gaze and 
her gentle caress and fares better 


than most of her co-stars in captur- 


ing a little old-school movie magic 
Had Sloane and Darabont not kep¢ 
things so militantly chaste (anot)ey 
sign of the film’s reluctance to exam, 
ine the past without rose-coloure 
glasses), the romance at least migh# 


(this thing is almost two and a half 
hours long!) shakes the spunk out of 
everything; the movie could have 
ended on a classy note about 20 min- 
utes before the credits finally roll. © 


Directed by Frank Darabont « 
Starring Jim Carrey, Martin Landau, 
Laurie Holden and Allen Garfield « 
Opens Fri, Dec 21 


Thighs wide shut: Penelope Cruz and Tom Cruise spoon in Vanilla Sky 


self; an eerie moment in a crowded 
bar where every single conversation 
stops on David idle command; the 
logically consistent (if unexpectedly 
goofy) revelation that explains every- 
thing that went on in the film’s first 
two hours. 


It ain’t me, babe 


Crowe tries hard, but his tempera- 
ment is fundamentally unsuited to 
this kind of mind-blowing premise— 
the film’s final sequence is protracted 
and overexplicit when it should be 
quick and elliptical. The last half-hour 
of the film feels like a long, point-by- 
point explanation of something we 
intuitively understood before it even 
began. To be fair, this sequence went 
on too long in the original as well, but 
Crowe seems even more afraid than 
Amenabar that the audiences would 
be unable to keep up with him. He 
even feels compelled to explain his 
smallest cultural references—presum- 


ably for the benefit of the four or five 
audience members who didn’t recog: 
nize his recreation of the cover photo 
from The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan, 
Crowe flashes back to the scene one 
more time and then lets us compare !t 
to the original album cover. 

Crowe uses that Bob Dylan 
recreation to suggest the empty 
nature of David's life—the implic- 
tion is that David is filled wit! 
nothing but threadbare, second 
hand pop-culture notions of love 
and happiness. But what is Vaviilla 
Sky but an equally unimaginative 
recreation of somebody else's pe 
fectly good original movie? Crow® 
isn’t reinventing Open Your Eyes; he’ 
duplicating it—and essentially 
replacing it in the marketplace. Th's 
isn’t freewheelin’; it’s freeloadin’. ® 


a Shy 

Directed by Cameron Crowe * 
Starring Tom Cruise, Penélope Cu 
and Cameron Diaz * Now play"? 
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Dicking around with the audience 


Hollywood fails 
Philip K. Dick yet 
again with /mpostor 


ased on the short story of the 
B: name by Philip K. Dick, 
Gary Fleder’s Impostor is a 
science-fiction chase movie that is, 
unlike Dick’s most brilliant fiction, 
8plete with androids, 
aliens and goofy 
space-age costumes 
borrowed from bad 
television. Set in 2079 
during mankind's ongoing war with 
the superior extraterrestrial Centuri- 
ons, Impostor features one of Dick’s 
characteristically Kafkaesque protag- 
onists: a weapons manufacturer 
named Spencer Olham (Gary Sinise) 
who arrives at work one day only to 
find that he’s being hunted down as 
a suspected Centurion replicant 
loaded with explosives and designed 
; ig assassinate Earth’s chancellor. 
Olham spends most of the film try- 
ing to escape capture and prove that 
he’s not a robot, while facing 
mounting evidence that he is in fact 
a replicant but is so well-made that 
he just doesn’t realize it. 

The hackneyed manner in which 
Impostor’s existential and theological 
themes are explored feel a little like 
an early, muddled draft of Do 


Kiss kiss 


Zhang Yimou 
directs Zhang Ziyi in 
tender-hearted The 
Road Home 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


ish Hour 2, which arrived in 
video stores last week, marked 
the English-language debut of 


Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon dis- 
covery Zhang Ziyi—although, if | 
remember correctly, her 
role was cleverly 
constructed so that 
she could spend the 
entire film kicking Chris 
Tucker in the face without ever utter- 
ing a single word of English. It isn’t 
much of a movie (the filmmakers 
don’t even give Zhang and Jackie 
Chan a decent fight scene together), 
and moviegoers who were intrigued 
by Zhang’s starmaking performance 
in CTHD will be better off renting an 
earlier, much more interesting film of 
hers which also came out on video 
this month: The Road Home, a 
jvrical tale of young love directed by 
Chinese filmmaker Zhang Yimou. 
Zhang Yimou became one of the 
most celebrated international direc- 
tors of the early '90s with visually 
stunning tales of strong-willed 
women battling patriarchal social 
jstitutions like Ju Dou and Raise the 
Red Lantern. However, audiences 


Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, 

Dick’s short novel that inspired the 

mostly superior Blade Runner. (Appar- 

ently unwilling to compete with 

Blade Runner’s impressive futuristic 

landscapes, Fleder inexplicably sets 

the whole story in the dead of night 

and gets cinematographer Robert 

Elswit to light everything with a 

penlight.) Fleder, who produced 

Impostor along with Sinise, displays 

no narrative or visual savvy here and 

fails to even improve on the over- 

stated hokum of his 

forgettable previous 

efforts (although 

God knows it'll be a 

long time before I can 

forget that sing-songy “I'll never te- 
ell” line from Don’t Say a Word). 


Executing the Rosenbergs 


While Impostor never pretends to be 
high art, it’s impossible to set your 
expectations low enough to be satis- 
fied with the unimaginative, surpris- 
ingly clichéd script by Scott 
Rosenberg, the fella who wrote Con 
Air and, my vote for 2000's worst 
movie, Gone in 60 Seconds. Whatever 
merits Rosenberg might bring to 
Jerry Bruckheimer's shoot-'em-up 
action flicks (Con Air did boast a cer- 
tain meathead audacity, I suppose), 
he’s a frustratingly poor choice to 
dramatize Dick’s metaphysical 
themes or pervasive sense of schizo- 
phrenic paranoia. 


Zhang Zhang 


seemed to lose interest in him only a 
few years later—perhaps his schism 
with his muse and lead actress of 
choice, Gong Li, deprived his work of 
the movie-star glamour that was a 
considerable part of their appeal; per- 
haps, after coming out with To Live, 
The Story of Qiu Ju and Shanghai Triad 
in such quick succession, people 
found it impossible to keep up with 
him; or perhaps the New Chinese 
Cinema lost its novelty, especially 
after Iran emerged as the hot new 
country on the foreign-film circuit. 
In fact, Zhang has said 
that The Road Home 
was partly inspired 
by the work of Iran- 
ian directors—especially 
Abbas Kiarostami, whose The Wind 
Will Carry Us also deals with a man 
journeying from the city to a remote 
village to take part in an obscure, tra- 
ditional burial rite. 


What, no shipwreck? 


But The Road Home is nowhere near 
as intellectually austere or formally 
challenging as Kiarostami’s work. In 
fact, it’s an unabashed, G-rated 
heart-tugger of a movie that has 
none of the sexuality or the subtle 
political commentary that charac- 
terized all of Zhang’s previous work. 
If anything, The Road Home is in the 
tradition of such three-hanky art- 
house romance pictures as The Pic- 
ture Bride and Solomon and Gaenor. 


But then, the actual 
script wasn’t even written 
by Rosenberg but a team of 
other writers (Caroline 
Case, Ehren Kruger and 
David Twohy) whose cred- 
its unanimously reveal a 
lack of experience with this 
sort of challenging materi- 
al. One thing you can’t 
praise Dick for is good dia- 
logue; he was an author of 
infinitely compelling ideas 
and disquieting psychologi- 
cal candour, but his charac- 
ters often talk using the 
kind of phony, emotionally 
immature toughness usual- 
ly reserved for dimestore 
detective novels—and this 
is precisely the aspect of 
Impostor’s source material 
that the screenwriters have decided to 
remain most faithful to, retaining 
every cheesy, sexually suggestive 
remark. This banal tone is empha- 
sized by Fleder's constantly assuring 
us of middle-aged Olham’s healthy 
libido with recurring, soft-focus mon- 
tages of Sinise and Madeleine Stowe 
having hot, lip-biting sex. Impostor at 
least acknowledges some of Dick’s 
subtle allusions to race and class 
issues, but Dick didn’t develop these 
themes clearly until his later work. 


Dick of the litter 


It would have been foolish to have 


The Centurion car 


expected much from Impostor’s 
rather second-rate creative team— 
and yet, I have to wonder if there 
isn’t something inherent in Dick’s 
work that just doesn’t translate well 
to the big screen, no matter who’s 
doing the adaptation. Total Recall 
and Screamers don’t do much better 
at interpreting his ideas (and after 
the mess he made of A.J., I’m not 
holding out much hope for Steven 
Spielberg’s upcoming Dick project 
Minority Report). It never ceases to 
disappoint me: if science-fiction is 
the genre most open to wild flights 
of imagination, why are almost all 
sci-fi flicks, even the ones with 


ate: suspected replicant Gary Sinise is supplicant in impostor 


strong concepts, so unimaginat 
when it comes to character, {oj 
theme or storytelling? 

What I can say for Impos 
though, is that if, like me, you'r 
diehard fan of Dick’s work, ¢ 
movie is still worth seeing just 
its hints at something more sop 
ticated, Not to mention see; 
Mekhi Phifer do some kung fu and 
pretty cool ending. O 


Starring Gary Sinise, Madelei 
Stowe, Vincent D’Onofrio and Mek 
Phifer ® Opens Fri, Jar 


Kicking tomorrow: Zhang Ziyi is into marital arts, not martial arts, in The Road Home 


Nevertheless, the story is filmed 
with such abundant visual beauty 
by Zhang and cinematographer 
Hou Yong and told with such 
restraint that its emotions never 
seem forced or dishonest or TV- 
movie schmaltzy. You can see a cou- 
ple of posters for Titanic, bizarrely 
enough, on the wall of one of the 
principal sets, but (except for San 
Bao’s string-laden score) The Road 
Home has none of the soap-opera 
contrivances that James Cameron 
relied on in that film to milk his 
audience's tears. 

Instead, Zhang's story is so sim- 
ple it almost doesn’t have a synopsis. 
The film is narrated by Yusheng, a 
young engineer who has returned to 
the village of his birth following the 
death of his father. His distraught 
mother insists that the body be car- 
tied on foot all the way from the dis- 


tant hospital back home—that way, 
according to local superstition, his 
spirit will be able to find its way 
back home as well. The film then 
gives way to an extended flashback 
as Yusheng recalls the courtship of 
his parents, with his mother, Zhao 
Di, then a heartbreakingly beautiful 
18-year-old (Zhang Ziyi), doing 
everything in her power to get her- 
self noticed by his father, Luo 
Changyu (the appealingly gawky 
Zheng Hao), who had just arrived to 
teach at the local school. Their rela- 
tionship is at once chaste and pas- 
sionate; they meet only a handful of 
times (always briefly and almost 
never in private), but Di commits 
herself to Changyu heart and soul— 
when he is forced to temporarily 
leave town, she waits so long for 
him out in the snow by the road on 
the day he’s scheduled to return that 


she gives herself a fever. 

At first, it’s hard to reconcile t q 
confident, high-kicking martial art! 
of Crouching Tiger and Rush How 
with the demure teenager Zhang 2! 
plays in The Road Home, but in '° 
all three films play off the cont" 
between her delicate features 4" 
physique and the superhuman fe 
she turns out to be capable of. Y° 
never get to see Di beat anybody “ 
in The Road Home, but don't let thos 
girlish pigtails fool you: as you w2" 
her walking for miles through 4 ‘8 
ing snowstorm in the hope of ! 
reunited with Changyu, you rea!! 
her heart is as big as any of the ot 
characters in Zhang's repertoire. © 


Directed by Zhang Yimou * Stor - 
Zhang Ziyi, Zheng Hao, Sun Hor a 
and Zhao Yuelin * Now on vid? 


Shipping News 
-too much 


sed on E. Annie Proulx’s 
jugely popular, prize-winning 
Lasse Hallstrém’s newest 


News is nothing if 
earthy. Set 


e the utilitarian flannel, wool 
d rubber fashions of its inhabitants 
d the snowy, mud-caked unpaved 
ads—look like shit. The film stars 
vin Spacey, dumpier than usual, as 
emottonally-beaten schmuck, and 
atures a half-dozen or so characters 
ose lives are all screwed-up in one 
ay or another, and who must all 
arn to listen to the wisdom (or lack 
ereof) of.their heritage and take 
ide in their ordinary, working-class 
yes, warts and all. But make no mis- 
e, underneath all of the rugged, 
iksy charm, The Shipping News, 
ripted by Robert Nelson Jacobs 
ho wrote Hallstrém’s absurdly sac- 
harine Chocolat), is still a work of 
irly rudimentary Hollywood senti-. 
entality, even if its understated 


WF seeks 19th- 
entury aristocrat in 
inning Kate and 
eopold 


umping through a “tear in the 
fabric of time” over the East 
River into the New York of 1876, 
ad but ruggedly handsome scien- 
ist Stuart (Liev Schrieber) revisits his 
reat-great-grandfather and inventor 
f the elevator Leopold (Hugh Jack- 
han), and accidentally brings him 
ack with him into the hubbub of 
‘ew York 2001. Due to 
© subsequent dis- 
Ppearance of all 
v¢ elevators from 
© planet, Stuart unwit- 
gly takes a dive down his apart- 
ient building’s empty elevator shaft 
nd winds up stuck in the hospital, 
aving his befuddled ancestor in the 
ough hands of Stuart’s non-believ- 
ng ex-girlfriend and immediate 
pstairs neighbour Kate (Meg Ryan, 
poing that klutzy beautiful-woman 
tick that seems so popular right 
how) and her aspiring-thespian 
prother Charlie (Breckin Meyer), 
ho's convinced that Leo’s just a fel- 
*w Method actor putting in some 
tous homework. 

Kate and Leopold is a romantic 
omedy that’s set up like a sitcom 


dest, boxy, aluminum-sided hous- - 


adits = 
reVUE 


hapsody in Proulx 


conclusion mercifully holds back 
from ramming home its moral. 
Spacey plays Quoyle—no first 
name needed, just Quoyle—and 
once again he does that Spacey 
thing that allows him to be 
extremely sullen yet somehow quite 
watchable. Jacobs and Hallstrom 
whip through the evolution of 
Quoyle’s loserdom at a jarring, light- 
ning pate: first his dad almost 
drowns him, then he spends his life 
doing soul-killing labour, then he 
meets a wild bitch hus- 
tler named Petal 
(Cate Blanchett) 
with whom he par- 
enis a daughter named 
Bunny (Lauren Gainer), whom Petal 
eventually kidnaps and sells to a 
black-market adoption ring immedi- 
ately putting pedal to metal and 
driving her car off a bridge, killing 
herself and an anonymous male 
companion. Meanwhile, Quoyle’s 
parents also kill themselves (inten- 
tionally, I think), and Quoyle’s long- 
lost aunt Agnis (Judi Dench) shows 
up to snatch her much-hated broth- 
er’s ashes so she can throw them 
down the outhouse crapper and piss 
on them as a final gesture of con- 
tempt. Nearly all of this happens in 
the first 10 minutes or so, before 
Quoyle, Bunny and Agnis suddenly 
leave Quoyle’s native Poughkeepsie 
for Canada’s east coast, the Quoyle 
family’s spiritual homeland, where 
Quoyle unwittingly takes a job writ- 


=F ino 


2) 


ing for the local paper. 
This mortal Quoyle 


However, rather than relieving the 
bleakness in his life, Quoyle’s jour- 
ney north puts him in contact with 
all sorts of other characters with 
backgrounds even more sordid than 
his, including the film’s heavily- 
telegraphed love interest, a widowed 
single mother named Wavey 
Qulianne Moore), who has a mental 
ly challenged boy around Bunny’s 
age. While Quoyle tries to learn the 
basics of journalism (he's expected to 
put a fatal car accident on the paper's 
cover at least once a week), he also 
becomes immersed in the local folk- 
lore, meets knot-tying ghosts, head- 
less corpses, guys who sail boats once 
owned by Hitler and learns that his 
ancestors were raping, murdering 
.pirates—including, partly, his own 
dad! I tend to kinda like films about 
low-rent, mundane, morally murky 
lives and smudged dreams, but The 
Shipping News is so over-the-top it 
would be unintentionally funny if it 
weren’t for its occasional displays of 
rowdiness (and the fact that Spacey 
never gets as annoyingly preachy as 
he did in Pay It Forward), 

While Jacobs reins in some of 
Proulx’s affectations, composer 
Christopher Young's pounding Celtic 
score pours on enough sappy emotion 
to more than make up for it. Hall- 
strém himself displays his usual knack 


emembrance of flings past 


Hugh’‘s on first: Will Hugh Jackman go all the way with Meg Ryan in Kate 
and Leopold? 


pilot episode; it’s not hard to imagine 
Jackman doing this corny fish-out-of- 
water shtick for several 
tedious seasons. 
Luckily, the movie 
turns out to be more 
self-consciously silly and 
fun that it looks and Jackman’s both 
a fine actor and the utter personifica- 
tion of the phrase “Hollywood 
dreamboat.” Leopold's a gentlemen's 
gentleman and those inclined toward 
chivalry will surely be melting over 
Jackman’s performance long before 
upwardly mobile and rocker-haired 
Meg finally figures out she’s falling in 
love. But whether or not you find 
Leopold's 19th-century ways charm- 
ing or merely oppressive, Kate and 
Leopold reveals itself as a much more 
palatable take on last year's What 
Women Want; the answer to the title 
being a nice guy with heroic integrity 


and abundant sex appeal. 
Cutting to the chaste 


These days, the biggest obstacle 
faced by anyone setting out to cre- 
ate a romantic comedy Is that the 
formula usually only works if you 
can find a believable way to prevent 
the lovers from having sex for most 
of the movie. Kate and Leopold neat- 
ly remedies this problem by making 
its male lead a man whose morals, 
by the character’s very nature, 
belong to another century. The film 
is partially a battle between the 
ethics of the past and present, and 
you won't be all that surprised to 

see which side wins out in the end. 
The most surprising thing about 
Kate and Leopold—other than the fact 
=o a er 
SEE PAGE 50 
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Stop the stresses: Kevin Spacey seeks Maritime solace with Julianne Moore in 


The Shipping News 


for good-natured, unfussy storytelling 
(at least compared with most directors 
of big studio pictures), but he can’t 
keep himself from overworking the 
story's pivotal emotional moments 
with theatrical blocking and soapy 
close-ups. Basically, The Shipping News 
has just enough hints of irreverence 
to keep it from being merely another 


Slice of schmaltz, but not enough 
ingenuity to take Proulx’s overwhelm- 
ing, emotionally dense narrative and 
turn in into something cinematic, O 


The Shipping News 

Directed by Lasse Hallstrom Starring 
Kevin Spacey, Julianne Moore, Judi Dench 
and Scott Glenn * Opens Wed, Dec 26 


FE The | Canadian Classic! 


Jesus of | 


FRI & SUN @ 9 PA 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall 
in the Citadel Theatre, 9828 - 101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. 


Metro operates 
th the 
€dmonton 


+ SAT @ 7 PM 


The Alber 


#41 (CO, FP) Will Smith, Michael 
Michele, Jon Voight, Jamie Foxx and Jada 
Pinkett Smith star in The Insider director 
Michael Mann’s film about boxer Cassius 
Clay, his rise to fame during the 1960s, 
his refusal to fight in Vietnam and his 
eventual emergence as pop culture icon 
Muhammad Ali. (Opens Tuesday) 


A Beautiful Mind (CO) Russell Crowe, 
Jennifer Connelly, Ed Harris and Judd 
Hirsch star in How the Grinch Stole Christ- 
mas director Ron Howard's biopic about 
John Forbes Nash, the Nobel Prize-win- 
ning mathematician whose research laid 
the groundwork for the “game theory” 
tF economics, and his lifelong battle with 
aranoid schizophrenia. Based on the 
Book by Sylvia Nasar. (Opens Tuesday) 


How High (CO) Method Man and Red- 
man star in director Jesse Dylan’s pot- 
head comedy about two stoners who are 
accepted to Harvard University after 
smoking a special !.Q.-boosting strain of 
marijuana, but are forced to fend for 
themselves when their stash runs out. 


oO Jesus of Montreal (M) Lothaire 
Pe Bluteau stars in Stardom 
fia writer/director Denys Arcand’s 
1990 allegory about an actor who 
becomes more and more Christlike him- 
self after he begins playing Jesus Christ 
in an experimental theatre piece based 
on the Passion Play. In French with Eng- 
lish subtitles. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri, 
bec 21 (Ypm); Sat, Dec 22 (7pm); Sun, 
Dec 23 (9pm) 


Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius (CO, FP) 
Writer/director John A. Davis's computer- 
animated feature, based on the cable TV 
series, about a clumsy but brilliant young 
inventor whose gadgets come in handy 
when aliens kidnap every adult in his 
neighbourhood, 


Joe Somebody (CO, GR) Tim Allen, 
Julie Bowen, Jim Belushi and Kelly Lynch 
star in The Santa Clause director john 
Pasquin’s suburban comedy about a 
divorced white-collar drone who 


—— 


| Monster Inc (G) 93min 
2 Vanilla Sky (14A) 138min 


4 Not Another Teen Movie (18A) 87min 


5 Joe Somebody (PG) 


AMOUS PLAYERS 


SILVERCITY WN 444.2400 


ALI (14a) 
BX Tue 3:40 7:10 10:45 Wed Thu 12:10 340 7:10 1045 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 
(PG) Frightening scenes, No passes. THX Fri Sat Sun Wed Thu 
11:50 12:40 3:15 4:10 6:40 10:00 Mon 11:50 1240 3:15 4:10 
6:40 Tue 4:10 6:40 10:00 Lace show Tue 1:00 


HAUNTED CASTLE In 3D (PG) May f 
dren, Sat Sun Mon Wed Thu 11:30 Late 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS (G) THX fri Sat Sun 
Wed Thu 12:05 2:20 4:40 6:50 9:10 Mon 12:05 2:20 4:40 650 
Tue 4:40 6:50 9:10 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS : THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE RING (14A) Violent scenes. No passes. 


“| THX Fri Sat Sun Wed Thu 12:00 12:30 1:30 4,00 4:30 5:30 8:00 


8:30 9:30 Mon 12:00 12:30 1:30 4:00 4:30 5:30 8:00 830 Tue 
4:00 4:30 5:30 8:00 8:30 9:30 Late show Mon 4:45 Fri Sar Sun 
Mon Wed Thu 1:00 5:00 9:00 Tue 5:00 9:00 


THE MAJESTIC (PG) THX Fri Sar Sun Wed Thu 12:20 330 
6:45 10:10 Mon 12:20 3:30 6:45 Tue 3:30 6:45 10:10 


MONSTERS, INC. (G) THX Fri Sat Sun Mon Wed Thu 1140 
Z10 4:45 7:00 Tue 4:45 7:00 


NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE (18A) Crude sexual con 
tent throughout. THX Fri Sat Sun 1:20 3:45 6:00 8:15 1045 
11:15 Mon 1:20 3:45 6:00 8:15 Tue 3:45 6:00 8:15 11:00 Wed 
Thu 1:20 3:45 6:00 8:15 11:00 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN (PG) No passes. Coarse language. THX 
Fri Sat Sun Wed Thu 1:00 4:30 7:30 8:10 10:20 11:10 Mon 1:00 
430 7:30 8:10 Tue 4:30 7:30 8:10 10:20 11:10 


VANILLA SKY (14A) Coarse language, sexual content. THX 
PF Sar Sun 12:15 1245 4:20 4:50 7:20 7:50 10:30 Mon 12:15 
12:45 4:20 4'50 7:20 7:50 Tue 4:20 7:20 (0:30 Wed Thu 12:15 
0 
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o “Tired of $122" #101, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert 
EL MOVIE LINE 458-9822 - Doors open 6:15pm Mon-Fri 
Adults $8, Children $4.50, Tues $5, Special Matinee prices 


3 Harry Potter (PG) 150min. Frightening Scenes 


Crudo 
Sexual 
Content 


becomes unexpectedly popular once he 
vows revenge on a co-worker who beat 
him up in front of his daughter. 


Kate and Leopold (CO) Meg Ryan, 

Hugh Jackman and Liev Schrieber star in 
Gift Interrupted director James Mangold’s 
time-travelling romantic comedy about 
an unlucky-in-love single gal who falls in 
love with a 19th-century gentleman who 
is accidentally transported into present- 
day New York. (Opens Tuesday) 


The Majestic (CO, FP, P) Jim Carrey, 
Martin Landau and Laurie Holden star in 
The Green Mile director Frank Darabont’s 
Capra-esque fable, set in 1951, about a 
blacklisted Hollywood screenwriter who 
wanders into a aie ad small town 
while suffering from amnesia and is mis- 
taken for the long-lost son of the propri- 
etor of the local movie theatre. 


The Shipping News (CO, GA) Kevin 
Spacey, Julianne Moore, Cate Blanchett 
and Judi Dench star in Chocolat director 
Lasse Hallstrom’s adaptation of E. Annie 
Proulx’s award-winning novel about a 
struggling journalist who decides to 
recuperate from a recent family trauma 


by moving back home to a small New- 
foundland fishing town along with his 
two young daughters. (Opens Tuesday) 
(aa) The Uncles (M) Chris Owens, 
Per Tara Rosling and Kelly Harms star 
fala in director Jim Allodi’s drama 
about a restaurateur trying to jug- 
gle business concerns, family responsi- 
bilities and an affair with his boss’ 
daughter-in law. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; 
Fri, Dec 21 (7pm); Sat, Dec 22 (9:30pm); 
Sun, Dec 23 (7pm) 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Ca) Amélie (CO, GA) Audrey Tautou 
Pe and.Mathieu Kassovitz star in The 
fala City of Lost Children director Jean- 
Pierre Jeunet’s whimsical, wildly 
imaginative fable about a lonely young 
Parisian woman who begins secretly per- 
forming good deeds for the unhappy 
people in her neighbourhood. In French 


Matinges run on Satuday and Sunday only. 


12:20, 3:20, 6:10, 8:30 


12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 8:40 


12:30, 3:30, 8:00 


12:10, 3:10, 6:20, 9:00 


12:40, 3:40, 6:30, 8:50 


SHOWTIMES EFFECTIVE: FRI, DEC. 21-THU, DEC. 27 
PARAMOUNT THX 10233 jasper Ave, 428-1307 


VANILLA SKY (14A) Coarse language, sexual content. Fri Sat 
Sun Wed Thu 1:30 4:15 7:00 945 Mon 1:30 4:15 Tue 7:00 945 


WESTMOUNT __ {Ii Ave Grat SS 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 
(PG) Frightening scenes. No passes. Fri Sat Sun Mon Wed Thu 
12:15 345 Tue 345 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE 
RING (14A) Violent scenes. No passes. Fri Sat Sun Mon Wed Thu 
12:30 4:30 8:30 Tue 4:30 830 


THE MAJESTIC (PG) Fri Sat Sun Tue Wed Thu 3:30 650 10:00 
Mon 3:30 6:50 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN (PG) No passes. Coarse language. Fri Sat 
Sun Wed Thu 1:00 7:10 9:50 Mon 1:00 7:10 Tue 7:10 950 


VANILLA SKY (14A) Coarse language, sexual content. Fri Sat 
Sun Wed Thu 1245 4:00 7:00 10:10 Mon 1245 4:00 7:00 Tue 4:00 
7.00 10:10 


GATEWAY 8 29 Ave. Calgary Trail 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE 
(PG) Frightening scenes. No passes. Fri Sat Sun Wed Thu 12:15 
1:00 3:30 4:15 645 8:00 945 Mon 12:15 1:00 3:30 4:15 645 8:00 
Tue 3:30 4:15 6:45 8:00 945 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS (G) Fri Sat Sun Wed Thu 
12:30 1:15 2:50 3:45 $:00 7,00 7:20 9:10 9:30 Mon 12:30 1:15 250 
345 5:00 7:00 7:20 Tue 3:45 5:00 7:00 7:20 9:10 930 


THE MAN WHO WASN'T THERE (STC) Fri Sat Sun Wed 
Thu 1:30 4:30 7:30 9:50 Mon 1:30 4:30 7:30 Tue 4:30 7:30 950 


Oui 


MONSTERS, INC. (G) 
Fri Sat Sun Wed Thu 12:40 2640 4:45 7:05 9-20 
Mon 12:40 240 4:45 7:05 Tue 445 7:05 9:20 


VANILLA SKY (14A) No passes. Coarse language, sexual con- 
tent. Fri Sat Sun Wed Thu 12:50 1:20 3:50 4:20 6:50 7:10 940 10-00 
Mon 12:50 1:20 3:50 4:20 6:50 7:10 

Tue 3:50 4:20 6:50 7:10 940 10:00 


with English subtitles. 


Behind Enemy Lines (CO) Gene Hack- 
man and Owen Wilson star in director 
John Moore’s flag-waving action thriller 
about a Navy pilot’s desperate efforts to 
stay alive after his plane is shot down by 
Serbians during a reconnaissance mission 
over a Bosnian demilitarized zone. 


Black Knight (CO) Martin Lawrence 
stars in 10 Things | Hate About You direc- 
tor Gil Junger’s fish-out-of-water comedy 
about an employee at a miniature golf 
course who is pitted against an evil king 
when he is magically transported back in 
time to the Middle Ages. 


Bread and Tulips (P) Licia Maglietta 
and Bruno Ganz star in Silvio Soldini’s 
comedy about a downtrodden house- 
wife who carves out a freer, more 
romantic life for herself after she is sepa- 
rated from her family during a rest stop 
at a gas station. In Italian with English 
subtitles. 


China: The Panda Adventure (SC) 
Dominick and Eugene director Robert M. 
Young's IMAX documentary about Ruth 
Harkness’s work with giant pandas in the 
remote forests of China. 


Great North (SC) Martin J. Dignard 
and William Reeve’s IMAX documentary 
about the harsh beauty of the northern 
regions of Canada and Sweden, and 
how those countries’ indigenous peoples 
have adapted to life there. 


Harry Potter and the Philoso- 
Pers pher’s Stone (CO, FP, GR) Daniel 
fata Radcliffe, Emma Watson, Rupert 

Grint, Richard Harris, Alan Rick- 
man and Maggie Smith star in Mrs. 
Doubtfire director Chris Columbus's big- 
screen adaptation of J.K, Rowling’s mas- 
sively popular children’s book about a 
boy’s eventful first year as a student at a 
magical school for wizards. 


Cia) Himalaya (P) Thilen Lhondup, 
Re Curgon Kyap and Lhakpa Tsam- 
aa choe lead a mostly non-profes- 

sional cast in director Eric Valli’s 
tale of an aging chief and a headstrong 
young caravanner who battle for con- 
trol of a Tibetan tribe during a trek 


across the Himalayas. In Tibetan with 
English subtitles. 


K-PAX (CO) Kevin Spacey, Jeff Bridges 
and Alfre Woodard star in The Wings of 
the Dove director lain Softley’s screen 
version of Gene Brewer’s cult novel 
about a psychiatrist who begins to sus- 
pect that a mysterious new patient who 
claims to be an alien from outer space 
might be speaking the truth. 


Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham (CO) 
Shah Rukh Khan, Kajol, Amitabh 
Bachchan and Jaya Bachchan star in 
director Karan Johar’s Bollywood family 
drama about a devoted adopted son 
who leaves his family duties behind 
when he falls in love. In Hindi. 


The Lord of the Rings: The Fellow- 
ship of the Ring (CO, FP) Elijah 


GARNEAU 


AMELIE - 14A- 
Nightly @ 7:00 & om 
Sat & Sun Matinees @ 2:00 pm 


Closed Dec 24825 Seasons Greetings 


“We are attracted to projects where the material is organic,” 


says Stacey Shey 


Jersey Films—and that motto has a double meaning when it comes to Meth 


Man and Redman’s new pothead comedy How High, the f 


ture debut 


director Jesse Dylan (who not only has music videos for Lenny Kravitz and To 
Waits on his resume, but is the son of Bobby “Everybody must get stoned" Zi; 
merman himself). Astonishingly enough, however, the stars of the film cla 
that How High is actually an anti-drug film. “You don’t need any type of ass 
tance to get you closer to your goals,” says Method Man, explaining the fily 
theme. “You don’t need drugs.... All you need is ingenuity, the drive to app 
yourself and [the ability] to think fast on your feet.” And stay in schooll 


Wood, lan McKellen, Viggo Mortensen 
and Christopher Lee star in Heavenly 
Creatures director Peter Jackson’s epic 
film adaptation of the first volume in 
].R.R. Tolkien’s series of fantasy novels 
about a quest to destroy an evil, all- 
powerful ring. 


The Man Who Wasn't There 
P4 (FP) Billy Bob Thornton, Frances 
fea McDormand and James Gandolfini 

star in Barton Fink creators Joel and 
Ethan Coen’s beautifully photographed 
film noir about an emotionally remote 
barber whose attempt to blackmail his 
wife’s lover brings with it a host of 
unforeseen consequences. 


(at) Monsters, Inc. (CO, FP, GR) 
Bea The voices of Billy Crystal, John 
fq Goodman, Steve Buscemi and 
James Coburn are featured in 
directors Peter Docter and David Silver- 
man’s computer-animated comedy 
about a little girl who accidentally steps 
through a portal into the world all the 


creatures who lurk under beds and in 
closets call home. 


Not Another Teen Movie (CO, FP, GR) 
Jaime Pressly, Mia Kirshner, Lacey 
Chabert and Randy Quaid star in director 
Joel Gallen’s raunchy spoof of teen 
movies such as Never Been Kissed, She’s 
All That and Bring It On. 


Ocean’s Eleven (CO, FP) George Clooney, 
Matt Damon, Brad Pitt, Andy Garcia and 
Julia Roberts star in Traffic director Steven 
Soderbergh’s remake of the 1960 Rat Pack 
cult film about a gang of hipster criminals 
with a plan to knock over three Las Vegas 
casinos on) the very same night. 


THE MAJESTIC - PG - 
Nightly @ 7:30 & 9:10 pm 
Sat,Sun & Wed Matinees @ 2 pm 
Closed Dec 24&25 Seasons Greetings 


: a 


The One (CO) Jet Li, Carla Gugino ; 
Delroy Lindo star in Final Destina 
director James Wong's action/sci-\ p: 
ture about a futuristic, parallel-uni- 
verse-hopping criminal who dis 
that he becomes more and more 
erful with each alternate version of 
himself he kills off. 


Spy Game (CO, GR) Brad Pitt, Rober 
Redford and Catherine McCormack st4 
in Top Gun director Tony Scott's fia 
back-filled espionage drama about a 
retired CIA agent who is called out of 
retirement when his protégé is kid- 
napped by the Chinese. 


Vanilla Sky (CO, FP, GR) Tom Cruise, 
Penélope Cruz, Cameron Diaz and Ku 
Russell star in Jerry Maguire writer/« 
tor Cameron Crowe's eerie drama ( 
remake of Alejandro Amenabar’s |° 
Spanish film Open Your Eyes) about a 
shallow playboy whose life become: 
surreal nightmare after he is horribly 
figured in a car crash. 


HIMALAYA : PG - 

Nightly @ 7 pm 
Sat & Sun @ipm 
Ends Thursday, Dec 23 
Closed Dec24825 Seasons Greet 


im Allen 
‘deserves to 


body, the latest collabo- 

between TV-turned-movie 
tor John Pasquin and his old 
yprove it pal Tim Allen, is 
a feature-length dramatiza- 
e of those antiquated comic 
where a scrawny loser goes 
each, gets sand kicked in his 

mean bully and then bulks 
his revenge and thereafter 


Joe Scheffer, a communica- 
ecialist for a giant, corrupt 
ceutical firm, is of course 
by Allen, who is 
doing some 


hiishiee Recently divorced, 
d cracking up, Joe’s catalyst 
nge comes when co-worker 
f{cKinney (no, not the Kids in 
guy, but rather a beefy, unat- 
version of Superman played 
ick Warburton) humiliates 
kicking his butt in the 
ee parking lot in front of Joe's 
-old daughter and about half 
rompany staff. 

er a few days of self-pity, ram- 
pozing and compulsive house- 
Joe, spurred on by the 
agement of the company’s 
itive affirmation expert (Julie 
as a very token love interest), 
ack to work and challenges 
ney to a fight after he com- 
his three-week suspension. Pre- 
ly, Joe becomes an instant 
ty the minute he issues his 
ge; he’s invited to all the cool 
and the exclusive gym, he 
out with the much-coveted 
iriend on staff, and starts get- 
exy eyes from all the most 


Dec 23) - Nightly @ 9:15 pm 
toe epee 
i Dec 24825 Seasons Gr 


- film called Tom 


Braun vs. Joe So 


sought-after com- 
pany babes. 
When not enjoy- 
ing his new pop- 
ularity, Joe also 
takes kung fu les- 
sons from a has- 
been, alcoholic 
B-movie action 
star (whose old 
movie posters are 
the funniest 
things in the 
film; one’s for a 


Sawyer Must Die!) 
who repeatedly 
kicks Joe in the nuts—one of Joe Some- 
body's many pathetic running gags. 


Vermin Shepherd 


I suppose there’s something to be 
said for the social satire 
inherit in this sort 
of material; the 
moronic interper- 
sonal dynamics of the 
staff (including the lack of adult sex) 
resembles junior high to a tee. But 
screenwriter John Scott Shepherd 
provides nothing but the most 
incredibly obvious shtick, leading to 
a climax that’s simultaneously pre- 
dictable and nonsensical. This is the 
same “turn the other cheek” story 
we've seen a thousand times before 
but imbued with no new insights 
whatsoever, only.a paint-by-num- 
bers plot and one of those horrible, 
preternaturally “wise” little-kid char- 
acters (Hayden Penettiere) to boot. 
Allen, for his part, attains the 
level of immaturity Joe Somebody 
requires by actually behaving like a 
little kid (Haley Joel Osment, to be 
exact—only dumber). When he’s not 
getting testicular injuries, he’s con- 
juring fantasies about shopping cart 
races with McKinney, “having fun” 
with improvised hair mousse or 
telling off store mannequins. Allen's 
a likable enough personality, but this 
has got to be his worst, least flatter- 
ing feature yet—and, after movies 


Alternat 


Sweating two oldies: Tim Allen and Jim Belushi add 
nothing to Joe Somebody 


like Jungle 2 Jungle (also directed by 
Pasquin), that’s saying quite a lot. 


And you're saying Jim 
Belushi does? 


Joe Somebody holds some mild where- 
are-they-now appeal, since Joe's ex- 
wife is played by Kelly Lynch and the 
poor man’s Mr. Miyagi by Lynch's 
Curly Sue co-star Jim Belushi. Unfor- 
tunately, as much as I want to see 
both of these actors make something 
of a return to decent roles (particular- 
ly Lynch, who made such an impres- 
sion so many years ago in Drugstore 
Cowboy), what they're stuck with 
here is downright embarrassing, with 
Belushi sadly miscast (if Steven Sea- 
gal had any sense of humour, he 
should have played this role) and 
Lynch the most superfluous and 
hatefully-drawn female character in a 
movie filled with truly terrible female 
characters. 

As a critic, it’s hard to know 
what to say about a film like Joe 
Somebody without feeling like a 
bully myself, because it’s just far too 
easy to pick on. Believe me, | wish 
this film were more enjoyable, but it 
was a chore just to sit through it. As 
missable as they come. @ 


k ~~ Joe Somebody 
Directed i John Pasquin * Starring 
Tim Allen, Julie Bowen, Kelly Lynch 
and Jim Belushi * Opens Fri, Dec 21 


Locally Owned and Operated 


Ce Release 


MOULIN ROUGE 
also on DVD) 


BAISE MO! 
(FOREIGN - also on DVD) 


VERTICAL RAY OF THE SUN 
(FOREIGN - also on DVD) 


RY MOVIE 2 
3 DVD) 

INC DIARIES 
(also on DVD) 


IDV D Releases 


DECLINE OF THE AMERICAN EMPIRE 


THE BIG HEAT 
TABOO 
OLEA A 


CHUTNEY POPCORN 
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SHOWING AT BO 


CINEMA CITY 12 


3633-99 STREET 463-5481 
MEMAS 


Showtimes for FRI, December 21 - THU, December 27, 2001 


SHALLOW HAL (14A) Daity 11:25 205 455 735 1000 T 
Michie Fri Sat only 12:2 F 


TRAINING DAY (8A) 
Daily 11:05 140 429 


ZOOLANDER (4A) Daily 
JOY RIDE (4A) Ca 


HOIST (14A) Coarse | Daily 11:15 205 4:85 735 10: 
Meng in ) if a unmare ney § 735 1000 


RIDING IN CARS WITH BOYS (PG) Daiy |:15 400 630 9 
Midnight Fri Sar only 12:15 


MAX KEEBLE'S BIG MOVIE (/4A) Daily 11:45 1:50 430 7.25 
9-30 Midnight Fri Sat only 1145S 


ICORKY ROMANO (PG) Co Bon fe 


Daily 11:30 200 445 725 9:2! 


LASTS UES) Go 
TAO 10:10 Midnighe Fri Sat ony | 


only 1140 


Daily 11:35 2:15 5:00 


LAST eee? Dally 11:00 1:35 4:15 6:55 9:45 Midnight 
only 122 

7:10 9550 Midnight Fri Sat onty 12:20 

1205 450 10:15 


30 Mid ih Fr St 


PG) Coarse Language 
y 11402 aN0435 135 10:05 Nid 


THE PRINCESS DIARIES (G) 


Daily 11:20 1°85 425 7:10 935 Midnight 


A i 
URASIC PARK 3 (PG: ‘ aN T SAY AWORD (14A) V 


y 1:55 $5 Midnight Fri Sat only 12 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


TALKING MOVIE 
LISTINGS 
444-5468 


EATON CENTRE CINEMAS 


14a 
DTS Digital. No passes. 1 


BEHIND ENEMY LINES 4A 
DTS Digital Fri-Mon 3.45 7.30 


Thu 12.15 3.30 645 10.00 


HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE PG 
Frightening scenes. OTS Digital. No passes. FrisSun 12.00 3.15 640 9.50 
Mon 12.00 3.15 640 Tue-Thu 1.00 3.15 6.30 9.50 


JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS G 
DTS Digital Fri-Sun 12.15 2.15 4.15 620 845 Mon 12.15 215 4.15 620 
Tue-Thu 12.10 215 4.15 620 8.45 


JOE SOMEBODY PG 
DTS Digital. No passes. Fri-Sun 1.30 4.40 7.00 9.40 Mon 1.30 4.40 7.00 
Tue-Thu 1.15 4407.15 9.40 


KATE AND LEOPOLD PG 
DTS Digital Tue-Thu 1.30 4.50 7.30 10.10 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 14A 

Violent scenes. No passes. Tue-Thu 12.30 4.30 8.30 On 2 screens. Fri-Sun 
1230 230 4.30 6.30 8.30 10.30 Mon 12.30 230 4,30 6.30 


MONSTERS, INC, G 
DTS Digital. Fri-Mon 1.00 4,00 7,20 Tue-Thu 1.45 4.00 7.40 


NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE 18A 
Crude sexual content throughout. OTS Digital Fri-Sun 1,15 4.15 7.10 
10.20 Mon 1.15 4.15 7.10 Tue-Thu 1,00 5.00 7,50 10.30 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN PG 
Coarse language. No passes. Tue-Thu 1245 3.45 7.00 9.30 
On 2 screens. Fri-Sun (245 1.45 3.30 6.50 9:30 10.10 

Mon 12.45 1.45 3.30 650 


SPY GAME 
DTS Digital Fri-Sun 10.00 Tue-Thu 10.20 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
I i i 


ALI 
No passes. On 2 screens. 
Tue Thu 12.00 1.00 3.30 5.00 650 9,00 10.20 


A BEAUTIFUL MIND PG 
Mature themes. No passes. THX Tue-Thu 12.50 3.50 7.00 10.00 


BEHIND ENEMY LINES 4A 
Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 2.50 5.20 7.50 10.45 Mon 250 5.20 7.50 


HOW HIGH 8A 
Crude content throughout DTS Digital Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 1248 3.15 5.45 
8.10 [050 Mon 12.45 3,15 5.45 8.10 


JOE SOMEBODY PG 
No passes. THX Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 1215 245 5.15 7.40 10.15 Mon 12.15 
2455.15 7.40 


KABHI KHUSHI KABHIE GHAM °G 
THX FrieMon 12.00 4.20 6.50 


KATE AND LEOPOLD PG 
THX Tue Thu 1.20 4.20 7,20 10.10 OTS Digital Tue-Thy 1220910 620 


920 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 14a 
Violere scones. No pasves. THX Tue-Thu 1230 4.30 8.30 On 2 xcreens 
THX FriSun (2.30 2304.20 630 8.30 10.30 Mon 1230 230 4.30 6.30 
4.30 OTS Digal. Fri-Mon 1.00 | 30 5.00 5.30 9.00 9.30 Tue-Thu 1.30 230 
5.30 6.30 9.30 10.30 


THE MAJESTIC PG 
DTS Digtal Fri. Thu 12.10 3.20 640950 


NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE 186A 

Crude venal content throughout Tue-Thu 2.20 4.40 8.20 11.00 On 2 
screens. FriSen 1,20 220 220 3.30 4.40 5.50 7.00 8.20 9.40 11.00 Mon 
1.20 220 2.20 3.30 4.40 5.50 7.00 820 9.40 


OCEAN'S ELEVEN °G 

Coarse language. No passes. On 4 screens. Fri-Sun 12.20 1.10 210 240 
110 400 40 5.40 6.50 7.30 800 840 9.20 10.00 1040 Mon 12.20 1.10 
LID 240 3.10 400 450 5.40 650 7.30 800 B40 9.20 On 2 creams Tow 
Tho 1.10 210 4.00 450 7.10 600 9.45 


THE SHIPPING NEWS 
ITS Digital Toe-Thu 1240 340 6.45 940 


SPY GAME 4A 
FriSun (2.40 3.40 7.10 10.10 Mon 1240 3.40 7.10 Tue-Thu 10.40 


sTc 


AL 

DTS Digeal. No passes. Tue Thu 1200 3.15 630 9.40 

BEHIND ENEMY LINES 4a 

frSn 7.10 

HARRY POTTER AND THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE PG 
Frighuaring scares OTS Digral No passes. Fr-Thu 1240 3.50 

HOW HIGH 18a 
Crude convene thecnghext. DTS Digaal Fri-Sun 130 420 6.50 9.20 Mon 
130 420 6.50 Tue Thu 1904206509110 

JIMMY NEUTRON: BOY GENIUS 

OE e340 USO Hon 210220430640 
Tue Thu 12.10 220 440 640850 
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Thu, Dec. 27 


jun 12.20 2.40 4.50 7.10 9.30 Mi 
0 2.40 450 7.10 9.20 


KATE AND LEOPOLD 
OTS Digital We-Thu 1.10 3.40 7.00 9.20 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE FILLLOWSHIP OF THE RING 14a 

Viole es. No passer. FrisSun 12.30 2.00 4,30 6,00 8.30 10,00 Mon 
12.30 2.00 4.30 6.00 Tue-Thu 1230 4.30 830 


THE MAJESTIC PG 
Fri-Sun 12.50 6.55 10,15 Mon 12.50 6.55 Tue-Thu 12.50 


MONSTERS, INC. G 
DTS Digital. Fri-Mon 12.00 2.10 4.40 7.00 


NOT ANOTHER TEEN MOVIE 8A 
pout. Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 1.00 3.25 $.40 7.50 


Crude sexual concent through 


9.50 Mon 1,00 3.25 5.40 7.50 
OCEAN'S ELEVEN PG 
Coarse language. No passes 

Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 4.00 7.30 10.20 Mon 


VANILLA SKY 14A 
Thu 1.20 4.10 


400 730 


Coarse language, seal content. DTS Dighal. Fri-Sun Tu 
720 10.10 Mon 120 4,107.20 


WEST MALL 8 
WEM PRISE U) ENTRANCE 2 4H;1809 


AMELIE WA 

FrisSun 1.05 9,50 6409.20 Mon 1,05 3.50 6.40 Tue 640 

Wed-Thu 105 640 

A BEAUTIFUL MIND PG 

Mature themes, No passer Tue 4.00 7,00 9.50 Wed-Thu 1,00 4,00 7.00 
950 

BEHIND ENEMY LINES 4A 

DTS Digital Fri-Sun 1,00 3,30 7.00 9.35 Mon 1,00 3.30 7.00 Tue 4.30 73 
10.15 Wed-Thu 1,304.30 7.30 10.15 


BLACK KNIGHT PG 
Crude concent. Fri-Sun 1.50 430 7,10 9,50 Mon 1.50 4.30 7.10 


HOW HIGH 18A 
Crude concent throughout Fri-Sun 140 4.20 7.15 9.55 Mon 1.40 4: 20 
7.15 Tue 4.05 6.30 9.10 Wed-Thu 1.40 4,05 6.30 9.10 


JOE SOMEBODY 
No passes. Tue 5,00 7.20 940Wed-Thu 2.00 5.00 7.20 9.40 On 2 screen 
FrisSun 2.00 4.40 7.20 9.30 Mon 2.00 440 7.20 


KATE AND LEOPOLD PG 
DTS Digital On 2 scrowns Tue 4,10 4.40 7.10 740 9.30 10, 10Wed-Thu 
1.20 1,50 4.10 4407.10 7.40 9.30 10.10 


THE ONE 4A 
Violent scenes. Fri-Sun 1,15 3.20 7.30 9.40 Mon 1.15 3.20 7.30 


THE SHIPPING NEWS sTc 
DTS Digital Tue 420 7.15 10,00 Wed-Thu 1.10 4.20 7.15 10.00 
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LS GHOSTS (1A) Gory vidoe troughour FriSun The-Thu 445 10.10 Mon 445 


BLACK KNIGHT (PG) Crude contant FriSun Wed'Thu 245 5:00 7.45, {0.00 Mon 
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MAX KEEBLE'S BIG MOVE (PG) FriSin Yved-Thu 2.00 400 7100 9.00 Men 
100 40) 70 he 400700 900 
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Tue 415 645 945 
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Son 1219 1.30240 4004.50 6207. 0910930 Man 1210 130 240 400450 
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Avuncularity breeds contempt 


Toronto-shot 
The Uncles is a 
promising debut for 
director Jim Allodi 
By JOSEF BRAU 


hot on digital video in the Ital- 
Ss" neighbourhood he grew up 

in, Toronto writer-director Jim 
‘Rllodi’s feature debut The Uncles is 
an unassuming gem of character- 
driven but highly personal low-budg- 
et filmmaking. Echoing certain 
narrative, thematic and tonal aspects 
of Stanley Tucci and Campbell Scott’s 
1995 charmer Big Night, Allodi 
weaves persistent old-world family 
and business values (which, in Allo- 
di’s view, are inextricably linked) into 
a contemporary tale of fractured fam- 
ilies, obsolete morals and vocational 
strife. It all holds together quite well 
because The Uncles, despite all the 
wrestling it does with its ethics, is far 
fsem polemical and Allodi, while cer- 
tainly a mischievous storyteller, 
never forces any of it. 
Instead, he simply 
imposes as many 
problems as he can 
onto his hero without 
completely breaking his will, and (for 
the most part) dutifully follows each 
of these problems to their varying 
states of resolution. 

The troubled protagonist in ques- 
tion is thirtysomething Italian-Irish- 
Canadian restaurant manager John 
Toma (the strong and subtle Chris 
Owens, best known from his role as 
Special Agent Jeffrey Spender on The 
(Files). John, who has supported his 
mother and siblings ever since he was 
a child and his father split the family, 
has an exaggerated sense of responsi- 
bility that constantly borders on the 
oppressive, His brother Marco (Kelly 
Harms) is supposed to be pursuing an 
engineering degree on John’s dollar, 
but seems preoccupied with playing 
football in the park with his loser 


pals. As well, both John 
and Marco have to run 
after their sister Celia, who 
has the problematic combi- 
nation of being both men- 
tally handicapped (to what 
degree is left vague) and 
beguilingly attractive. 
Fending off opportunistic 
men, however, is not as 
time-consuming for John 
and Marco as policing her 
habit of snatching babies 
from the park and bringing 
them home. 


Rochelle, Rochelle 


The Uncles’ list of charac- 
ters with dangerously 
overdeveloped maternal 
instincts also includes 
John’s mother, who does- 
n’t understand why her 
eldest son hasn’t started 
his own family yet, and, 
most alarmingly, John’s 
mistress Rochelle (Veronika Hurnik) 
who, despite being married to the 
son of John’s father- 
figure boss (!), is 
beginning to feel 
pangs for children 
and wants to know if 
John is willing to give up his career 
for a chance at the two of them 
starting a family together (even 
though it’s pretty obvious that John 
is in love with a married woman 
precisely so that he can avoid such 
commitments). Just when John’s 
overwhelmed head is ready to 
explode off, Allodi inserts the film’s 
central set-piece and the best part of 
its episodic structure: an eventful 
afternoon spent at John’s boss’ 
country house where every thread 
of the story collides somewhat farci- 
cally and the seeds of transforma- 
tion are sown, 

While Allodi’s story no doubt 
reflects something Of the real lives 
within the kind of milieu he's captur- 
ing, what is of course disquieting 


Long & McQuade Music 


Great Gift Tdeas fora Musical New Year 


Drum, Dept. 


* CB 5-plece drumsot w/ cymbals, throne and hardware - $475. 
* Tama Swingster 5-piece drumset w/ hardware - 
* Pearl Forum 5-plece drumset w/ cymbals, throne & sticks - $799." 


* Rubber practice pads - from $11." 
* L&M cymbal bags - $21." 
* LAM stick bags - $14." 
Great stocking stuffers for under $30: 


batter heads, cowbells, drumsticks, bags, chicken shakes. 
Also available: authentic percussion from Africa, Brazil & india. 


Band Dept. 


* Yorkville folding music stands - $9,” 
* Quartz metronomes - from $19." 


* Schoenbach 4/4 violin outfit (W/ metronome & music stand) - $490. 


* Alpine flute outfit (w/ metronome & polishing cloth) - 


Guitars 


* 3/4 size acoustic guitars for the younger player - from $105. 
* 3/4 size electric guitars for the younger player - from $179." ® (incl. 2 turntables 
* Fender 0G-8 acoustic guitar pack - $289, 
(includes bag, chord finder, strings, 6-n-1 kit & tuner) 
* Epiphone Les Paul Special Il w/ Gig Rig - $390.” 
* Guitar tuners - from $18.” 
* Squier Fat Tele with matching headstock (black or red) - $279." 
* Squier Double Fat Strat w/ maple neck (black) ~ $279.” 
* Squier P-Bass Special (black w/ chrome hardware) = $299." 
* Squier Jazz Bass (black w/ chrome hardware) - $299, 


$695, 


Great stocking stuffers for under $30: 
pick holders, straps, cases, pitch pipes, slides, 
harmonicas, kazoos, polish, cloths. 


$440." 


* Amati clarinet outfit (w/ metronome & box ofRico Royal reeds) - $445." 
* Alpine alto sax outfit (w/ metronome & box of Rico Royal reeds) - $925." 


Great stocking stuffers for under $30: 


The men from Uncles: Chris Owens and Kelly Harms 


about his film’s set-up is that it limits 
every female character to breeders in 
various stages of hysteria. Both Celia 
and Rochelle need babies but they 
also need men to take care of them, 
and, irrationally, John wants to be 
the man every one of them needs. 
The film’s most audacious conceit 
occurs when John and Marco discuss 
the need to get Celia pregnant so 
that she’ll stop snatching other peo- 
ple’s kids. They devise a plan (which 
eventually gets both aborted and 
thwarted by Celia herself) to have 
Celia sent back to Italy so that she 
can take an unknowing, ethnically- 
sound stud’s seed and return home 
by herself—that way the family 
won't have to take in a new member. 
Clearly, John has some serious issues 
about surrendering control. 


Unchained Allodi 


But as restrictive as Allodi’s gender 


roles are, The Uncles ends on a note 


of hope and personal independence 


for at least two or three of its char- 
acters, both male and female. The 
film also leaves you with the hope 
that Allodi may turn into quite a 
strong filmmaker; The Uncles, hur- | 
riedly produced as a Canadian Film | 
Centre Project, is a little sloppily 
assembled and a few scenes (such as 
the one in which Marco chats with 
his pals in the park) are shot with 
too many angles and display a cer- 
tain discomfort with locations. But 
if the careers of filmmakers like 
Mike Leigh mean anything, the 
technical stumbles of early films can 
eventually be transcended and 
informed by the fundamental talent 
for character-based naturalism Allo- 
di already shows here. © 


Directed by Jim Allodi © Starring Chris 
Owens, Kelly Harms, Tara Rosling and 

Veronika Hurnik © Zeidler Hall, The | 
Citadel ¢ Fri, Dec 21 (7pm); Sat, Dec | 


22 (9:30pm); Sun, Dec 23 (7pm) © 
Metro Cinema ® 425-9212 


Kate and Leopo 
iontinued from 


that it’s actually not bad—j 
was not only directed but 
(with Hope Floats screenwri;,. 
Rogers) by James Mangold 
maker who began his career \. 
smart, low-key character stu, 
before trying his hand at ti, 
ing and darkly masculine ; 
and finally scoring his wide. 
ence by far with last year’s (\4 
nominated Girl, Interrupted. yi; 
new film, it would appear th 
gold’s cashing in his indie-cre: , 
altogether and jumping wio|e. 
into the mainstream. Yet by 
glancing at his filmograp), 
could certainly argue that Mang 
has no interest in being an 
and, in the tradition of the g 
American directors of the golden 
simply wants to try his hand 3 
many disparate genres as possibie, 


The test intentions 


In this respect, you've got to han 
to the guy; as far as MOR romay 
comedies go, Kate and Leopold 
exemplary, the best American q 
I’ve seen in ages. But I have to w 
der if Mangold isn’t perhaps foo] 
himself just a tad when I think } 
to Kate’s introductory scene, in 
she supervises one of those legend 
audience test screenings I've alw) 
heard about but have never qu 
been able to fathom. The directo# 
the film being randomly jur 
exclaims that the practice can oj 
result in a formulaic sameness 
movies and that Kate and her con 
ny are “sucking the life out of Ami 
can cinema!” I’m reluctant to ma 
an assumption regarding Mango 
sympathies in this department 
I'll tell you, if he believes Kate « 
Leopold is anything more than a w 
made product for the masses, he's 
another think coming. © 


Directed by James Mangold © Starri 
Meg Ryan and Hugh Jackman 
Opens Tue, Dec 2 


EXTENDED HOURS 


P.A. / Recording 


* Stanton DJ Scrathpak.- $899.” : a 
with cartridges, 1 mixer, headphones slipmats and cables) > 
+ Tascam MF-PO1 4-Track cassette ministudio - $169." 
* Sennheiser E-Paks - $139. s 
(incl, microphone, tripod standw/ boom and cable) - 
* Yorkville YSM-1i passive monitors - $350." /pr 
* Yorkville YSM-1P active monitors - $740." /pr ~ 
* Apex HP-30 sealed back headphones - $24.” 
‘hare ee <P $25.7 


Great stocking/stutters for under $30: ~ 
F aegnn mcopheae stance, cables, eiing tapes. 


< 
‘gift trom Yamaha and Long & MoQuade: “ ~ 
Finance art AW4416CDHD or AW2B16CDHD digital “Sy 


all 


portastudio, or a Waves YS6K card during December «” 


ot eee 


DEC 17-24 (9:30 - 8 pm 


(9:30 - 6 pm Sat, Dec 22) vats. Sunda} 


“Portable keyboards - = from $185.2 


* YSL SCC-8M PC Soundblaster cables - $21.” 
« Coda Prt Muekc’2001 music notation softwere - $30. 
* Yamaha P120 electric pianos = $1850." 
* Sanat 1a aps 


care kits, music stands, mouthpieces, ligatures, sheet music. 


or K 
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CANADA’S LARGEST MUSICAL INSTRUMENT RETAILER 
with 19 locations across Canada to serve you 


Visit our website: <www. folate Riailere(ti-lel-Metelea! 
e-mail: Po laslolalcolslcllelaletuslete(tt-lel-Metelaa] 


RENTALS * SALE * REPAIRS IN-STORE FINANCING * LAYAWAY 


10204 - 107 Ave. 
Ph: 423-4448 
Fax: 425-6623 
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makes us 
t to embrace it. =~ 
jse has a film as captivatingly 
iful and internationally 
das Tran Anh Hung’s The 
al Ray of the Sun not been 
ed in Edmonton, even 
his other films, 1993’s The 
of Green Papaya and 1995's 
have already been celebrated 
hing less than the beginning 
ie of the most exciting new 
s in cinema? 

tnamese-born but Paris-edu- 
and assimilated, setting all 
is films in Vietnam while 
ncing them with French 
vy and informing them with a 
nctively French aesthetic, 
Jack of a clearly-stated artis- 
pmeland (and Vietnam’s lack 
cognition as a filmmaking 
iy) seems to have stuck him 


the Tran shin 


in the periphery of the public eye. 
Like Japanese-British author Kazuo 
Ishiguro, whose novels seem to 
sometimes be criticized for not 
being either Japanese or British 
enough, Tran’s films defy audi- 
ences who require a clear frame of 
cultural reference before they can 
surrender to a film. In any case, 
The Vertical Ray of the Sun has been 
passed over by Edmonton’s ample 
exhibitors and is now available on 
home video, which, while hardly 
doing its singular 
visual splendor 
justice, is still 
absolutely essential 
viewing. 


Hovering craft 


The Vertical Ray of the Sun, while 
different in so many fundamental 
ways, bears a fascinating, odd simi- 
larity to David Gordon Green's 
recent, very American film George 
Washington (which, thankfully, did 
screen here last fall at Metro Cine- 
ma) in that it’s extremely languid 
and hovering, while you never get 
the impression that the director is 
merely being patient or waiting for 
something to happen. It’s almost 
as though Tran has condensed 
actions that would have taken 10 
times as long in real life, sucking 
out the essence while keeping his 
unobtrusive distance. 

A brother and sister wake up; 


CH lor YZ YA eS 


ein 


the brother turns on the stereo and 
plays The Velvet Underground's bit- 
tersweet “Pale Blue Eyes,” but 
instead of creating an air of melan- 
choly, it simply drifts through the 
room as a soothing aural breeze. 
The siblings go about their waking 
rituals in the calm light of morning. 
The sister teases her brother about 
how people mistake them for a cou- 
ple. These simple rituals, in and of 
themselves, are the focus of Vertical 
Ray's first breathtakingly lucid 
scene, yet we gradually realize that 
so much within it has a deeper, 
more complicated significance for 
the film overall. 

The story centers on three sis- 
ters and Tran reveals much about 
each of them through striking com- 
positions built around their faces, 
either separately or as a group. 
Early in the film, one of the sisters’ 
husbands, a botanical photogra- 
pher, explains that he prefers tak- 
ing pictures of plants over people 
because they have a tranquillity 
*you can’t find in a human face. Yet 
this tranquillity is precisely what 
Tran does find over and over again 
in Vertical Ray, using carefully com- 
posed close-ups of faces in a man- 
ner as revelatory as Bergman's back 
when he made entire movies out of 
them (and, like Bergman, Tran 
sometimes heightens the sense of 
filmic reality by keeping his images 
ultra-spare). It is only upon repeat- 
ed examination that these faces 
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dren of the revolution? 


ou a teenager interested in the- 
sure hope so—not just because 
0 ee could benefit from lower- 
lemographic profile, but also 
the Citadel is once again run- 
is successful Teens @ the Turn 
am for playwrights aged 15 to 
5 of February 1, 2002) from mid- 
ary to early May, 2002. 
S sort of a junior version of 
shop West's Playwright’s Garage 
lam; like t Ga tk 
so run by “The Young Play- 
t's Friend” Thiessen and the 
am culminates in a cabaret 
where the participants’ scripts 
ceive their first public reading. 
year's event, Adam Burgess’s 


ion directed _ 
lowly, an 
But the pro- 


the classes — 


every Wednesday night from 7 to 9 
p.m.; a $50 tuition fee pays for the 
entire program. 

Writers interested in applying for 
Teens @ the Turn should submit an 
application form (available by calling 
Vern Thiessen at 426-4811 ext. 4314 or 
e-mailing him at vthiessen@citadelthe- 
atre.com), a one-page letter outlining 
why you want to take the class, an orig- 
inal stage script (not a screenplay) 
between four and 45 pages in length 
and a letter of recommendation from a 
teacher or professional writer. The 
deadline is January 25. 


Microwave Orphan 


Catalyst Theatre has announced a firm 
date for their latest project, Joey Trem- 
blay and Jonathan Christenson’s ambi- 
tious, 11-character musical The Blue 
Orphan. The show will run from May 
22 to June 2 in the Catalyst space 
(8529-103 Street), with a gala open- 
ing planned for May 25. 

An elaborate staged reading of 
the script took place last summer, 
and it was an impressive piece of 
work. The action revolves around the 
various unhappy inhabitants of a 
decaying, once-great city, including a 
lonely industrialist unfortunate 
enough to have inherited the family 
business just in time to see it fall to 
pieces; a cheerful waif who somehow 
remains in high spirits even though 
she’s saddled with a melancholy, 


~ abusive father; and a hapless street 


gypsy with a soul almost too gentle 
to cope with the cruelties fate seems 
insistent on dishing out to him. As 
ay prog s, the characters’ 

‘ eth seeeraciet trait’ 


sorts of surprising ways—and the 
recurring image of the rare Blue 
Orphan butterfly. The characters fre- 
quently break into song, but these 
musical interludes don’t break the 
mood. Instead, they simply seem like 
a logical extension of Tremblay and 
Christenson’s arch, stylized brand of 
dialogue. It’s a must-see. 


Shake those snowglobes! 


You'll laugh and you'll laugh in spite 
of yourself if you drop by the 
Varscona Theatre at 11 p.m. on Satur- 
day, December 22, because that’s 
where that Patchouli old elf Susanna 
Patchouli will be presenting the annu- 
al Oh Susanna Christmas Special. 
Helping her out will be frequent Oh 
Susanna visitor Poki Schvedtar, a man 
famous for his refusal to limit his 
fondness for all things tinselly to 
merely one month. 

Segments during this Yuletide 
edition of Edmonton’s liveliest and 
most exotic live talk show will 
include a performance of Stewart 
Lemoine’s playlet Chicks Akimbo (fea- 
turing Celina Stachow, Briana Buck- 
master, Kristen Tusor, Josh Dean and 
Davina Stewart) and a reading from 
something called “The Lost Scrolls 
of Frosty” by funnymen Wes Borg 
and Jeff Page. 

Sadly, | can’t attend; I'm going 
home to Hamilton for Christmas and 
won't be back until after New Year's. 
And since the December theatre scene 
in Hamilton is (a) moribund, and (b) 
of no conceivable interest to a single 
Edmonton reader, Theatre Notes will 

_ go on a brief hiatus until 2002, Until 
» then; happy holidays to everyone. @ ~ 


betray their tranquil veneer and 
something more emotionally 
murky rises to their surface, 


Mmmm ... candy orange 


As floating and light as the tone 
Stays for much of the film, the sis- 
ters each undergo a transformation 
in Vertical Ray involving various 
forms of secret longing, clandestine 
consolation or infidelity. Much of 
the drama is unspoken though very 
alive, sometimes sumptuously erot- 
ic, not at all stifled. Tran finds a lot 
of his most intriguing content in 
non-verbal forms of expression (and 
one of his most compelling subplots 
involves a couple having an affair 
that can only be conducted in 
silence, as though speaking might 
break the spell of feigned inno- 
cence), Repeatedly working with a 
colour palate rich with limes, yel- 
lows and candy oranges, the details 
he and cinematographer Mark Lee 
(In the Mood for Love) choose to 
linger on (rippling water, ghostly 
mosquito netting) tingle with life 
while never feeling precious or like 
superficial dressing. 

That Tran uses that first waking 
scene as a key motif does not seem 
accidental; the sensation of wak- 
ing up with a renewed awareness 
of every detail of life seems to be 
at the very heart of The Vertical 
Ray of the Sun's allure. Everything 
in this movie glows somehow, 
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More than usual, I feel iin 
equipped to compact my impres- 
sions into something concise and 
articulate, so I'll just have to say 
See This Film, © 


The Vertical Ray of the Sun 

Directed by Tran Anh Hung « Starring 
Tran Nu Yen-Khe, Nhu Quynh Nguyen 
and Le Khanh * Now on video 


PRINTS 


in limited edition 
by alberto, national & intarnotionol artists 


Lr 


$50 socti, or 2 for $95 (unframed) 


visit the gallery to view 
or contact us for more information 


the ferfecl gif from 


society of norihern alberta print-nctists 


10137.104 st. / t: 423.1492 
gallery hours) tues = sot, 12-5 
snop@snapartists.com /www.snapartists.com 
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igor a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3pm Friday. 


ART GALLERIES © 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 
GALLERY 10186-106 St., 488- 
6611, 488-5900. Dec. hours: Mon- 
Wed 10am-5:30pm; Thu-Fri 10am- 
7pm; Sat 10am-5:30pm; Sun 12- 
(35pm. *NEW WORKS IN WOOD: A 
juried exhibition by the members of 
the Southern Alberta Woodworkers 
Society (SAWS). Until Dec. 24. 
*DISCOVERY GALLERY A HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATION OF CRAFT: Members 
exhibition, Until Dec. 24. 


ART BEAT GALLERY AND 
FRAME 8 Mission Ave., St. Albert, 
459-3679. Open daily 10am-6pm; 
Thu 10am-9pm, Sat 10am-5pm, 
Sun/hols noon-4pm. New works by 
gallery artists including Min Ma, 

, (Andrew Raszewski, Jim Vest, Angela 
Grootelaar, Igor Postash, Mel 
Heath, Fran Heath, Karen Findlay, 
Allison Argy-Burgess, Frances Alty- 
Arscott, Audrey Pfannmuller, Joe 
Haire, Jim Brager, Brian Hohner, 
Nick Prins and Tom Love. Sculpture 
and glass by Eduino Sousa, Al 
Henderson, Rogelio Menz, Shane 
Repka, Brenda Taylor, John Beaver, 
Roy Hinz and France Lagace-Maher. 


} Na 


...about romance & self 


| WUEWEEKLY. 


ARTS BY MARCE AND MARCE 
435-5838. By appointment only. 
ARTS AND SCIENCE BY MARCE AND 
MARCE: Dimensional paintings by 
Brenda Marce. Collectible, award- 
winning poetry (The Revolution of 
Words; The NOW Anthology) and 
professional writing by Patrick 
Marce 


B-SCENE STUDIO 8212-104 st., 
432-0234. Open Mon-Sat 11-Spm; 
Thu 11-9pm. CONFLUENCE: Works 
by Heather Shillinglaw, Shara 
Rosko, James Kwong. Until Jan. 10, 
2002. 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE 
L'ALBERTA 20, 8627-91 St., 461- 
3427. Group show featuring mem- 
bers’ works. Dec. 21-Feb. 6. 


CYBERTOPIA INTERNET CAFE 
11607 Jasper Ave., Upstairs. THE 
BEAUTY BODY: Paintings by Garett 
Gunderson. Until Jan. 31. 


DIXON GALLERIRES 10316-124 
St., 454-3599. Open Tue-Sat 10am- 
5:30pm. Late on Thursdays, Inuit 
carvings and drawings. Traditional 
Chinese scrolls. Works from Russia 
and New York. Canadian Heritage 
Collection of art from 1942-58. 
Etchings by artists of the Woodland 
School. Canadian landscapes by 
Richard Dixon. Until Dec. 21. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 


Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223, 
www.eag.org. Open Mon-Wed and 
Fri 10:30am-5pm; Thu 10:30am- 
8pm; Sat, Sun 11am-Spm. Closed 
Christmas day. *SETTING THE 
STAGE: THE CAST OF CHARACTERS; 
The Group of Seven. Until Jan. 29. 
«STAND BY YOUR MAN or ANNIE 
CRAWFORD HURN: MY LIFE WITH 
TOM THOMSON. Until Jan. 29. 
*MARC CHAGALL: THE WORLDS OF 
FANTASY AND FABLE. Until Jan. 13. 
* DREAMLAND: New works by 
Wanda Koop, Medrie MacPhee, 
Shirley Wiitasalo. Until Jan. 13. 
*KITCHEN CHRIS FLODBERG: LAND- 
SCAPES AND OTHER ALLEGORIES, 
Until Jan. 13. *CHILDREN’S 
GALLERY FROM HEAD TO TOE: 
Created by Lisa Murray. Until July 
28. eAdmission $5 adult; $3 stu- 
dent/senior; $2 ages 6-12, kids 
under 6 free. Free on THU after 
4pm. 

ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 
12419 Stony Plain Rd., 482-1402. 
2001 IN REVIEW: A retrospective of 
2001. Group retrospective show. 
Sharon Moore-Foster (steel sculp- 
ture); E. Ross Bradley (Polaroid 
transfers); Margie Davidson (tex- 
tiles); Jeff Collins (paintings); Ron 
Wigglesworth (pastels); Katrina 
Chaytor (ceramics); Frank Haddock 
(drawings and paintings); Wayne 
Mackenzie, Janet Stein; John Blair 
(gold and silver jewellery); Henry 
Schlosser, John Morel and Doug 


Haslam (wood boxes); Jeff 
Holmwood (blown glass). Until 
Dec. 22. 

EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 


2nd FI., University Extension 
Centre, 8303-112 St., 492-3034. 


. Open Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 


8:30am-4:30pm; Sat 9am-noon. 
eAnnual student exhibition. Until 
Jan, 17. 


FAB GALLERY 1-1 Fine Arts 
Building., U of A Campus, 112 St., 
89 Ave., 492-2081. Open Tue-Fri 
10am-Spm; Sun 2-Spm. */MANI- 
HAN: Drawings by Tanya Sehn. 
eTHE DESIGN OF A SOLAR COLLEC- 
TOR: Industrial designs by Megan 
Strickfaden. Masters of Fine Arts 
and Design Graduate shows. Until 
Dec. 23. 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave., 432- 
7535. West coast Indian and Eskimo 
silver and gold rings, pendants, ear- 
rings and bracelets by L. Wadhams. 
Eskimo soapstone carvings 
(Inukshuk, hunter, bears, walrus, 
seals and birds) by J. Kavik. Quill 
baskets by various Mohawk artists. 
Until Dec. 30. 


THE FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt., 
10516 Whyte Ave., 432-0240. 
Open daily 9:30am-6pm. Closed 
Sunday. Closed Dec. 25-26. OLD 
FRIENDS-NEW WORKS; Group show 
featuring paintings, sculptural 
objects and video presentation by 
Sidsel Naess Bradley, Doug Jamha, 


Michael Burns, Neil Fierte) 
Dec. 31. ¢SWEETEST Picke; 
prints by Paul Freeman. jan > 


GENERATIONS GALLERY ., 
51 St., Stony Plain. THE p¢7., 4 
SUITES: Original haiga. Dra, 
Kris van Eyk and poetry by 

St. Maur. Jan. 5-Feb. 11. Open 
reception Jan. 6, 1-4pm. 


GIORDANO GALLERY \\);\, 
Empire Building, 10080 jas; 
429-5066. Open Wed 11am.4 
Sat 12-4:30pm or by appoint, 
SMALL WORKS SHOW. Uniti 
24. 


HARCOURT HOUSE 102);.; 
St., 426-4180. Open Mon-F;| 
10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm. °\j/p 
The result of collecting and cas 
in aluminium various roadkill 
corpses. Castings by Susan 
Detwiler. Until Dec. 22. »FRO) 
ROOM EVOLUTION: Installation 
using self-portraits. Experiment 
works by Gabriela Rosende. Unj 
Dec. 22. 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY 
Strathcona Place Centre, 1083] 
University Ave., 433-5807. Opeq 
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm. CHRISTMAS 
SHOW: Featuring a group exhib 
of various art works from last yell 
gallery exhibitors. Until Jan. 25. 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-35 
465-6171. Open Mon-Fri 8am- 
SEE NEXT R 


| Deg 


hty but Nice 
Jan 31 - Feb 3, 2002 
Northlands Sportex 


canwestshows.com 
For exhibitor info call 


1-800-626-1538 


February 7-10 


April 25-28 


Stampede Park (Calgary) 


MCVERUMLFICHISMA ETI G8) 


improvement 


11817-80 St. 
5:30pm; Sat 
TOTI, 
MacDonald. 


5 na nd Noburo Kubo. 


CE 10820- 


Thu-Fri 
EMBELLISH: 


10137-104 St., 
Tue-Fri 10am- 
-Spm. Closed Dec. 
y ‘CUS OF TEARS: 
gs by Peter Hobbs and video 
ation by Chantal Rousseau. 
ring notions of sexuality, per- 
ance, pornography and identi- 
yell as visual art as spectacle. 
Jan. 19. Closing reception FRI, 
8. Artist talk: SAT, Jan. 19, 


MULLEN GALLERY University 
ital, 8440 -112 St., 407-7152. 
Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat and 
-8pm. ARCTIC SURVIVAL: ANI- 
IN INUIT LIFE AND ART: Inuit 

Ipture and textiles. 


| ART GALLERY Stanley 
brary Main Fl. Lobby, Sir 


on Churchill Square. IN THE 
GARDEN OF THE DRAGON 
C ART GALLERY 


ue-Sat 10-Spm. Thu 
_ PRESENCE: St. Albert 
ual Arts Council exhibition. 
ORAL: Donna 


é TE a ate 


Jacqueline Stenberg. Art glass avail- 
able. Artists in the courtyard contin- 
ues every weekend. 


ST. THOMAS COFFEE HOUSE 44 
St. Sthomas St., St. Albert. WHAT'S 
IN A FLOWER: Watercolour and wax 
on rice paper works by Sheilagh 
Knox. Until Dec. 31. 

STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin 
Park Plaza, St. Albert, 460-5990. 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 
10am-Spm. RESILIENCE; Oil paint- 
ings, watercolours and mixed- 
media works by various artists. Also 


new works by Carole May Coty and 
Bruce Allen. 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 
Saddleback Rd., 988-2266. 
EDMONTON THROUGH THE EYES OF 
AN ARTIST: Landscapes, cityscapes 
in a variety of mediums by Gina 
Anderson, Ellenor Cleland, Carole 
May Coty, Jean Cutherbertson, Sally 
Burno, Ellen Neary and Patricia 
Trudeau. Until Dec. 22. 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY/GREAT 
BEAR FRAMING 2nd FI., 11631- 
105 Ave., 452-8906. Open Mon-Sat 
9-Spm. THE RED AND GREEN 
SHOW: Small art by a group of 
artists. Until Jan. 5. 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10344- 
134 St., 452-0286. Open Tue-Sat 
11am-Spm. THE FEAST: Christmas 
group show featuring recent works 
by gallery artists. Until Dec. 31. 


VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCI- 
ATION 3rd Fl. Harcourt House, 
10215-112 St., 421-1731. TANGLED 
STAMEN: Paintings by Eileen 
Raucher-Sutton. Until Dec. 28. 


KOMPANY! Jagged Edge 
Lunchbox Theatre, 3rd floor, 
Edmonton Centre, 463-4237, 420- 
1757. Fa La La! By Ron Schuster. 
Musical dance revue. Until Dec. 22. 
Tue-Fri 12:10pm; Fri and Sat 8pm. 
TIX $8 adult, $5 student/senior; 
Two-for-one-Tuesdays. Adv. tickets 
@ TIX on the Square, @ the door. 


BRITISH INVASION Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave., 
483-4051, 486-7827. By B. Roberts 
and Will Marks. A tribute to the 
British contribution to the world of 
popular music. Until Feb. 10. TIX 
$39-$74. 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. 
Every Saturday at 11pm. Featuring 
Rapid Fire Theatre’s top improvisers. 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL The 
Citadel, MacLab Theatre, 426- 

_ 4811. Adapted by Tom Wood. 
Based on the story by Charles 
Dickens. Until Dec. 30, 7:30pm. TIX 


(EST RSS 
TheatrePublic. A musical revue of 
Dickens's tale featuring Edmonton 
musicians. Until Dec. 22. TIX $20 


adv. @ Roxy Theatre Box Office, 
$25 @ door. 


THE LAW AND THE ORDER 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, Upper 
Level, Phase Ill, WEM, 484-2424. 
The annual Policeman's Ball is an 
event where all of those parties 
involved in the justice system can 
get together and relax. But tragedy 
strikes. Until Jan. 27. 


THE LEGEND OF THE DRAGON 
FLAGON Celebrations Dinner 
Theatre, The Oasis Entertainment 
Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd., 448-9339. 
When a mysterious stranger brings 
a magic gift to the mysterious king- 
dom of Arborum everything turns 
into chaos. Until Jan. 26. 


A MEDIEVAL FEAST The Celtic 
Hall, Golfdome, 10104-32 Ave., 
430-3663. Dinner theatre. An inter- 
active event with music, theatre, 
Irish dancers and jugglers. Every 
Friday in December. 


MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET 
Festival Place, 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood Park, 449-3378. 
Presented by the Festival Players. 
Kris Kringle, a department store 
Santa, creates a frenzy when he 
begins telling everyone he really is 
Santa Claus. Until Dec. 22. (mat 
and evening show). TIX $35 adult 
(dinner and show); $30 
children/senior (dinner and show); 
$14 adult (show only); $12 chil- 
dren/senior (show only). 


RAGTIME Jubilee Auditorium, 
11455-87 Ave., 451-8000. 
Broadway musical. Three American 
families (one upper-middle class 
white, one socialist immigrant 
Jewish and one Harlem black) 
embark on personal voyages of self- 
discovery. Their lives become dra- 
matically intertwined with one 
another, as well as with real-life his- 
torical characters. Jan. 4-6. Fri 8 
pm; Sat 2pm and 8pm; Sun 2pm 
and 7:30pm. TIX $35,10-$75 @ 
TicketMaster. 


THEATRESPORTS New Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. 
Every Friday @ 11pm Rapid Fire 
Theatre features teams of improvis- 
ers. 


TONY 'N' TINA'S WEDDING 
Silver Slipper, Northlands Park, 451- 
8000. Comedy, interactive theatre. 
TIX Dec. 21, 22, 6pm, $65 @ 
TicketMaster. Dec. 31, 7pm, $85 @ 
TicketMaster. 


A WILL TO MURDER Rutherford 
House, 11153 Saskatchewan Dr., 
422-2697. Murder mystery present- 
ed by The Friends of Rutherford 
House Society. Rutherford House 
will be transformed into the man- 
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tal. This holiday season, as your 
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ey 


By ROCKI 


E GARDINER 


Mars ruler navigates some murky Piscean waters, 


7? ARIES (Mar 20-Apr 19); Rams have big hearts, but they're not particularly sentimen 


you're liable to spend a lot of tim: 


@ circumventing other people's emotional garbage 


I'm sure you'll be sufficiently sympathetic, but be sure to protect your naturally high spirits from 
Fejection, restriction or wharever official no-no Saturn lays in your path. Good intentions and the 
appropriate Anan actions will be acknowledged before, during and after you open your presents. 


TAURUS (Apr 20-May 20): Ove 


r the weekend, you ean party like the animal the 


re) Bull will be when the stock market takes off again, Come Christmas Day, as your 
Venus ruler nudges her way into p 


to a more earthbound existence. Not that 
Support from the planets in Capricorn, so 
ant... except for the ruckus a couple of fri 
forgiven and your generosity of spirit rewar 


prudent Capricorn, you may slow down and return 
there's anything wrong with that! You receive solid 
your holiday should be peaceful, pretty and pleas- 
ends raise on Saturday. By Monday, all should be 
ded 


n Saturday, Get past whatever challenging situation 


GEMINI (May 21-June 20); You can breathe that long-awaited sigh of relief once Mars 
finally tests Saturn in your sign or 


the problematic square presents and you'll be home free. Prickly Mars may continue to 


bother Twins born in June until it leaves Pisc 


5 in mid-January, but those annoyances will be just 


thac-irritating enough to take action and swat the little buggers down. Meanwhile, be alert to 


the financial ramifications that accompany the situation, Generous Jupiter is beckoning 


=O CANCER (june 21-July 22): Cra 
when opportunity comes knockir 
Qs. this year, you'll get more gifts ( 


more in return. Books and tapes that enla 


bs should anticipate a merry Christmas, especially 
ig. Chances are, with expansive Jupiter in your sign 
spiritual and material) than you expect and give 


rge your body of knowledge are particularly appro 


priate on the 22nd, wheh Mercury opposes Jupiter, A ski trip or exciting adventure with water 


sports can suddenly materialize when act 
24th, Their trine is a classic sign of success 


fon-oriented Mars in Pisces favours Jupiter on the 


ally come at Christmastime should have the Lion 


LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Kids and creatively kidding around, a little romance and 
recreation; the things that usus 


purring contentedly. Rest assured that friends are looking out for your best interests 


while co-workers are either too spaced or 
you're feeling, Keep close to the folks you 


full of Christmas cheer and eggnog to notice what 
j care about and don't pay much mind to the fact 


that family might not figure prominently in this year’s festivities 


VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Virg 


Tm house when it comes co family i 
“more” takes on new dimension 


will be on your case ina flash, even as 


10, on the other hand, may be dealing with a full 
ssues and the holidays. Notice how the meaning of 
s this week. Ifyou dare to think differently, the folks 
they vacate the premises. Difficulties could arise 


because Mars in your Pisces house of partners is hell-bent on challenging the traditions and 


rules you live by, the Saturnian structures 
response will extend your sphere of influer 


UBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): Neighbours and siblings are poised on the brink of crashing | 
P' a) gs are 


that support Virgoan accomplishment. The correct 
ice. What could it be? 


SX or dominating your holiday festivities. Since you can't escape their presence (or can 


017), distribute various assignrr 


Jents among them and hope that, in the process of 


delivering goodies, they also spread good cheer. Rely on hope, faith and charity, the triad protec 


tive Jupiter at the top of your chart is generously providing, to ease your way through whatever 


excitement Mars, in your house of romance 


, risk and the kids, pops up with on Christmas Eve 


SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): Even if you're not running true to form and making 


money hand over fist (as | pred 


icted), there's a lot of planetary energy emanating 


from your house of assets and values. Could it be you're still shopping? This week 
your Mars co-ruler, passing through imaginative Pisces (a water sign compatible with your 
own), could make Saturday somewhat testy. Deal swiftly with whatever downer comes up, so 


that on Christmas Eve, when Mars is favo 


red by beneficent Jupiter in Cancer, you can benefit 


from the opportunities and rewards this rare grand trine bestows 


make a significant move, do it Monday, when your Jupiter ruler receives a blast of 


x SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): If you've been waiting for the proper moment to 


physical energy from impulsive Mars. Hope that the infusion lasts through the holi 
day, because you need to put things in order before Mars challenges Pluto in your sign on the 


30th. Since Centaurs seem to procrastinate more than most, you (and me) are getting this 


heads-up now, before any more deadlin 


es come and go. Venus leaves Sag late Christmas 


night; do your serious fun and flirting before then 


only having to handle what Mars imposes on your Satum ruler. You can probably resolve 


Yat CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 20); Nothing could be finer than to be exactly where you are, 


the problem your child, lover or child bride presents with a little white lie and a lot more 
moolah. Then you're in the clear, headed straight to the arms of a generous, protective partner 
who wants to show you whar a big, wide, wonderful world it still is we live in. Venus in your sign 
after Christmas Day makes you an affectionate or, if you prefer, an artistic entity to be dealt with. 


AQUARIUS (jan 21-Feb 18): Year end money matters could come to a head when 
AW provocative Mars in your Pisces house of income is stonewalled by stern Saturn, Be 
WW patient and work through the snafu logically. (Saturn is in Gemini, an air sign that 


supports the Aquarian mode of thought.) 
nanimous Jupiter on Christmas Eve, the p 


your way to celebrating for real. (P.S.; While holiday week is hardly the time to go on retreat, 


By the time Mars forms a favourable trine to mag- 
roblem could be resolved and you could be well o 


taking a few hours for yourself is not a bad idea.) 


Mars in your sign for fomenting all this coming-and-going as well as a noticeable 


HK PISCES (Feb 19-Mar 19): Think you're as busy as Santa's elves? Blame energetic 


desire to have your own way, no matter what. Smart and sassy repartee on Friday 
as verbal Mercury favours the red planet, but when Saturn squares Mars on Saturday, you're 
liable to feel the full impact of a put-down. No time co stay sad because Mars makes a sup- 


$48.15-$72.05. 
THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PRO- 


sion of an ailing, widowed million- 
airess, Mr.s Moneysworth, Jan. 10- 


_— JECT 2001 The Roxy, 10708-124 


St, 453-2440. Presented by 


TT nS ee Pal 


12, 7:30pm. TIX $20. 


portive—if you're starting something, rewarding if it’s in the works—trine to optimistic, pros 


perous Jupiter on Christmas Eve. Merry, merry. 


w 
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EVENT SWEEKLY 


The Annual Gaywire 
Winter Pageant. 
Stories and songs celebrating 
diverse lives at the holidays. 
Featuring the voices of: 


Darrin Hagen 


Maria Dunn 


Andrea House 
Andy Northrup 
Bryce Kulak 


Tamara Leigh 


and many more! 


December 20, 5 - 7 pm 
CJSR FM 88.5 


Smilin' Jay Says 
Don't drink and drive 
during the festive season 
and have a great 


(insert applicable denominational holiday here) 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3 i ai 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 
km North of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 
987-3054. Open weekends. Authentic 
Japanese garden, nature trail, 80 acres 
of connected gardens. TIX $5.75 
adult; $4.50 senior; child under 4 
free. 


FORT EDMONTON PARK Fox Dr., 
Whitemud Dr., 496-8787, 496-2925. 
THU 20-SUN 23 (6-10pm); Christmas 
reflections. TIX $10 adult, $8 child. 
THU 20-SUN 23 (7-9pm): Voyageur 
Noel. TIX $10 adult, $8 child. THU 
20-SUN 23 and WED 26-THU 27: 
Candlelight Christmas. 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE 
Fox Dr., Whitemud Dr., 496-8787, 
496-2925. Open weekdays 9am-4pm; 
weekends/hols 1-4pm (until May 17). 
Closed Dec, 25-31. *Exhibit room 
public program: Each Sunday explore 
a new theme. SUN 6 and 13 (1-4pm): 
Snow magic. TIX $1.25 adult, $1 
youth/senior, $.75 child, $3.75 family. 


McKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425- 
99 Ave., 422-1970. Archives and 
museum located along the river valley 
on the Heritage Trail. Stroll in the 
Victorian-era park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. 
Albert Place, 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert. 459-1528. Open Mon-Sat, 
10am-Spm; Sun, 1-5pm. *CONNECT- 
ED VOICES: Celebrating the women of 
St. Albert. Until Mar. 16. *DISCOV- 
ERY ROOM: An interactive education- 
al venue dedicated to children and 
families. Hear birdcalls, examine the 
minerals in the mine, watch live frogs, 
interact and play Predator-the food- 
chain game. Suggested donation $2. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626- 
96A St., 496-8755. Open Mon-Fri, 
9am-6pm; Sat-Sun, 11am-6pm. 
*HIGH ARCTIC HOLIDAYS; Until Jan. 7. 
*CHRISTMAS POTPOURRI: Until Dec. 
23. *THE HEART OF EDMONTON: Jan. 
12-Feb. 24. *FLOWER PHOTOGRAPHY 
WORKSHOP: Jan 12 and 19 (12-3pm): 
TIX $5.25 adult, $4.25 
senior/youth/student, $2.75 child, 
$16 family. 


ODYSSIUM 11211-142 St., 452- 
9100. Open Sun-Thu, hols 10am- 
Spm; Fri-Sat 10am-9pm. Edmonton’‘s 
space and science centre. 
*TRANSCANADA PIPELINES 
GALLERY: SPACE PLACE: Hands-on 
exhibits. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBER- 
TA 12845-102 Ave.,453-9100, 453- 
9131, www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. 
Open daily 9am-Spm. *THE CHINESE 
EMPERORS’ COLLECTION: QING 
DYNASTY: Rare artifacts used by the 
Imperial Family and Imperial Court of 
the Qing Dynasty. Examples of gar- 
ments, carved jade, silk embroidery 
and lacquer utensils. Until Jan. 4. 
*SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL 
PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 
years and 500 generations, people of 
the past and present, recordings, film, 
lights, artifacts and more. Permanent 
exhibit. *TREASURES OF THE 
EARTH: Geology collection. 
Permanent exhibit. *THE HABITAT 
GALLERY: Glimpse the lakes, forests, 
prairies and animals of Alberta. 
Permanent exhibit. *THE NATURAL 
HISTORY GALLERY: *BUG ROOM: 
Live invertebrate display. Permanent. 
* THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted birds. 
Permanent. *S/XTIES: Featuring Linda 
McCartney's Sixties, Portrait of an Era. 
Photographic exhibition of works by 


Linda McCartney. Until Jan 13. 
Backstage and Behind the Scenes. 
Photographs of the Beatles during 
their 1964 visit to North America. 
Until Apr. 1. Elliott Landy’s Spirit of a 
Generation. Jan. 13-Apr. 1. *SAT 22 
(10:30am): Psychedelic Saturdays: 
Thunderbirds (film). Price included 
with admission. *Alice's Restaurant 
(The Museum Café), 488-7333. Open 
Mon-Thu 9Yam-8pm; Fri 9am-mid- 
night (coffeehouse evenings); Sat-Sun 
10am-4pm. Jan. 18-Mar. 22. *TIX 
Weekend $12 adult; $10 senior; $6 
youth (7-17 yrs.); free child 6 and 
under; $30 family. TIX (until Apr. 1) 
weekdays (25% off) $9 adult; $7.50 
senior; $4.50 youth (7-17 yrs.); free 
child 6 and under; $22.50 family. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr., U of A Campus, 
427-3995. Open Tue-Sun, 12 noon- 
5pm. Costumed interpreters recreate 
daily household activities. SUN 23: A 
Christmas Past. SAT 29-SUN 30: A 
Child's Christmas in Wales. TIX $3 
adult, $2 senior/youth, $8 family, 
child 6 and under free. 


VALLEY ZOO 13315 Buena Vista 
Rd., 496-8787. Open daily (until May 
4) 9:30am-4pm. *Every SUN (1-4pm): 
Zoo Sundays. SUN 6 (1-4pm): 
Endangered species. SUN 13 (1-4pm): 
Winter animals. TIX (until May 4) 
$2.50 child (2-12 yrs); $4 adult; 
$3.25 youth (13-17yrs)/senior; 

$12.25 family. 


KIDS STUFF 
CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP 
CENTRE 11205-101 St., 479-1999. 
*Every SAT (11am-1pm): Kids arts and 
crafts and recreation, all ages. Free. 
Pre-register. *Every SAT (2-4pm): XBR 
Breakdancing. Free. *Every SUN (2- 
4pm): Métis dance lessons, all ages. 
Free. 


EDMONTON CHINESE COMMUNI- 
TY SERVICES CENTRE 429-3111. 
Asian-Canadian Youth Team, 11-16 
yrs. Meets for two Saturday activities 
each month. Recreational, volunteer, 
fundraising opportunities. Workshops 
and discussions on various youth top- 
ics, Various locations. Until March. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE 
Jasper Place Campus, 10045-156 St. 
497-4303. *Creative Movement for 2- 
5 year-olds. Starting Jan. 12 and 24. 
*Combination dance for 6-7 year- 
olds. Starting Jan. 7 and 12. *Teen 
Jazz Funk Dance for 8-15 year-olds. 
Starting Jan. 12. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Kinsmen 
Park, 10633-93 Ave,, 496-8787. Open 
Sun 1-4pm. *496-2925. CANDLE- 
LIGHT CHRISTMAS; Celtic music. TIX 
$18.50 adult, $10 child (12 yrs and 
under). Dec. 20-23, 26-27, 7:30pm. 
SUN 23 (1-4pm): Snowshoe and hot 
chocolate. SUN 30 (1-4pm): Get 
ready for New Years. Free. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
19 Perron Street, St. Albert, 460- 
4310. THU 20: Parent and Pre-school- 
er program: Oh, Christmas tree. 
$5/child. 


PUBLIC SKATING www.gov.edmon- 
ton.ab.ca/arenas. Free public skating. 
MON 24 (11:30am-12:30pm): Bill 
Hunter Arena, 9200-163 St.) (3-4pm): 
Michael Cameron Arena, 10404-56 
St. WED 26 (1-2pm): Glengarry 
Arena, 13340-85 St. (11:30am- 
12:30pm): Mill Woods Twin Arena, 
7207-28 Ave. (6:30-7:30pm): South 
Side Arena, 10525-72 Ave. THU 27 
(6:15-7:15pm): Castledowns Twin 
Arena, 11520-153 Ave. and 
Crestwood Arena, 9940-147 St. (7:30- 
8:30pm): Kinsmen, Twin Arena, 1979- 


111 St. FRI 28 (2:45-3:45pm): 
Clareview Twin Arena, 3804-139 Ave. 
(6:15-7:15pm): Confederation Arena, 
11204-43 Ave. (7:45-8:45pm): 
Michael Cameron Arena, 10404-56 
St. SAT 29 (12:15-1:15pm): 
Confederation Arena, 11204-43 Ave. 
(2:30-3:30pm): Mill Woods Twin 
Arena, 7208-28 Ave. (6:45-7:45pm): 
Clareview Twin Arena, 3804-139 Ave. 
SUN 30 (12:15-1:15pm): Kenilworth 
Arena, 89311-68A Ave. (3-4pm): Mill 
Woods Twin Arena, 7207-28 Ave. 
MON 31 (1-2pm): Callingwood Twin 
Arena, 17740-69 Ave. TUE 1 (1-2pm): 
Kenilworth Arena, 8311-68A Ave. 
(6:30-7:30pm): Londonderry Arena, 
14520-66 St. (4-Spm): Mill Woods 
Twin Arena, 7207-28 Ave. 


RIVERBEND LIBRARY 460 
Riverbend Sq., Rabbit Hill Rd., 
Terwillegar Dr., 944-5311. *Every THU 
(7pm): Pyjama storytime for families. 
Until Dec, 20, Pre-register. *Every 
THU (10:30am): Fun for ones, 12-24 
months. Pre-register. 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE ARENA 
413-4949. eEvery Sat and Sun (1 and 
2pm): Frosty in a Winter Wonderland, 
the National Ice Theatre of Canada. 
Until Dec. 23. 


YOUTH CHALLENGE 
INTERNATIONAL (416) 504-3370/ 
FRI 21 (1-2:30pm): Youth Challenge 
International Slide show. Learn about 
adventures, development projects, 
and personal challenges faced by YCI 
participants in Nicaragua, Guyana, 
Costa Rica and Vanuatu. Free. 


THE CENTRE FOR WELLNESS IN 
MOTION 11908-129 Ave., 459- 
3908. Every 2nd and 4th WED (9- 
11am and 6:30-8:30pm): What is 
Reflexology? Have a reflexology treat- 
ment. Community drop-in clinic. 


COMMUNITY SHAMANIC DRUM- 
MING AND HEALING CIRCLE 736- 
3780, 951-2324, 439-0631. Learn 
Shamanic journeying. Meet your 
power animals and guides. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET 
AND MEETING PLACE 9142-118 
Ave., 474-6058. THU 10: The Lunch 
Hour Talk: What do Aboriginals Want? 


LIFE ENRICHMENT CENTRE 4936- 
87 St., 462-4491. eEvery SUN 
(11am): J. Darby presents The 
Amazing Power of a New Self Image. 
Music by Deanna Clee and Kelly 
Thomas. Through January. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY Mill Woods 
Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 496-1818. 
Every FRI (1-4:30pm): Bridge players. 
Until Dec. 21. Drop-in. 
OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton 
Chamber of Commerce, 600, 10123- 
99 St. (use west door of building), 
426-4620. FRI 4: Guest speaker and 
networking meeting. 


TOASTMASTERS °10451-170 St., 
2nd Fl. Boardroom, 472-4911. *Every 
TUE (7-9pm): Communication, per- 
sonal growth and leadership, weekly 
meetings. *Canadian College 
International, Baker Centre, 16th FI., 
10025-106 St., 469-5816. WED 9 
(6:45pm): Open house. Upward 
Bound Toastmasters meet Wednesday 
evenings. 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIA- 
TION (WTA) Bonnie Doon Recycle, 
85 St., 85 Ave., 478-5622. SUN 23 
(10am): Free guided cross country ski 
at Waskahegan Staging area loops. 
Bring lunch and beverage. 


GROUNDS FOR COFFEE AND 
ANTIQUES 10247-97 St., 414-1534, 


> toe? 2 
eee ee - 


_ Ave., 433-4526, *Every SUN: fi 


490-1414. FRI 4-SAT 6 (7pm) 5 
of Poets’ 12 Days of Poetry. THY 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY So),\,,. 
Shopping Centre, 496-8342 TH 
(7:30pm): Fiction book group 


COMEDY FACTORY 3474 c.;, 
Tr. N., 469-4999. THU 20-547 35 
MC, comedian Nelson Giles 3, 
Comedy Factory Improv Playe;. 
3-SAT 5: MG, ventriloquist Dis 
James and the Comedy Facto 

Improv Players. THU 10-SAT 1. 
comedian, magician Jan Charle; 
the Comedy Factory Improv Play 


FARGOS ON WHYTE 10307.. 


Laugh-a-Lot Comedy. 
JJ'S PUB 13160-118 Ave., 451.99 


ALBERTA LEGISLATURE 427.7 
Voices in the Rotundo. 7-9pm 

Skating. eEvents in the Pedway, 
Dec. 22, 6-9pm. ' 


THE GAY AND LESBIAN Com 
NITY CENTRE OF EDMONTON 
(GLCCE) 103, 10612-124 st, 43 
3234. TUE 25 (2-8pm): Talking 
Together: GLCCE Christmas dinng 
and social. All gay, lesbian, bisexy| 
transgender people and their {am 
and friends are welcome. *Open 
Mon-Fri 1:30-5:30pm; 7-10pm. ff 
information and/or support, dur 
the holiday season and year-round 
call or drop-in. Providing informal 
and support about gay, lesbian, 
ual and transgender issues. 


CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION 414-6307. Stress 
management for adults who live 
a mental illness. Starting Jan. 8. f 


EDMONTON SHAMBHALA CE 
207, 10110-124 St., 489-0707 (da 
465-2834 (evenings weekends) 
Every FRI (7:30pm): Buddhist med 
tation class. Suggested donation § 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE 
Jasper Place Campus, 10045-1 5 
St. 497-4303. eArts-oriented trip | 
London, May 10-19. $2295. 
Publicity and Media Relations in’ 
Arts, Applied Marketing in the A 
Human Resource Management in 
Arts, Facility Management, 
Museum/Gallery Management anf 
Fundraising and Grants. Starting 
Live Sound Reinforcement. Start 
Jasn 15. ®Vocal Performance. Sta 
Jan. 23. *Music Theory. Starting |? 
23. *City Centre Campus, 497- 
4001. American Sign Language 
Starting Jan. 9. Mill Woods 
Campus, 497-4087. *American Si 
Language. Starting Jan. 8. *Signi" 
Exact English. Starting Jan. 8. 


KITA NO TAIKO 431-0300. 
Japanese drumming workshops. | 
9, 14, 16 evenings; Jan. 13 day. S 
Min. age 14. 


NEWMAN THEOLOGICAL colt 
15611 St. Albert Tr., 447-2993, © 
258. *Tour to Greece and Turkey~ 
low the steps of the apostle Paul. 
*Theology courses: The Psalms, N' 
Testament Writings. Starting in J2" 
*Christianity and World Religions. 
Starting Jan. 8. Understanding 
Catholicism. Starting in Jan. *The 
History of the Church. Starting in | 
SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 aed 


Rd., 988-2266. Adults and kids 4! 
nal instruction, 


Deadline fr 


FREE + FREE* FREE* FREE * FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam witht Place Up to 20 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads 
of more than 20 words subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in 
writing, In person or by fax. Duplicate ads will 
not be published, except by mistake. Free ads 
will net be taken ‘aver the phone. Free ads will 
run for four weeks, if you require an ad to be 
renewed or cancelled please phone or fax the 
Classified department. Please, fax your ad to 
426-2889, or drop it off at 10301-108 St 


artists to artists 
NOW AVAILABLE! The Works Visual Arts 
Festival's 2002 CALL TO ENTER. To receive an 
application, call 426-2122 or visit www.the 
works.ab.ca. Deadline: jan. 25, 2002. 

ma} 122 
Seeking volunteer actors, wide age range for 
interactive murder mystery, museum fundraiser 
Feb. 23. 421-9943. lermusm@telusplanet.net 

natza0 


lagged Edge Lunchbox Theatre (JET) looking to 
ill’ board positions: a publicisvmarketing 
Director, Volunteer Coordinator, Production 
Manager. Ph Chris 439-1727 


mig 

ELOPE, BIG RIVER, The adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain. Auditions: 
Musicians required (country/bluegrass instru- 
ments). Jan. 18-20. ® 10835-124 St. basement 
Ph 988-0806 to book time and for info. 

na tz20 
Urgent! Actors needed tor Digi-feature. No exp. 
required. Leads: Male 28ish, female 20ish NOT 

RN. Call 439-8528. 
may2i3 


“Good-bye Blue Sky* A shocking tribute to Sept 
11. Paris Market, 10am-5pm Sat-Sun under the 
“Strangely artistic” 


fa2i3 
Workshop West Theatre, 2002 Playwrights 
Garage. For application ph Vern Thiessen 719 


2136. Deadline: FRI, Jan. 18, 2002. 
nanan 


Director and 5'8"ish male actor in 30's needed 
for One Act Festival show. Auditions for actors 
Dec. 29. Directors call ph Christie for info 439- 
9705 ASAP. 

na'zZ20 


adult cla 


$799 US vad Lae 
e f month with a cam 
G bedrognu voyeur website icebrrently FEY 
looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401. 


| = 
FOR A SEXUAL 
REVOLUTION 


E * 
Sexy brunette, petite and warm 
invites you to phone. 


AL OCS = - VW1129-0103, (2 (Bwks) 
SOMEONE IN THE NEXT 5 MINUTES Pussy Lockheart 
peal singles, are waiting to talk to you. Lingerie modal 
Call (780) 490-2266 SAO ee 
Enter free trial code; 4996 SS 2-103, 12 (Bhs) 
GAY MALE SEX! 


EIS tes 


Chat live or meet local gay men. 


ALL MALE CHATLINE. Try us for free! (780) 413-7144, 
Chat Live with Hot Local Guys! Enter code 2310. COME WATCH 
r just record/listen to ads for FREE. vyco7120. 


AND WIN AT 


SHAREYOUR 
FREAK.COM 


80-490-2288 or 1-888-272-7277 toll free. 
Free code 8103 
PL BM 0624~ 


| Ladies FR 


\WWjlotod alo] agi —lelal—) 
New Right Now! 


EXPRESS WHAT IS 
TABOO IN YOU!!! 


ABSOLUTELY 


FOR WOMEN AND MEN 


THD FRICHOSHIP & ROMANCE 


Kensal wa 
ormrcctioms 


BATAUKS..... ME SP27 


r classitied advertising is 12 


s 


= — =— — et = —_ 
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Classifieds 


oon the Tuesday before publication 


mus ans 


Local bands and mi The Edmonton 
Public Library wants to bi our CD. By adding 
i CD fo the Library's calle tion, you can help 
io publicize your act to the music-buying public 
Info contact Lloyd, llitke@epl.ca 


mlz 


Drummer, mid- 20's, 16 yrs _exp., seeks others 
with an open mind, some solid technique and a 
background in early "90s post hardcore, for an 
original project ta la Orive Like Jehu meets 
Dismemberment Plan). Dave 451-6773. Must be 
ready to tour 

rah 2 
Rhythm pits player looking to join/form band. 
Init; rock, blues-all styles. Call Dave 456-6600 
evenings 

eat 
NEMO MUSIC SHOWCASE & CONFERENCE 

THU, Apr. 11-SAT, Apr. 13, 2002, Boston 
NEMO 2002 is now accepting showcase appli 
cations, DEADLINE: JAN, 12, 2002, 
em showcases®nemoboston.cam or Ph 781 
306-044) for showease application 
Info: www.nemoboston.com 

mai2ts 
Bass Player needed for creepy, melodic, acoustic 
project, Infl: Tool. Call lay 466-8866. 

rateid 
Drummer needed for creepy, meladic 


project. Intl: Tool, Mudvayne et 
866 


acoustic 
Ph Jay 466 


naiaia 
Female vocalist looking for musicians to start a 
band, Open to most types of music, Ph 992-9528 
or 901-0084 


royais 


Experienced vocalist and lead guitar player look- 
ing for bass, drummer and keyboard player to 
form strong blues rock/classic rock band. Back 
up vocals a plus. Interested call Kevin 461-0790 

nat 218 


Bassist, all styles, electric or acoustic (vocals too) 
seeks working band or gigs. 439-2930. 
nal 2h 


Experienced rhythm guitarist with strong vocals 
needed by original rock band with upcoming 
recording project and shows, Call Glen or James 
439-3815 or Mike 905-8206. 

ih 


Technical metal band looking for versatile vocal- 
ist. Must be open-minded, flexible and able to 
adapt quickly to different styles of metal material 
Contact Shawn @ 489-7945 (H); 451-1152 (W). 
nat205 


Too country? What's that? Original singensong 
writer needs country music completion individu 
als/band. Call 486-0054 

naviee 


Neil Diamond tribute singer and drummer seek 
guitar, bass and keyboard. Call Ray 445-8540. 3 
naiiz2 


Rock band looking for male vocalist. Ph 477 
3708 
raiza0 


Superhero Musicians! Guitarist and bassist are 
looking for musicians interested in making the 
matic music in eclectic band. Interest in super 
heroes a must! E-mail: thegreendragon@cana 
da.com for infl. and other info. Excelsior! 

natzz0 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


qe rreess 
INSTITUTE 


www.trebas.com = <a 
112 East 3rd Ave., Vancouver, B.C. VST 18 


% 


Vocal training by anna ‘osta with 30 years exp. 
Seriaus applicants on 


Vy. Slawi@telusp! net. net 
VW 1129-0103, 02 Ct 


Lessons in piano, voice, guitar and bass, 
Computer music and digital recording 
Aillwoods location 436-1924 
VW1115 0105, 02(fees) 


Lion School of Music 
Singing and theory lessons. 
Enthusiastic experienced teacher with a BA in 
music, All ages welcome. Private instruction in 
my Strathearn home 469-9727 


WW1220-27 (2nks) 


Music Instruction for guitar, drums, flute, recorder, 
Irish tin whistle 
Private instruction; focus 
on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, quality music instruction since 


FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETING 


WW Now ¥2001 


musician services 


“B” Scene Studios 


Affordable demo's, vocal, 
singer/songwriters, bands, 
vocal lessons, back-up music tracks, 
karaoke rentals, gift certificates. 


8212-104 St., 432-0234. 


VWIBA 1025-1220 (Bik) 


recording 


Record you musical project or band 
digitaVanalogue set-up. 
Phone for consultation or booking 
Lion Music 
436-1924 
VW112,0124, 02/8 wikea) 


employment 


TRAVEL-teach English: Job Guarantee. 5 day/40 hr 
Jan. 9 or online/corresp,) 85+ country Int'l TESOL 
teacher cert license course, recos./respected world 
wide, gov't accred. 1000's of excel. paying jobs, no 
degree/age lirmivexper ierace nee. FREE info pack 438 
5704/ 1-488-270-2941. www.canadianglobal.net. The 
TESOL professionals. Free info session Dec, 21 
FLGP26- (ongning) 


entertainment? 


VIPER ENTERTAINMENT 
for minor recording studio and karaoke parties 
available for bookings anytime 
Call 780-992-9528 or 80-901 -0084 
W123 1008 (2s) 


Comite 


Deep relaxation massage for your aching body 
Whyte Avenue area. Non-sexual 
Almasta 405-6765 
YW 1108-1227 (Bwka) 


psychics 


Mr, Sidia, African Psychic. If you want to know 

anything about you or somebody else; business 

and love; or any problems needed to be fixed 
Call 690: é 


1632 for quick results 
YW 1109-0124, 02 


house wanted=g 


family looking to purchase a home with assum- 
able mig. and low downpayment 
Can move quickly, Call 416-1971 


RLI21S0207 
shop/studio space 


$150/mo and up 
Character wooden building. Studio spaces 
from 167 sq. feet, util. in Rided. Great for 
artists, jewellers, computer business. Next to 
NAI all 4413-97676, 1OAM-6PM M-F. 
wat 213-0191 (Bwks) 


volunteers - 


Volunteers needed at the Canadian Red Cross. 
Equipment Repair Volunteers required to provide 3% 
basic maintenance and repairs on Parone such as 
wheelchairs, walkers, etc. Ph 423-2680. 
na} 206-0131, 02 
Want to get into the record business? Volunteer with 
Nettwerk Records distabuting promotional material. 


Contact April (4031209-3149 or cole@neltwerk.com., 


Strong 
Intermet skills? Enjay teaching athers 
Iniemet HD eh and Shi Mananers «s 
wanted at ECN, Security routine, A 
Be part of a dynamic ral are ies ore 
more Internet-savvy. Please call Sue ai 5659, 
ao Term: vokcoord@eensal) ch. weer 
na 


pe 
®& 
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~ Get 4 months 
Unlimited Calling, 
olus save $150. 


There's never been a better time to sign up with TELUS because right now you can get: 


a 


bi 


® Up to 4 months unlimited local calling at no extra charge* ® Up to $150 savings** 


Samsung Uproar Sanyo 4500 Samsung N150 Samsung T300 Sanyo 5000 Audiovox 8100 Mr. Skinny 
| play MP3's, @® Save an @® Save an @ Save an 
but I'm going fast. additional $50 additional $50 additional $50 

with mail-in with mall-in with mail-in 

rebate! rebate! rebate! 


—@ TELUS 


mobility™ 


am Shop online at telusmobility.com or call 1-888-810-5555 
= FUTURE SHOP CompuSiriae COMPUDETTRE rT) gam LONDON ovheou 
Visions a> DRUGS @ 
EDMONTON West STONY PLAIN East 
BonnieDoon Millwoods Alberta Mobility Lid. Edmonton Cellular Save On Telecom a Starview —— 
Shopping Centre Town Cantre BO) 425-2355 (780) 453-3500 (780) 423-2628 SPRUCE Communications SHERWOOD PARK 
Capliano Mall Northgate Mall tions Group Johnson Celular = Westcan Calidar GROVE (780) 963-0463 Bernie's Celudar 
ggzmonton Centre Southgate 568 483-8876 (780) 454-3500 hres (780) 484-0737 
Kingsway Garden Mali Shopping Centre Mabilcom Wireless Westco Communications Movilty Complete Com: 
Londonderry Mell West Edmonton Malt (780) 489-9623 (780). 444-8880 (780) 960-6678 (780) 487-2331 


